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The WEW Greenwood-Airvac 


POWER DOME 
roof-mounting extractor 


Provides low contour and easy access 


High performancee Hinged 
dome-head e Strong con- 
struction e All aluminium 
housing e Low airflow resis- 
tance e Minimum power 
consumption e Easy main- 
tenance e Simple to install 
Modern appearance e Size 
range 9” to 24” e Low over- 
all height e Flat or sloping 
bases e Speed regulation 
available. 


GREENWOOD’S AND AIRVAC VENTILATING COMPANY LTD 


“a Tak Patentees, Designers and Manufacturers of Ventilating Equipment and Electrical Conduit Systems 
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Call on Helicon to solve your rein- 
forcement problems. We can help 
in every phase, from the prepa- 
ration of bending schedules to 
final erection. But we don’t insist 
on doing the whole job. We are 
just as happy to design the Ferro- 
Concrete work, or supply 
fabricated steel, or supply 
and fix steel in position. 
Consult us in the earliest stage. 
r ‘know-how’ will often save 
you time and money. 





Distributor tank base at Sewage Works, 


] Wittingham, for Norwich City Corporation. 
THE HELICAL BAR & ENGINEERING CO. LTD 


Reinforcement Specialists - Ferro-Concrete Designers & Constructors” 
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NEWS SUMMARY 


DETAILS of the British Architects? 
Conference at Oxford (July 10-13) and 
a selection of recent Oxford buildings 
are given. p. 7 


A NEW PRESIDENT of the Town 
Planning Institute is elected p. 25 


SIR CHARLES MOLE is to retire from 
the post of Director-General of Works 
in 1958. Applications for the post are 
invited. p. 26 


THE DEBATE in the House of Commons 
on Mr. Nabarro’s Bill for the Thermal 
Insulation of Factory Buildings is 
reported. p. 31 


‘IF INVESTMENT IN INDUSTRY is 
not facilitated and encouraged, the 
level of investment in two years’ time 
may well be lower than is necessary 
to maintain the health of the economy, 
states the National Federation half- 
yearly report, p. 34 


KENYA’S DEVELOPMENT PLAN for 
the next four years will cost about 
£233 million. p. 41 
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HAMPSTEAD GARDEN SUBURB JUBILEE 


ANY Londoners, and especially those who live in sadly suburbanised 
Middlesex, must find it hard to realise that fifty years ago ‘ Golders 
Green ’ meant little more than the small terminal station of a lately built * tube ’ 
railway, standing in green fields. Finchley-road was a narrow, dusty and rather 
lonely lane, the only building the near-by Wyldes Farm, where lived Raymond 
Unwin, conning his plans for the new Suburb to be created on some 243 acres 
of that delectable land, lately acquired from the Eton College Trustees at the 
behest of Henrietta Barnett. 

That remarkable woman clearly foresaw the * builders’ rash’ that would 
break out on the coming and extension of the * tube,” and made up her mind 
that the land adjacent to Hampstead Heath should be acquired and properly 
developed under architectural supervision, by architects. It is depressing 
to think that one must now pass through a further ten or fifteen miles of building 

mainly ‘spec’ builders’ sprawl—before reaching anything that looks like 
open country. How different it all might have been if only her example could 
have been widely followed. 

During the past week Hampstead Garden Suburb has been celebrating its 
Jubilee with a very varied programme of events, full particulars of which 
are given in a well-produced Souvenir Booklet issued by the General Organising 
Committee, price 2s. This not only pays tribute to the founders of the Suburb, 
to Raymond Unwin and the many architects who worked with and after him, 
but includes an appreciative article, by Dr. Nikolaus Pevsner, under the title 
‘A Master Plan,’ together with a plan of the Suburb and several excellent 
photographic illustrations. This booklet is well worth getting and keeping, 
not only as a souvenir of an occasion but as a record of a remarkable work 
of enlightened private enterprise, its intentions and achievements. 

It is true that the original idea of a mixed community has not been com- 
pletely realised, but the real neighbourliness that exists in the Suburb is attested 
by its many flourishing organisations and societies. What is beyond doubt 
is its success (except in a few features) as a piece of planning. Its chief fault, 
as Dr. Pevsner points out, is the lack of shops, offices, a cinema and a pub at 
the centre, where one would expect to find them. The Central Square is ‘too 
big and empty for its function in the lives of the inhabitants,” though it makes 
a fine setting for Lutyens’s trio of beautiful buildings—the Established and 
Nonconformist churches and the Institute. Where the plan succeeds is in 
the advantage it takes of the natural contours ; there is none of the exaggerated 
formality and forced symmetry that has characterised so much later town 
planning. One notes. too, the network of footpaths through gardens from road 
to road (an idea of Unwin’s that has been widely adopted by contemporary 
town planners), as well as the tree and areas of woodland that are not only 
preserved but used to good visual effect. The design of the individual houses 
has been carefully considered in relation to setting, and the architecture, which 
relies mainly on two themes—the picturesque and the neo-Georgian—is gener- 
ally excellent. Some of the houses are a little lacking in elbow room, which 
may not be a bad thing when one recalls the loosely-knit appearance of some of 
our New Towns. 

Hampstead Garden Suburb was planned to meet the social needs of an age 
that knew not the motor-car as we know it to-day, and may lack some of the 
features that would now be considered essential, but it has received and still 
retains world-wide admiration as (in the words of Mr. Frederick Gibberd) 
‘ probably the most perfect example of the kind of environment the Garden 
City movement tried to create.’ 
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Notes of the Week 


The Oxford Conference 
(THE British Architects’ Conference 
which opens in Oxford next Wed- 
nesday, given good weather, can hardly 
fail to be a resounding success. A good 
attendance is assured: both subject and 
treatment of the papers continue the 
practical lead given three years ago at 
Torquay: and the hosts, the Berks, Bucks 
and Oxon AA, have laid on against a 
background of the University city, the 
Cotswolds and Blenheim Palace a pro- 
gramme of social events which is of itself 
a big draw. : 


‘Finance, Design and Durability of 
Buildings —the subject for discussion 


during the business sessions on Thursday 
and Friday mornings—is particularly apt 
in view of the University’s current appeal 
for a million and more pounds for the 
repair of its buildings. Members of the 
Conference will have had a sight of the 
contributions by Thomas Mitchell, Lewis 
Womersley, Cleeve Barr and John 
Eastwick-Field on which discussion will 
be based, and in reading them will feel 
that it would hardly have been possible 
to have been presented with a more 
knowledgeable analysis of a difficult sub- 
ject. Thought-provoking in itself is the 
order of the words outlining the theme; 
architects in the pre-1914 era would cer- 
tainly not have headed the theme with 
the word * Finance, and it is the measure 
of our contemporary world that we now 
find ourselves obliged to do so. 

The problem which faces us to-day is 


é dP 





NEW CLASSROOM BLOCK, MAGDALEN 


College School, Iffley-road, Oxford. 
Booth, Ledeboer & Pinckheard 


Designed by 


to wrest from financial stringency an 
architecture which is more than sound 
building—an architecture that satisfies 
the emotions while it meets the econo- 
mic requirements of those who build and 
those who have to maintain. 

If discussion can be set against the 
quotation from Alvar Aalto’s RIBA Dis- 
course, quoted at the head of Mr. 
Womersley’s paper, much can come from 
this conference. Aalto said: * The real 
building economy is how much of the 
good things, at how cheap a cost, we can 


give. . . . But if you leave out the quality 
of the product, the whole economy is 
nonsensical. . . .” 


OpPporTUNITY is given by the fortunate 
choice of Oxford as Conference venue 
for a personal assessment of the two 
major problems which beset those who are 
charged with the task of fitting a city 
conceived in medieval times as an aca- 
demic centre to admit the needs of in- 
dustry and of progress: to bring up to 
date the road system; and to work out 
how best, in terms of architectural design, 
the new buildings which the University 
and the Colleges require can be provided. 
In a brilliant article which begins on page 
12, the City Architect and Planning 
Oificer, Mr. Chandler, gives an analysis 
of the factors to be taken into account, 
and outlines the present position. Else- 
where is illustrated a first selection of 
recent architecture in the City as well as 
illustrations of some of the new Univer- 
sity and collegiate buildings proposed. 


NUFFIELD COLLEGE. 
graduates’ Sets. 
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‘Ladies and Gentlemen—* The 
Finance, Design and Durability 
of Buildings ...°°” 


Architects will no doubt have their own 
opinions on the designs, but study at first 
hand of the needs and sites will make 
them better critics. 

Film of Coventry 

“COVENTRY CATHEDRAL,’ a colour film 
(35 mm.) produced by the British Film 
Institute experimental committee and the 
British Council, was shown in London 
last week. Based largely on two models 
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which are in existence, the film offers 
fascinating evidence of the value that 
motion photography can be to the archi- 
tect in assessing the scale and massing of 
his building. Professor Basil Spence, 
architect of the Cathedral. who intro- 
duced the film and who also wrote and 
speaks the commentary, said that certain 
of the changes he has made were a direct 
result of study of the film; one is the 
redesign of the Chapel of Unity—a 
change which is an undoubted improve- 
ment for we have always considered the 
original design to be out of character 
with the main building. 
Ww Ww ok ¢ 

Nor THE LEAST interesting parts of the 
production are the shots of the Cathedrals 
of Gloucester, Durham, Albi, Pia and 
Ravenna—all of which, said Mr. Spence, 
have influenced the design of what, he 
insists, is a traditional building, though 
belonging to the 20th century. There are 
shots of the making (by the RCA team 
of Lawrence Lee, Geoffrey Clarke and 
Keith New) of the ten great Nave win- 
dows: John Hutton is seen working on 
the design of the great glass entrance 
screen; and the preliminary designs by 
Graham Sutherland of the 74 ft. by 40 ft. 
broad tapestry below the east window are 
also shown. 

From the architect’s point of view. it 
is a matter for regret that the film was 
made before certain major changes were 
decided on. Among these is the redesign 
of the porch, of the Chapel of Unity. of 
the interior of the Nave (which will now 
be white as to walls and with a black 
polished stone floor), and of the vault 
which, while structurally the same, is 
treated and coloured differently. Among 
points made by Mr. Spence in answer to 
questions, was that the lighting will be 
from the spine of the vault, using a 
variable system which enables pools of 
light to be concentrated on selected areas 
of the Nave floor. Heating, said Mr. 
Spence, would be by underfloor panels, 
and this would have the unlooked for 
advantage of preventing bishops from 
being buried within the building! The 
Cathedral will be finished by 1961. 


w~ WO 


Every arcuitect should make a point 
of seeing this film, which we hope the 
RIBA and Allied Societies may screen. 
It is to be shown at the Venice Film 
Festival next month, and after that will 
be available through the British Film 
Institute for home showing to selected 
audiences. The director is Dudley Shaw 
Ashton, and the film gains by music spe- 
cially composed by Michael Tippett. 
played by the Collegium Musicum 
Londinii with the London Bach Group. 
The film should do much for the cause of 
architecture as well as for Cov entry. 


A Memorial Service 


THe Service OF REMEMBRANCE for Sir 
lan MacAlister, held at All Souls’ 
Church, Langham-place. on the morning 
of June 28, was a model of its kind. The 
choice of simple hymns to familiar tunes 
Was admirable; and the absence of a 
culogy—so often an inadequate or un- 





ST. JAMES’S THEATRE DOOMED. 


satisfactory feature of such occasions 
must have been welcomed by many of 
the congregation. The service began with 
Walford Davies's ‘Solemn Melody, 
ended with Elgar’s ‘ Nimrod’ from * The 
Enigma Variations’ and included Bach’s 
lovely anthem, ‘Jesu, Joy of Man’s 
Desiring, and the Extroit, “God be in 
my Head,’ both beautifully sung by the 
BBC Singers. The service was arranged 
by the RIBA, and most of the small con- 
gregation consisted of present and past 
members of the Institute’s staff, and of 
its present and past honorary officers, 
together with others who had been 
associated with Sir lan MacAlister in his 
various fields of activity. The Lesson was 
read by the President of the RIBA, Mr. 
Kenneth Cross. A list of some of those 
present is on page 27 





‘THE BUILDER’ 


Increase in price and 
subscription rates 


IN ORDER to meet part of the 
growing costs of production, the 
Proprietors regretfully feel obliged 
to add threepence to the weekly cost 
of * The Builder. The increase takes 
effect with the issue dated August 2, 
next. 

New subscription rates will be 
£4 per annum and £2 for six 
months. The new subscription rates 
will not apply to those already 
accepted until these expire. Single 
copies will be 1s. 6d. (1s. 10d. post 
free). 











The London County Council on June 25 

granted an application by Viarex, Ltd., to pull down the St. James's Theatre, in 

King-street, SW1, and erect on the site a seven-storey block of shops and offices. 
The design by the architect, Mr. R. Seifert, FRIBA, is shown above 


Their Name Liveth 

TWO BEAUTIFUL PHOTOGRAPHIC illustra- 
tions of the Dunkirk Memorial, designed 
by Mr. Philip Hepworth, FRIBA, and 
unveiled on June 29 by Queen Elizabeth 
the Queen Mother, are included in the 
latest publication of the Imperial War 


Graves Commission, the first part of - 
Volume III in the series “Their Name 
Liveth. In addition, the book contains 


views of the Merchant Navy Memorial 
on Tower Hill and of war cemeteries at 
Calais, Boulogne, Etaples and Bruges and 
many other smaller cemeteries in France 
and Belgium. The book includes articles 
on the work of the Commission and notes 
on the cemeteries and memorials illus- 
trated. Copies are obtainable from 
Wooburn House, Wooburn Green, High 
Wycombe, Bucks, price 5s., post free. 
New Buildings for the Army 

THE EMPHASIS of allocation of monies 
for Army building has changed these last 
12 months. The Directorate of Fortifica- 
tions and Works has put aside warlike 
things and concentrated upon building 
accommodation for the individual, of all 
ranks. Each year some £15m. is spent 
on new building: this year the figure is 
£12tm. of which 74 per cent. goes on 
domestic-scale buildings and _ their 
immediate services. 

A selection of proposed building for 
the army is illustrated on pages 4—S: 
these will show that the standard of 
design by the War Department's archi- 
tects has kept pace with development in 
freer circles, and those of us whose 
memories are confined to hastily-erected 
wartime structures will get a better idea 
of what it means to take the Queen’s 
Shilling today. 





PROJECTS: 


THE BUILDER) Juty 5 i 


NEW BUILDINGS FOR THE ARMY 


Major-General 
G.A.T. PRITCHARD, CBE 
Director of 
Fortifications & Works 


C. A. RICHARDS, 
OBE, ARIBA 
Superintending Architect 


Perspective sketching by 
IAN MOORE 


A garrison church to be erected at Episkopi, Cyprus, drawn by G. A. Kirby, ARIBA 
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PLANS, OFFICERS’ MESS, EPISKOP!, CYPRUS 


MONG the many projects in this year’s Army 
building programme, the emphasis placed 
on domestic types of building signifies that the 
accommodation of the individual is getting greater 
priority. A few facts and figures are given in a 
Note on page 3; other types, not illustrated on 
these two pages, include buildings of many kinds, 
such as a prestressed swing bridge now under 
construction at Potton Island, a sewage disposal 
works at Episkopi, and a bulk POL installation 
designed for the receipt and handling of two grades 
of fuel through a single flexible ship-to-shore tanker 
discharge line. 


Among the more interesting avenues of experi- 
ment being explored by the Army is that of solar 
water heating. After successful prototype tests 
in the canal zone a hundred sets of the heater have 
been ordered for quarters in Cyprus. The apparatus 
consists of a five-foot square absorber panel laid 
at 30 deg. to the horizontal facing south, lagged 
flow and return pipes to a hot water storage tank 
(which includes an electric immersion heater) and 
a cold water header tank. Tests have given figures 
of an average water temperature of 150 deg. F. 
from May to October, an estimated saving in cash 
of £26 by a family of four. 
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Office blocks for GHQ, built 
at Episkopi, Cyprus, adapted 
to ‘Reema’ construction from 
standard War Office designs 





Design for a 
Junior Ranks Club 
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Standard design 
for a gymnasium 
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Two views of a design for a swimming pool at the RMA, Sandhurst 
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AT HARLOW NEW TOWN.—Designed for the North East Metropolitan Regional Hospital Board by Easton and Robertson in Clee\ 
association with the Board’s architect, W. G. Plant, FRIBA, it will have 244 beds when complete. The first stage of building, Field 
which will take place early next year, will provide the out-patients’ department, radiology and casualty departments and some In 
miscellaneous building. It is estimated that the total cost of the building will be in the region of £2,000,000, the first stage Colle 
costing about £500,000. The structure will be reinforced concrete framed, with brick and glass cladding. The five-storey lee 
block contains the main ward accommodation with two wards on each floor. Each ward unit contains one |6-bed, two four-bed 


and four single-bed wards. The beds will be parallel to the windows. The maternity unit is separate from the main hospital dinn 
block and will contain 36 beds 
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TWO HOSPITAL PROJECTS RECENTLY APPROVED 


AT SINGLETON PARK, SWANSEA.—Designed for the Welsh Regional Hospital Board by the regional architect, D. Garbutt 
Walton, ARIBA, assisted by C. Rosser, ARIBA, Deputy, and E. M. Jones, ARIBA, Assistant. The engineering services have been 
designed by H. R. H. Ward, AFC, BSc, AMIMechE, AMIEE, Regional Engineer. The site is 28 acres and overlooks Swansea Bay. 
The wards are provided in 16 nursing units of 32 beds each; total accommodation is 512 beds. The first stage to be built is 
the outpatients’ department including 18 consulting rooms, departments for ear, nose and throat, eye and dental treatment, 
chest clinic, hearing aid, treatment rooms and dispensary. There will also be a large waiting hall, buffet and administration 
offices. The structural system is reinforced concrete frame, floors and roof; facing will be in brick with stone dressings. The 
cost of stage one will be in the region of £400,000, and it will take about 30 months to complete 
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British Architects’ Conference 
OXFORD PROGRAMME OUTLINED 


HE British Architects’ Conference, 1957, will be held 
at Oxford from Wednesday to Saturday next, July 10- 

13, when the hosts will be the Berks, Bucks and Oxon 
Architectural Association. 

Headquarters will be at Balliol College. 

Conference Fee will be 35s., which also covers cost of 
ball arranged for Friday, July 12, at Blenheim Palace, by 
permission of the Duke of Marlborough. 


Programme: An informal reception in St. John’s College, 
at which members will be guests of the Berks, Bucks and 
Oxon AA, will be held on Wednesday evening, July 10 
(9 p.m. to Il p.m.). 

An exhibition of school work prepared by the Berks, 
Bucks and Oxon Association will be opened by the President 
RIBA (Mr. Cross) in the Ashmolean Museum at 4 p.m. on 
Wednesday. 

On Thursday morning at the Playhouse Theatre, Beau- 
mont-street (9.45 a.m.), there will be an address of welcome 
by Mr. T. S. R. Boase, Pro Vice-Chancellor, followed by 
the inaugural address by Mr. Kenneth Cross, MA, president. 
Papers on the general theme of ‘The Finance, Design and 
Durability of Buildings’ will be presented by Mr. Thomas 
Mitchell, MBE, ARIBA (‘Outline of the Problem’), Mr. J. 
Lewis Womersley, FRIBA (‘Structures’), Mr. A. W. 
Cleeve Barr, ARIBA (‘Services’), and Mr. J. C. Eastwick- 
Field, BA, ARIBA (‘Finishes’). 

In the afternoon the garden party will be held at Trinity 
College (3 p.m.). 

In the evening (7.15 p.m. for 7.45 p.m.) the conference 
dinner will be held at the Town Hall. 


a 


Friday morning: Continuance of discussion on papers 
on ‘Finance, Design and Durability of Buildings’ (10 a.m.). 

Alternatively, in the morning there begins a whole-day 
tour (No. 1) of the Cotswolds, taking in Witney, Burford, 
Stow-on-the-Wold, Chipping Campden, Broadway and 
Bourton-on-the-Water. (Leaves St. John’s College at 
10 a.m.) 

In the afternoon there is a choice of 12 tours of Oxford 
and environs as follows: No. 2—Introduction to Oxford 
(guides: H. C. D. Cooper, W. J. Jobson, E. Lassetter, 
Patrick Shiel, Wm. Taylor and Hilton Wright). No. 3— 
Town into University City (guide: Charles Cottell). No. 4— 
Oxford Townscape (guide: Dr. Thomas Sharp). No. 5—An 
Oxford Road (guide: T. Lawrence Dale). No. 6—Oxford 
Churches (guide: Rev. Canon R. R. Martin). No. 7— 
Collegiate Planning (guide: H. M. Colvin). No. 8— 
Buildings of the University (guide: Peter Spokes). No. 9— 
Oxford Houses (guide: W. A. Pantin). No. 10—The 
University Press (guide: Charles Batey). No. 11—Oxford 
Libraries (guide: K. A. Stevens). No. 12—Gibbs, Lutyens 
and St. Ebbe’s (guide: Gilbert Howes). No. 13—Victorian 
Oxford, an itinerary to be prepared by John Betjeman 
(guide: A. Llewellyn Smith). 

All tours will be on foot and will commence from 
St. John’s College at 2.15 p.m. Tea will be provided in 
College at 4.30 p.m. 

On Friday evening the conference ball will be held at 
Blenheim Palace from 9 p.m. to 2 a.m. The ball is free to 
members of the conference, and tickets at £2 2s. include 
supper. All have now been sold. 

On Saturday morning independent visits may be made. 
There will be open at the Ashmolean Museum from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. throughout the conference exhibitions of 
the drawings of James Gibbs and of work of the Oxford 
School of Architecture. 
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Gateway to Oxford 


On left is the Conference Map of the 
City of Oxford, reproduced by per- 
mission from the Conference Handbook 








By permission, Oxford University Press 








Proposed New University 





THE DEEPEST-DYED TRADITIONALIST WOULD BE HARD 
put to defend some of the recent University and 
Collegiate architecture which has seen the light of the 
Oxford day. Especially is this true of the South Parks- 
road area, where may be seen several examples of 
what so often happens when one plays safe in architec- 
ture, particularly when using stone. Not that some of 
the experiments in using brick have been altogether 
successful, but stone, and especially the Bladon stone 
without which no Oxford building of late years has, in 
University eyes at least, seemed to be complete, requires 
a defter handling than it has sometimes had. 

Responsibility for this must largely rest on the 
University Council, which has displayed a quite remark- 
able lack of courage in its choice of architects for 
some of its post-war buildings, though here and there, 
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MODEL OF SCHEME FOR DEVELOPING KEBLE-ROAD TRIANGLE AS A SCIENCE AREA 


1957 


and Collegiate Buildings, 


Basil Ward (Ramsey, Murray & White), Architect 


as in H. G. Goddard’s scholarly Wadham buildings, 
fresh life has been breathed into familiar forms. It is 
the more credit to those who select architects, therefore, 
to note that there has been a change of heart and that 
some fresh names appear in the list. The Department of 
Pharmacology in the science area, for instance, is being 
designed by Gollins, Melvin, Ward and Partners, while 
on altogether a vaster scale is the development as a 
science area of the Keble-road triangle, by Professor 
Basil Ward. 

Not the University only but the Colleges are letting 
in some fresh air. Corpus Christi, for example, has 
commissioned the Architects’ Co-Partnership to alter 
the President’s Lodgings; Powell and Moya are 
designing fresh buildings for BNC; and Raymond Erith 
is to build a new Library for Lady Margaret 
Hall. He is also doing work for Queen’s College. 
University College and St. Hilda’s have commissioned 
Sir Albert Richardson for their new work, but these 
projects may not yet be seen. Though not University 
projects, Brett, Boyd and Bosanquet are carrying out a 
science block for St. Edward’s School, while Booth 
and Ledeboer are halfway through a most successful 
scheme of additions for Magdalen College School on 
the Iffley road. 

Some of these schemes are now illustrated; they 
show that the University and some at least of the 
Colleges are at last taking a forward look. 


EXTENSION TO DEPARTMENT OF 
PHARMACOLOGY 


GOLLINS, MELVIN, 
WARD & Partners, 
Architects 

Left: Model from the east 


Right: Layout 
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THE KEBLE TRIANGLE SCIENCE AREA: The 
immediate needs of the University for new 
Science buildings will be met by the 
development of the Keble-road triangle 
site, for which Professor Basil Ward has 
prepared a master plan, later worked up 
into the model shown. The model and 
plans do not show the detailed design of 
the individual buildings, some of which 
will not be built for some years, but it is 
intended that they shall follow the general 
plan as now laid down, though there is a 
possibility that the sites of the metallurgical 
and engineering laboratories (the former 
is the 10-storey block shown in the centre 
of the model) may be transposed. Should 
the scheme be approved by the Council 
in September, a start will be made on the 
metallurgy laboratory this year and other 
buildings would go up as the leases fall 
in during the next seven years. Steel or 
reinforced concrete frames are suggested, 
with such sheet materials as glass, metal 
and plastics for exterior cladding. Some 
300,000 sq. ft. of floor space will be 
provided, occupying about one quarter of 
the total site. 


DEPARTMENT OF PHARMACOLOGY EXTEN- 
SION: This extension by Gollins, Melvin, 
Ward and Partners, will approximately 
double the size of the Department, built 
at the turn of the century. The site, between 
the old building and the new Inorganic 
Chemistry building in South Parks-road 
is congested and site and plan were 
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ALTERATIONS TO THE PRESIDENT’S LODGINGS, CORPUS 
Architects’ Co-Partnership, Architects 


COLLEGE : 


DE SICN FOR THE NEW LIBRARY AT LADY MARGARET HALL OXFORD 


NEW LIBRARY FOR LADY MARGARET HALL. 


dictated by the need to provide on the ground floor 
one large laboratory for 30 students with ancillary 
rooms. The building will be steel-framed and faced, 
as to the three upper floors, with curtain walling on a 
3 ft. module with a spandrel infill of coloured vitreous 
material. Construction is expected to start soon. 


PRESIDENT’S LODGINGS, CORPUS CHRISTI: The prob- 
lem set the Architects’ Co-partnership has been to 
decrease the size of the president’s house, which is incon- 
venient and expensive to heat and has, for the most 
part, little architectural merit. By a reduction in the 
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Raymond Erith, Architect 


President's accommodation the College wishes to 
increase the number of undergraduate sets, and to 
provide a caretaker’s flat and a garage. The better part 
of the President’s house is retained and replanned to 
give a two-storey house. Existing kitchen and domestic 
offices are to be demolished and a new three-storey 
building is being put up across the end of the cul-de-sac 
leading into Oriel-street. The top floor contains seven 
undergraduates’ sets, and bathrooms. The new front 
to Oriel-street will be stonefaced and the roof slated to 
a steep pitch. It is hoped that building will start 
in September next. 
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AN ADDITION TO WADHAM COLLEGE, Oxford 


Architect: H. G. GODDARD, MA, FRIBA 


SECTIO 





Consulting Engineer: L. L. KENCHINGTON, BSc(Eng), AMICE, AMIStructE 
Quantity Surveyors: DAVIS, BELFIELD & EVEREST 
Builders: BENFIELD & LOXLEY (Oxford), Ltd. 


Detail of an 
entrance 
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TINHIS building, on the east side of the Back Quadrangle. 
fulfils three different purposes. It provides private living 

quarters for undergraduates, public rooms for the same, and 

service and mechanical equipment for the whole college. 

There are 23 sets of undergraduates’ rooms with bathrooms, 
lavatories and scouts’ rooms, grouped four sets to a landing 
instead of the traditional two. The public rooms consist of a 
new college library and junior common room, a writing room 
and a bar; there are also, in the basement, changing rooms, 
bathrooms and lavatories for undergraduates living out, and 
a bicycle store. 

Particular qualities of the building achieved by means of 
chosen materials and techniques are a high degree of thermal 
insulation, a maximum U value of 0.15 except for glazing, 
and a low level of sound transmission. The facing materials 
are Bladon and Clipsham stone for walling, and sheet copper 
covers the low-pitched roof. 
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subcontractors & Suppliers :— 


Heating and hot water services, J. Wontner- 
smith, Gray and Co., Ltd.; ventilation, The Via- 
duct Heating and_ Ventilating Co.,  Ltd.; 
mechanical stokers, The Riley Stoker Co., Ltd.; 
cold water services and plumbing, F. Church; 
electrical services, The Southern Electricity 
Board (Oxford district); precast concrete floors, 
The Croft Granite Brick and Concrete Co., Ltd.; 
vermiculite screeds, Meta Mica, Ltd.; terrazzo, 
Minoli and Co.; hardwood, cork and Accotile 
floors, R. W. Brooke and Co., Ltd.; structural 
steel (roof), J. H. Grand, Ltd.; copper roofing 
and gutters, Frederick Braby and Co... Ltd: 
service lift and ash hoist, Gimson and Co. 
(Leicester), Ltd.; light alloy windows and french 
doors, roof and laylights, Luxfer, Ltd.; Holoplast 
partitions, The Builders’ Supply Co. (Hayes), 
Ltd.; flat roofing, D. Anderson and Son, Ltd.: 
asphalting, The Oxford Asphalte Co., Ltd.; 
glazing, Pearce and Cutler, Ltd.; teak handrails, 
Samuel Elliott and Sons (Reading), Ltd.; walling 
stone, The Tolley Bladon Stone Co., Ltd. ; 
dressed stone, the Clipsham Quarry Co.; Hopton 
Wood stone, Hopton Wood Stone Firms, Ltd.: 
York stone, J. B. Heywood and Co.; insulating 
concrete blocks, Thermalite, Ltd.; prestressed 
concrete floor beams, Costain Concrete, Ltd.; 
wood wool slabs, Thermacoust, Ltd.: fibrous 
plaster, E. Jackson and Sons, Ltd.; boilers, Ideal 
Boilers and Radiators, Ltd., Frederick Kay 
(Engineering), Ltd.; heaters, F. H. Biddle, Ltd.; 
radiators, The Beeston Boiler Co., Ltd.: fans, 
Woods of Colchester, Standard and Pochin 
Bros., Ltd.; automatic control equipment, The 
Rheostatic Co., Ltd.; circulating pumps, Holden 
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FIRST FLOOR PLAN 


cast iron 


Brooke, Ltd., Turney Turbines, Ltd.; 
i Ltd.; 


drainage goods, Burn Bros. (London), 


sanitary fittings, John Bolding and Sons, Ltd.; 
standard joinery, The Midland Wood Working 
Co., Ltd.; flush doors, Samuel Elliott and Sons 
(Reading), Ltd.; door furniture, Adrian Stokes 





Ltd.; bicycle racks, A. A. Odoni and Co., Ltd.; 
lighting fittings, The Merchant Adventurers, Ltd., 
Thorn Electrical Industries, Ltd., Best and Lloyd, 
Ltd.; venetian blinds, J. Avery and Co., Ltd.; 
roller shutters, Watt Simmons; roller blackboards, 
Tidmarsh and Sons, Ltd. 
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PLANNING IN OXFORD 


The Problems of a University City 


By E.G. CHANDLER, ARIBA, MTPI, City Architect & Planning Officer 


To those who have never visited her, 

Oxford’s claim to fame probably rests 
on the presence of the University or the 
manufacture of the Morris car; to those 
who know the City, her fame must surely 
arise from the unique assembly of superb 
buildings in the old City centre: to the 
more cynical readers of the national news- 
papers her claim to fame (or notoriety) 
stems from the almost ceaseless talk on 
roads. To treat Oxford’s present diffi- 
culties, however, as merely a matter of 
roads is a serious misunderstanding of 
her problems which arise from a number 
of reasons. 

First and foremost is the tremendous 
rise in the population, mainly caused by 
the introduction of the motor industry. 
In 1901 the population was 49,000 and 
by 1921 when the motor industry was 
beginning to develop the population was 
67,000. In 1939 the population had 
risen to 95,000 and to-day is estimated 
at 104,500. These figures do not include 
development which has taken place in 
recent years contiguous to the boundary 
administered by the City of Oxford, 
which would bring the total of population 
dependent on the City to all intents and 
purposes to 135,000. When it is 
realised that the greater part of this 
population has been housed on the east 
of Magdalen Bridge, without proper 
shopping and public buildings facilities, 
it will be seen how much the increase in 
population contributes to the planning 
problems of the City. With only 
Magdalen Bridge connecting east and 
west, population on the east side of the 
City has to pass over the Bridge and 
through the old City area to reach the 
shops, railway station and public build- 
ings. Persons living in the east and 
working in the west, and vice versa, also 
at present have no alternative but to pass 
through the old City to reach their objec- 
tive. This would be inconvenient in any 
city, but when it involves a continuous 
stream of traffic through the unique old 
City area it is nothing short of tragic. 


Oxford’s Central Position 


Second, the position of Oxford in the 
road system of the southern half of the 
country — lying athwart roads leading 
from London to the west and from 
Southampton in the south to the industrial 
Midlands in the north—leads to a sub- 
stantial amount of heavy traffic, passing 
through the City, which has no business 
there. Oxford’s central position in the 
southern half of England and its relation- 
ship to the ports and the industrial 
Midlands is an attraction to many 
undertakings, which has made and will 
make it difficult to restrict its growth. 

Third, the restrictions placed on 
development in the City by the rivers and 
floodlands surrounding the City make a 
solution of its problems extremely diffi- 


cult. However, the rivers and floodlands 
have in the long run been an advan- 
tage, as they have prevented continuous 
development and have enabled the City 
to retain its green setting. 

A fourth factor in the planning of the 
City to be taken into account (it would 
be regarded as a problem rather than a 
factor by some local citizens) is the exten- 
sive interest taken in the City by people 
in high places. A glance at The Times, 
or the Manchester Guardian, will show 
the interest taken in the City by mem- 
bers of the Government (whichever 
Party is in power), the House of Lords, 
the Commons and many others; it will 
also show the apparent ease with which 
people can obtain access, on the subject 
of Oxford, to the correspondence 
columns of national newspapers. 

It is right and proper that this interest 
should be given. publicity, because 
Oxford, in spite of the cruel things that 
have happened to her, is still one of the 
great cities of the world and retains, in 
the old city centre and in its setting, one 
of the finest townscapes in Europe. 
Nevertheless, in spite of the widely-held 
view that Oxford is a national heritage 
rather than a local one, responsibility for 
planning the City remains with the City 
Council, subject to the control of the 
Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment who has the right, if he wishes to 
do so, to exercise his powers and take 
over the planning of the City himself. He 
has not so far exercised these powers. 


The Development Plan's Scope 


In the preparation of its Development 
Plan, the City Council rightly devoted 
a great deal of attention to safeguarding 
the old City area and its green setting. It 
is obvious that its unique townscape 
should be freed from the continuous 
stream of moving and stationary traffic, 
the miscellaneous clutter of street furni- 
ture and other offensive development, all 
flowing from the fact that the High-street 
and other famous central streets continue 
to be the only other through traffic routes 
linking east and west and providing the 
only access to the shops, theatres, cinemas, 
railway station and business area for 
those living on the east of Magdalen 
Bridge. 

The essence of the problem facing the 
City was, and still is, how to secure the 
objective of a restored and relieved old 
City centre, without doing severe damage 
to the green setting of the old City, con- 
tained) primarily in Christ Church 
Meadow on the south and the University 
Parks on the north. 

In order to discover the real facts of 
the traffic problem, the City Council 
agreed in 1949 to conduct an extensive 
Origin and Destination Traffic Survey. 
This survey was one of the most exten- 
sive traffic surveys taken in the country 
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‘Oxford in the Future, or the New 
Freshman’: From * Punch, Sept- 
ember 9, 1865 


up to that time, and the results were 
examined with considerable interest. As 
is usual with these matters, differing 
interpretations were put on the result, 
depending on which particular solution 
to the problem was favoured by the 
person interpreting. A number of 
clearly-established facts did emerge, 
however, such as the limited extent to 
which relief could be given by external 
by-passes, the preponderance of local 
traffic, and the large percentage of north- 
to-east traffic passing through the streets 
of the old city; a great deal of other 
information was also obtained, with 
which it is not possible to deal shortly 
in this article. 

Following the publication of the traffic 
survey results, the City Council examined 
a large number of proposals for new 
roads and bridges put before them; 
indeed it is probably impossible for any- 
one to produce a road, either on, under 
or over the surface anywhere in Oxford 
that has not already been exhaustivel) 
examined and recorded on the large map 
which shows all proposals. As _ it is 
impossible here to deal with even a few 
of these proposals, it had been hoped to 
reproduce this large map, but when 
reduced in size for publication the map 
was found to resemble something 
between a plan of the mouths of the 
Ganges and a contour map of the north 
slopes of Everest! 

After this short introduction to the 
road problem it is desirable to turn for 
a while to other matters in the approved 
City Development Plan, which have 
some influence on decisions regarding 
relief roads and, in the opinion of some. 
would render the construction of internal 
roads and the destruction often associated 
with them as quite unnecessary. 

In the City Development Plan which 
was approved by the Minister in 1955, it 
is stated that the plan is designed to 
preserve the existing character of the cily 
as a University city and at the same time 
to ensure that it continued to fulfil its 
other main functions as a regional centre, 





THE BUILDE 


I 


AAA Cn 


county al 
and tour 
regarded 
fulfil, hay 
features. 


I 


Anothe 
Plan is 
developm 
increases 
clearly a 
in this cc 
agreed t 
for the t 
concernes 
is impo 
although 
lation wi 
complete 
the two ; 
Council 
the adjc 
restrictin, 
Green B 
has been 
very tigh 
city, and 
to the ¢ 
Bridge o1 
sides. O 
these tw 
long wa 
Worse, bi 


1957 





were 
t. As 
Tering 
result, 
lution 
y the 
roof 
nerge, 
nt to 
ternal 
local 
north- 
streets 
other 
with 
hortly 


traffic 
mined 

new 
them; 
" any- 
under 
xford 
tively 
» map 
it is 
a few 
ved to 
when 
map 
thing 
f the 
north 


> the 
n for 
roved 
have 
rding 
some, 
fernal 
siated 


which 
55, it 
xd to 
e cil) 
- time 
fil its 
entre, 





July 5 1957 


THE BUIL DER 


























\ 
\ \\ . 
\\ \ e J f ¥ beg 


epee 7 






V/ 


Yj; fA 


= c 2s 


2d KIO 
YIO-CI IF 








Proposed New Hoads t+ —] 
Ruud closed, except to Cyclests Soares 
Road lusul, except bo Kedestruans 
University and other Public Busidungs Ess | 
4 Prope sel New Budding bec | 
*y Parlang Pluces P 
9 


Y% 
DD, 


A gst Cement 
Spit 


REDE VELO 
“iy » A 





, oS 
—, a {RI HURCH 4 eo) % ™® 
o Dp T 
; I Lp 
| vs 4 
fm 3B 
Jo Or 
» ; \ 
Te 8 . 
Ne oon ee ee ee = y Are prs Planning Ofpee 
o 


Map showing latest set of roads considered by the City Council 


county and market town, industrial city 
and tourist centre. This may well be 
regarded as a fairly difficult proposal to 
fulfil, having regard to the geographical 
features. 
Resisting Expansion 

Another principle of the Development 
Plan is the agreed policy to resist 
development which would lead to further 
increases in the population. This is 
clearly a most important step to take, and 
in this connection the City Council have 
agreed to limiting employment figures 
for the two main industries in the city 
concerned with the motor industry. It 
is important to realise here that, 
although the city might restrict its popu- 
lation within its boundaries, this can be 
completely nullified by development in 
the two adjoining counties, and the City 
Council has sought the co-operation of 
the adjoining planning authorities in 
restricting population. More recently a 
Green Belt has been established, which 
has been drawn, in the opinion of many, 
very tightly indeed in relation to the 
city, and it does in fact, come right in 
to the city, almost touching Magdalen 
Bridge on both its northern and southern 
sides. One could assume, therefore, that 
these two steps together ought to go a 
long way to preventing things getting 
Worse, but it must be borne in mind that 


even with these restrictions Oxford has 
a substantial overspill problem. It is 
clear that—in a thriving city with practic- 
ally no unemployment, a large number 
of unfilled vacancies in existing under- 
takings and the natural increase of the 
present population—there will be great 
difficulty in keeping the city within 
bounds. As a result of this the city has 
had to build estates for 5,000 people on 
the south-east side of the city, and is 
about to commence a further estate 
(probably the last new estate) for 5,000 
people on the south-east on a site which 
has recently been the subject of an 
agreed boundary extension with the 
Oxfordshire County Council. 

It is worth mentioning that, although 
regrettable for the way in which it 
resulted in the unplanned addition of a 
vast population without proper shopping 
facilities and public buildings on the east 
of the city, the introduction of the motor 
industry is not always regarded locally 
as a disaster. It has brought prosperity 
to the city. formerly almost entirely 
dependent on the University: it has, 
incidentally, brought large benefactions 
to the University from Lord Nuffield, and 
it has enabled the life of the city to con- 
tinue during the long vacation. It is 
understood that, before the development 
of the car industry, the city was partially 
deserted, shops closed and unemploy- 


ment considerable when the University 
and Colleges went down 


Battle Long Ago 


The car industry arrived almost un- 
observed, at a time when there were 
some planning powers available, even if 
they were not very effective. This is a 
direct contrast to the situation in 1865, 
when the Great Western Railway Com- 
pany decided to set up a railway works 
in Oxford; a proposal which generated 
practically as much heat as relief roads 
today, but whereas the road dispute is 
today definitely not a Town and Gown 
controversy, there being protagonists for 
various schemes in either camp, in 1865 
the University opposed the Great 
Western Railway and the citizens wel- 
comed them. Cartoons appeared in 
Punch, with an imaginary conversation 
between two persons, one of whom 
appears to be a Director of the Great 
Western Railway and says that he puts 
‘material utility above heverything.’ He 
goes on to say ‘ We'll set up our factory 
at Hoxford in the University’s teeth. . . . 
We mean to do it. I should like to cut 
a branch line right through the Colleges, 
and turn the biggest of ‘em into a ter- 
minus. The more we're abused for going 
to desecrate that Hoxford monkey, the 
more we're determined to carry it hout. 

The University won, and the railway 
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works were opened at Swindon. Perhaps 
history has repeated itself in part today, 
when the Pressed Steel Company, abiding 
by its agreement with the City Council 
to limit its employees to agreed figures, 
is building a factory at Swindon. 

In dealing with housing policy, the 
Development Plan shows that all major 
housing development is to take place on 
the south-east and east of the city, which 
is in turn part of the Council’s decentrali- 
sation policy to Cowley. In addition, 
land has been set aside for the relocation 
of industry at present badly sited in the 
central area, so that it may be moved on 
to the south-east of the city. 


The Cowley Centre 


The other important proposal flowing 
from this decentralisation policy is the 
provision of a major shopping and public 
buildings centre in Cowley itself. At the 
least it will provide facilities that the 
people of Cowley ought to have, and at 
the most it may make a considerable 
difference to the present congestion in the 
old city streets and in the present shop- 
ping centre immediately west of the old 
city. The Compulsory Purchase Order 
for the purchase of the land has recently 
been confirmed and the development, 
which is illustrated, consists of precinctual 
development with many interesting possi- 
bilities. It is hoped that it will provide 
in Cowley a completely contemporary 
development scheme which may go some 
way to offset the present depressing 
character of so large a part of the Cowley 
area. 

The Development Plan referred to 
many other proposals, the most import- 
ant of which was the removal of the 
gas works from its present position in 
St. Ebbe’s, south-west of Carfax. The 
gas works blighted the St. Ebbe’s area, 
dwarfed the view of the old city from 
certain quarters and probably greatly 
contributed to the decay of stonework in 
the city. The production of gas on the 
north bank of the river has now ceased 
and it is hoped that the remainder of 
the gas works will be removed in the 
foreseeable future. This, undoubtedly, 
was a notable planning victory, in which 
the many influences concerned with the 


city were brought to 


bear at the very 
highest _ level. It 
provides exhilarating 
opportunities for 


opening up the river 
frontage in conjunc- 
tion with the re- 
development of St. 
Ebbe’s area, which 
occupies roughly the 
south-west quadrant 
of the city. 

To return to the 
subject of roads, it 
should be noted that 
in submitting _ its 
Development Plan 
to -the Minister in 
March, 1953, the 
City Council had 
stressed the neces- 
sity for completing 
the outer by-passes, 
and work on _ these 
menced. On the provision of relief 
roads in the centre of the city, it 
was stated in the Development Plan that, 
although the construction of one or more 
inner relief roads might be found 
necessary in the future, it was the Coun- 
cil’s opinion that there did not appear to 
be so clear a case for any of the roads 
so far proposed as to justify their 
inclusion in the town map at that stage. 
It is probably right to say that, after 
exhaustive examination of many _pro- 
posals, this formula of words was adopted 
to get over the difficulty that arose be- 
cause it was impossible to get agreement 
on any one set of roads. 

In approving the Development Plan in 
August, 1955, the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government, then’ Mr. 
Duncan Sandys, said that the Develop- 
ment Plan included many proposals which 
he welcomed, including the Cowley 
Centre, by-passes and such like, but stated 
that in his opinion this was not sufficient 
to safeguard the old city from the 
present incessant stream of traflic throng- 
ing its streets. He, therefore, reminded 
the Council that they had agreed to sub- 
mit proposals for a new road to deal with 
this problem. The City Council speedily 

assured the Minister 


*Oxford Mail’ photo 


has recently com- 











*Oxtord Mail 


The Cowley Centre : Axonometric projection of shopping precinct 


pnoto 


that this was their 
intention. In Decem- 
ber, 1955, after 
further examina- 
tion and basing their 
proposals in part at 
least on the result of 
the extensive origin 
and destination sur- 
vey taken in 1949, 
the City Council 
produced proposals 
for a road on the 
south of the river 
known as the East- 
wyke Farm-road 
and another on the 
north of High-street 
leaving the London- 
road at the foot of 
Headington Hill and 
emerging into St. 
Giles’. These two 
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The Cowley Centre: Plan of shopping precinct 


roads were specifically linked in the City 
Council’s submission, and it was clearly 
stated that they should be approved 
together or rejected together. The reason 
for this was that the City Council 
thought that there might be a chance that 
those who did not believe in inner relief 
roads might succeed in getting the East- 
wyke Farm-road through and_ leaving 
out the more important northern road. 
These two roads successfully avoided 
touching in any form the two coveted 
open spaces of Christ Church Meadow 
on the south and the University Parks 
on the north, but the northern road affec- 
ted the character of St. Giles’ when it 
emerged into that street. It involved the 
demolition of a well-known local public 
house where * one for the road” immedi- 
ately took on a new significance. It was 
popularly rumoured that the Minister 
had given some indication to the City 
Council that, if these two roads were 
submitted, they would be approved, but 
this unfortunate suggestion was speedily 
removed when the Minister rejected the 
two proposals. 


The Meadow Road Proposal 


Whilst many people who firmly believe 
that Oxford’s problems will be solved by 
the by-passes, Cowley Centre and such 
like, without the necessity for building 
any additional roads near the centre, were 
pleased at the rejection of these roads by 
the Minister, they and many others were 
appalled at the remainder of his letter. 
This indicated that the Government 
having considered the matter were of the 
opinion that the real answer lay in the 
closure of Magdalen Bridge, and he sug- 
gested that the City Council should put 
forward proposals for a road directly 
through Christ Church Meadow rui- 
ning along the north side, just south ol 
the Broad Walk, crossing St. Aldate’s and 
curving through the area of St. Ebbes 
(planned for redevelopment), entering 
New Inn Hall-street and continuing north 
to a well-designed junction with St. 
Giles’. In making these suggestions, he, 
the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government, went on to say that he fully 
realised the necessity for constructing 4 
road through Christ Church Meadow 
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Map of the City of Oxford 


would be universally regretted, but, never- 
theless, he remained convinced that, 
looking at Oxford as the whole, the loss 
of quiet at the northern end of the 
Meadow would be greatly outweighed by 
the peace and dignity in the heart of the 
University. This clearly envisaged some- 
thing on the lines of the proposals made 
by Dr. Sharp after he had further con- 


sidered his proposals for the city first 
produced in 1947. 

The result of this letter was, to say the 
least, devastating. Many were convinced 
that this was the right thing to do and 
that it was a pleasant change for a 
Minister to take a positive and active part 
in this matter. Others were vehemently 
opposed to the suggestion and particu- 


larly the procedure associated with it. 
Clearly, it was not a direction to the City 
Council, which the Minister has, in any 
event, special power to do; it was, how- 
ever, a pretty strong hint. Subsequently, 
Christ Church issued a writ against the 
Minister which was withdrawn just be- 
fore a debate took place in the House of 
Lords on the whole problem. At the 
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debate in the House of Lords assurances 
were given that when these proposals 
were submitted the Public Inquiry would 
take an unusual course. An independent 
Inspector would be appointed, not from 
one of the Ministries, and his report 
would be published. Further his report 
would be debated in the House and in 
addition the Inquiry would range over all 
aspects of the Oxford planning problem: 
but before the debate, however, the 
Minister, Mr. Duncan Sandys, was trans- 
ferred to the Ministry of Defence and it 
was felt by some that there was probably, 
in view of this fact and the House of 
Lords debate, not so much likelihood of 
a road across the Meadow. On sub- 
mission of the plan by the Planning Com- 
mittee to the City Council the road (which 
almost precisely followed Dr. Sharp’s line 
across the Meadow but on the remainder 
of it proceeded somewhat differently) 
was firmly” rejected by the City 
Council. 


The Position Today 


What is the position today? On the 
one hand the approved Development 
Plan is being implemented. The by- 
passes are at least in part under con- 
struction: the Cowley Centre has been 
finally approved and should be starting 
as soon as the property involved can be 
acquired and cleared. Housing develop- 
ment on the south-east side of the city 
is proceeding, and the dismantling of the 
gas works on the north bank of the 
Thames is nearly complete. 

Meanwhile, in the absence of a 
decision as to whether or not there should 
be internal relief roads and, if there are 
to be roads, where they should run, 
effective planning is very difficult and 
some would say well nigh impossible. 
The redevelopment of both the blighted 
areas of St. Ebbe’s and St. Clement’s, 
each of which areas is likely to be 
affected by road proposals, cannot be 
deferred much longer. The University 
continues to expand and the proposals 
for the Keble-road triangle, for example, 
would be made much simpler for the 
architects engaged if they knew whether 
or not roads would be likely to affect the 
area. The approval of this proposal by the 
Planning Authority may also prove to be 
fraught with difficulties for this reason. 
Traffic continues to increase, and there is 
always the likelihood of further ill-placed 
street furniture in the old city centre. 


Another Survey Planned 


The latest position in the matter at the 
time of writing is that the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government has 
agreed with the city to hold another 
traffic and parking survey, and by a 
question in the House of Lords on July 
, and by correspondence recently in The 
Times, the Minister is being urged to 
hold the promised Public Inquiry. At 
present, of course, there are no proposals 
before the Minister into which he can 
inquire. 

The basic argument relating to traffic 
and the old city continues unresolved; 
some powerful interests contend that the 
Development Plan proposal should be 
implemented to see the relief obtained 


before engaging in surgical operations, 


face which 
removed. 


leaving scars on the city’s 
can never be concealed or 
Against this another group, equally 
powerful, says ‘proceed with the 
Development Plan proposals, useful as 
they may be, but roads will still be 
needed near the city centre and they must 
be defined and started soon.’ Of course, 
there are sub-divisions of these two main 
groups, but it looks as though the first 
group are nearly home and dry—though 
terms reminiscent of the Boat Race may 
be out of place here. Even if a decision 
on internal roads were taken in the near 
future, the construction could hardly start 
much before the by-passes and the 
Cowley Centre are partly finished, and 
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indeed work on most of the favoured 
road proposals is considerable ang 
would take some time to complete. 
The objective of all who love Oxford 
is the same, namely, to save her from 
the ever-increasing congestion and 
pressure on the priceless heritage of 
buildings forming her heart; but how can 
this best be done? The situation was 
best summarised by the Marquess of 
Salisbury, the Government spokesman in 
the debate on Oxford planning heid jn 
the House of Lords in February last, 
when he said *. . . I do not think I haye 
ever heard so many people supporting a 
single objective disagree so completely 
among themselves ‘about — what they 
wanted!’ 





CORRESPONDENCE 


Oxford: * Central Feature’ or 
* Frontispiece °? 
Sj IR.—These special features, somewhat 
like enlarged exterior reredoses, 
raised above gateways with superimposed 
‘orders’ flanking them, are well known 
but have not, to the best of my know- 
ledge, been diagrammatically compared; 
the accompanying diagrams may there- 
fore be of interest. The features pres- 
sumably derive from the medieval col- 
lege gateway-towers so well represented 
in Cambridge and Oxford, where, how- 
ever, the latest example seems to be that 
of Corpus Christi (Front Quad, north 
range) of c.1520. The fagades have been 
drawn to a hypothetical uniform width 
for comparison, originally with the 
intention of displaying them vertically; 
the actual comparative sizes can easily 
be visually gauged from the figured 
dimensions at the foot. 
The four principal examples are 
shown, all either Jacobean or (an unusual 
word in architecture) *Carolean.’ It 


OXFORD CENTRAL FEATURES 


WADHAM COLLEGE: 
E.RANGE, W FRONT 
1610-15 


MERTON COLLEGE: 
FELLOWS quan S RANGE. 
N FRONT 4668 - 








—___.., 


will be seen that there is no very recog- 
nisable ‘evolution’: the first three grow 
progressively larger, the fourth is less so: 
the first two have four stages, the third 
five, but the last has only ‘so to say) 
2}, a giant order being used to compre- 
hend two stages. The stylistic treatment 
is remarkable. The first two are pre- 
dominantly classical, with unobtrusive 
Tudor survivals; the third surprisingly 
diverges both ways at once, prominent 
mullion-transomed windows being 
flanked by ‘skirted’ columns of French 
type; the fourth goes baroque in its 
columns backed by pilasters and _ its 
segmental pediment. In all four the 
entablatures are broken forward over the 
orders. 

A fifth and still later example has been 
omitted as eccentric, with two doorways 
together and no superimposed orders: 
viz. University College, Main Quad., 
south range, 1637-57. 


H. V. MOLESWorTH ROBERTS. 
Wallington. 


(Correspondence continued on page 28) 


FRONTISPI ecrs 
R ' SCHOOLS QUAD 


2 E.RANGE, W FRONT 
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. TTF) ST JOMNS COLES 
i 7 CANTERBURY QUAD. E RAN 
ha iPser WFRONT 1631-36 
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From the south 
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Builders 


HIS new building consists of a sub-fire-station to serve the needs of the eastern half of the City, 
where most of the industry is situated. The present building completes the development of this 

site for the time being, the drill yard, auxiliary garage, deep lift well, etc., having been carried out 
under a previous contract. There remains the possibility of adding a third storey to the two-storey 


wing and a further bay to the appliance room. 


The building consists of a three-bay appliance room, drill tower and two-storey administrative 
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View from the south- 
east showing the ad- 
ministrative wing on 
the right, the three- 
bay appliance room 
and the training tower 
at the rear 


wing. The construction is traditional with load-bearing brick walls and piers, steel beams as necessary 
on the first floor and precast R.C. beam floors and roof. Load-bearing partitions are in brickwork and 
non-load-bearing in ‘ Thermalite.” The appliance room is spanned with light steel trusses and decked 
with 2-in. woodwool slabs. 


The two-storey wing is finished internally with plaster and distemper with glazed cement wall finish 
in the sanitary accommodation. The appliance room is finished internally with facing brickwork, 
Heating is by low-pressure hot water with radiators generally but with industrial unit heaters in the 
appliance room. The boiler uses solid fuel and is fed by an automatic underfeed stoker. 
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The floor finishes are various : Hardwood strip in the recreation/dining-room ; asphalt in the stores ; 
terrazzo tiles in the lavatories ; studded rubber in the muster bay ; quarry tiles in the appliance room ; 
and the remainder in thermoplastic tiles. The lighting generally is controlled by local switches but 
certain essential lights are controlled from the watch-room panel. These have been duplicated so that 
in the event of a power failure essential lighting can be provided from storage batteries. 
East 
Oxford 
Fire 
Station 
uth- 
ad- 
on 
ree- 
Jom 
wer 








An interior view of the 
combined _ recreation 
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Subcontractors & Suppliers :— 


Bricks, J. P. Walshe and Sons, Ltd. ; structural floor and roof and lintols and cills, Cowley 
Concrete Co., Ltd. ; heating and hot water services, F. Church, Ltd. ; electrical work, Hill, 
Upton and Co., Ltd. ; felt roof covering and woodwool decking, Vulcanite, Ltd. ; reinforce- 
ment to in situ R.C. work, The Square Grip Reinforcement Co., Ltd. ; metal door frames, Henry 
Hope and Sons, Ltd. ; glazed cement wall finish, John Ellis and Sons, Ltd. ; windows and case- 
ment doors, and structural steelwork, Gardiner Sons and Co., Ltd.; flush doors, excluding 
appliance room, Boulton and Paul, Ltd. ; appliance room doors, Woodworth Joinery, Ltd. : 
sanitary fittings, Rowe Brothers and Co., Ltd. 


General ironmongery, Stephenson and Co. (Oxford), Ltd. ; special ironmongery, Parker, 
Winder and Achurch, Ltd. ; hardwood strip flooring, S. Bennett and Son (Wood Flooring), 
Ltd.; Accotile and studded rubber, S. H. Ware and Co., Ltd. ; asphalt flooring, Oxford Asphalt 
Co. ; terrazzo tile flooring, Minoli and Co. ; stair balustrading, Lockerbie and Wilkinson 
(Birmingham), Ltd.:; roof lights, Hills (West Bromwich), Ltd.; lightning conductor, R. C. Cutting 
and Co., Ltd. ; plastic name plates to internal doors, Parco Industries ; lighting fittings, Falk, 
Stadelmann and Co., Ltd., The Merchant Adventurers, Ltd. ; paint, Joseph Freeman Sons and 
Co., Ltd. (Cementone). 
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les SITE is on Hinksey Hill, adjacent to 

Bagley Wood, and contained a large 
number of fruit trees, which the client 
wished to retain. To avoid a closed-in 
feeling from the trees, it was decided to 
place the main living quarters on the first 
floor and to use the ground floor for 
entrance hall, garage, workshop, heating 
chamber, children’s playroom, etc. The 
result is an unusual plan, but one which 
the building owners have found to be 
convenient in use and to have a delightful 
outlook above tree level. 

The ground-floor walls are in brindled 
Staffordshire red-blue bricks, and the first 
floor is rendered white in ‘Tyrolean’ 
finish. The roof is of slates. The trim to 
windows and the string course is in stone. 
Window frames are in wood, painted. 





From the south-west 


West elevation 
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BUILDER’S 


Hinksey Hill, 


Oxford 


for: 


D. W. TOLSON 


Architects: 
BOOTH, LEDEBOER 
and PINCKHEARD 


Builders: 
T. H. KINGERLEE & Sons, Ltd. 
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0oWN HOUSE 


PLANS & SECTION, § Scale I in. = 16 ft. 
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Hinksey Hill, Oxford 





22 THE BUILDER July 5 1957 THE BU! 


LABORATORIES & OFFICES, for 





Wolvercote 
Paper Mill, 
Oxford 

£8) LV E RC OTE Architects: 


PAPER MILL BOOTH, LEDEBOER 
and PINCKHEARD SITE PLAN 

















Quantity Surveyors: WAKEMAN, TROWER & Partners 





Builders: T. H. KINGERLEE & Sons, Ltd. 


OLVERCOTE PAPER MILL manufactures high grade Bible and book printing 

papers. It has existed on this site since the seventeenth century and in 1854 

was acquired by Oxford University. The conversion of an existing disused chapel. 

which had been in use for paper storage, for laboratories and offices was undertaken 
as the first stage of a larger scheme of reconstruction and expansion. 

The work of conversion was undertaken during a period of severe limitation in the 
availability of building materials. For this reason, the maximum use was made of 
materials from the existing building, of hardwoods and of precast, prestressed 
concrete structural members. The planning of the offices and laboratories on 

i ground and first floors is based on a repeating window unit with structural mullions, 
elevation which will permit the rearrangement of partitions if required in the future. 
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A model of the whole redevelopment of the paper mill 
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Materials used externally are walls: rubble stone, the trim 
to doors and windows in Clipsham stone, the panels below 
windows on the south facade are in Tyrolean finish, and the 
plinth to the south facade is in slate. The roof finish is slate. 
Windows on the south facade are double hung sashes in Iroko 
with a natural oiled finish. On the north and east facades 
window frames are painted white. Door frames generally are 
painted white; the main entrance doors are dark blue, and 
the secondary entrance doors are painted warm grey. 

The verges and eaves are painted white; soffits are plastered 
and painted ivory. Gutters and downpipes have an enamelled 
finish, dove grey. 

Floors on the ground floor are generally lino on a concrete 
subfloor; the entrance hall and waiting room have cork tiles; 
the secondary entrance hall and lavatories have floor tiles. The 
first floor is generally Iroko strip boarding. 

Walls internally, generally, are plastered, lavatories have 
tiled dadoes; the controller’s room is flush panelled in teak; 
and the main entrance is flush panelled in chestnut. 

The ceilings of the offices are acoustic tile, the laboratories 
have plaster. Window boards, generally, are terrazzo; the 
controller’s room has teak; the lavatories have glazed tiles. 

Central heating is by a gas-fired boiler for a low-pressure hot- 
water system, otherwise water heating is by ‘Ascot’ gas water 
heaters. In the laboratories, benches and fittings are generally 
in teak. A small room adjacent to the laboratory is maintained 
at constant humidity for paper-testing purposes. 

Lighting fittings in the main consist of fluorescent ‘egg 
crate’ units built into acoustic tile ceilings. Specially designed 
furniture and built-in fittings were provided in the controller’s 
room, the laboratory, the general office, waiting room, and 
private secretary’s office. ; 

First-floor landing 


North elevation 


Subcontractors & Suppliers :— 

Central heating, constant humidity plant, F. G. 
Alden, Ltd. ; gas boiler, Thomas Potterton, Ltd. ; 
gas water heaters, Ascot Gas Water Heaters, Ltd. ; 
electrical installation, Hill Upton and Co., 
Ltd. ; lighting fittings, Troughton and Young, 
Ltd., The Merchant Adventurers, Ltd., The British 
Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. ; external renderings, 
Callow and Keppich ; panelling, specialist joinery 
and fittings, J. P. White and Sons, Ltd. ; sanitary 
fittings, Shanks and Co., Ltd. ; acoustic ceiling 
tiles, H. W. Cullum and Co., Ltd. ; cork flooring, 
Armstrong Cork Co., Ltd. ; terrazzo window 
boards, Art Pavements and Decorations, Ltd. ; 
wall and floor tiling, Carter and Co. (London), 
Ltd. ;: door furniture, Dryad Metalworks ; 
locks, Josiah Parkes, Ltd. ; sash pullings and 
chains, Rhodes Chains, Ltd. ; controlled electric 
clocks, Gent and Co., Ltd.; paints, Screeton 
Paintmaker ; internal telephones, The Reliance 
Telephone Co., Ltd.; laboratory equipment, 
A. Gallenkamp and Co., Ltd. ; furniture, J. 
White and Sons, Ltd. ; carpets, Elsa Booth, Ltd. ; 
venetian blinds, Avery and Co., Ltd. ; lettering, 
The Lettering Centre. 


Main entrance 
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News of the Week 


RIBA Hon. Officers 


T the RIBA Council meeting on 
‘* Tuesday, the following were elected 
to complete the Council (see The Builder, 
June 28): Vice-Presidents (in addition to 
Mr. Harold Conolly, CBE): Leonard C. 
Howitt, T. E. Scott, CBE, and J. H. 
Forshaw, CB. Hon. Secretary: Basil 
Spence, OBE, ARA (re-appointed). Hon. 
Treasurer: E. D. Jefferiss Mathews, OBE. 


RICS Gold Medal Award 


Tue RICS Chartered Surveyors’ Gold 
Medal and £105 Prize, 1957, has been 
awarded to Dr. Wilfred Robert Logan, 
BA, of London, for his paper on 
‘Capital Formation and Land Value.’ 
Hon. mentions to: (i) Bryan William 
Anstey, BSc, of London, for his paper on 
‘Technical Progress and Land Tenure,’ 
and (ii) Michael Foster-Taylor, ARICS, of 
Southend-on-Sea, Essex, for his paper on 
‘Political Theory and Land Ownership.’ 


Plymouth Civic Centre 


PryMouTH City CouNciIL has been 
recommended by its reconstruction com- 
mittee to engage the services of Messrs. 
G. A. Jellicoe and Partners, 12, Gower- 
street, WC1, to complete the design of 
the Civic Centre prepared by the City 
Architect Mr. H. J. W. Stirling, ARIBA. 
The plan includes the council house, 
council offices and the design and lay- 
out of the Square. Their fees will be 44 
per cent. of the cost of the executed 
works, this because of the stage reached 
in the preparation of sketch plans and 
the need to employ consultants. 


Town Planning President 


Mr. B. J. CoLLins has been elected 
President of the Town Planning Institute 
for 1957-58, and will take office in 
November next. Mr. Collins is the 
County Planning Officer for Middlesex. 


Bonusing as a Science 


IT IS ALWAYS PLEASANT to find faith in 
an idea rewarded. The party which Mr. 
R. H. James and his partners gave on 
Monday evening at 7, Hobart-place, 
SWI, to celebrate the completion of their 
first five years as production consultants 
to the building and civil engineering 
industries, marked the successful end of 
the initial period of a new profession— 
the advising of builders, civil engineers 
and building authorities on the means 
best suited to their particular needs for 
the successful running of _ incentive 
schemes. Mr. James, who until 1952 
was head of the department of the 
Ministry of Works which devised 
schemes to suit builders not only of new 
building but of maintenance work, 
brought together at the party a large 
number of his old colleagues at the 
Ministry, as well as engineers, architects 
and building managers to local authori- 
ties. One of these last, Mr. A. Ayres, 
ARICS, followed Mr. H. H. Mont- 
gomerie, past Under Secretary, the 
Ministry of Works, in paying warm 
tribute to advice which, he said, had 
saved Bermondsey Borough Council 
many thousands of pounds. All seems 


set fair at Hobart-place for a productive 
voyage. 


Re-decoration of Churches 


“THE RE-DECORATION of Ancient 
Churches’ now published for the Central 
Council for the Care of Churches by the 
Church Information Board, Church 
House, Dean’s Yard, Westminster, SW1, 
(6d.; by post 8d.) is No. VIII in the series 
Pamphlets on the Care of Churches. It 
gives a great deal of practical guidance 
on the treatment of church wall surfaces. 


Ball at Blenheim 


ALL TICKETS for the Ball in con- 
junction with the British Architects’ Con- 
ference on July 12 have been sold. The 
Ball is to be held at Blenheim Palace. 


RCA Anniversary Exhibition 


BECAUSE of the interest in the Anniver- 
sary Exhibition of the Reinforced Con- 
crete Association at the Building Centre 
it has been decided to extend it by a 
further week until July 12. 


Posts Vacant 


BRISTOL City CoUNCIL invite appli- 
cations by July 31 for the post of City 
Architect. Salary £2,605 rising to £2,920. 

APPLICATIONS are invited by August 2 
for the post. of Lecturer in Architecture 
in the University of Manchester. Salary 
on a scale from £900 to £1,650 per 
annum. 

THE GOVERNMENT OF Kuwalt, Public 
Works Department, invite applications 
for Assistant Architects and Assistant 
Engineers. Salaries offered are within 
the scale of £1,700 to £1,900 per annum 
rising by £100 per annum. 

Details advertised elsewhere. 


Professional Announcement 


Mr. R. E. SumMMeRS, ARIBA, has taken into 
partnership Mr. Patrick O'Keeffe, Dipl Arch 
(Sheffield), ARIBA, and Mr. Geoffrey Williams, 
and has moved to new offices at 10, Man- 
chester-square. London, W1. The new title of 
the firm is: ROBERT SUMMERS AND PARTNERS. 
Tel.: Welbeck 0951/2 (the same). 


FROM ‘ THE BUILDER’ OF 1857 
Saturday, July 4, 1857 


UNIVERSITY OF METROPOLITAN 
SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES.—Of the phases 
of our time and generation, the most 
remarkable is the progress of education. 
Within a short period two universities 
have been founded, and most successfully 
carried out, in London, and three in Ire- 
land, besides many provincial colleges. 
In addition to this advance, all the great 
towns have instituted schools of art, of 
design, and of general instruction, for the 
masses inhabiting these emporia of trade; 
but the most palpable sign of advance is 
the more liberal admission to the old 
universities of extern probationists for 
literate degrees. Educational conferences 
show the tone of public opinion; and the 
zealous perseverance of Royalty in the 
promotion and culture of sciences and 
arts predicts that schools of instruction 
shall be hereafter more effective in 
spreading widely that intelligence which 
ennobles a nation—From a _ Leading 
Article. 


COMING EVENTS 
SATURDAY, JULY 6. 

INSTITUTE OF BUILDERS.—Visit to Lea Hall 
Colliery, Armitage Lower-rd., Rugeley, Staffs. 
Assembly at main entrance to colliery at 
9.30 a.m. 

TUESDAY, JULY 9. 

LONDON ASSOCIATION OF MASTER STONE 

MASONS.—Presentation of prizes to apprentices 


in stonemasonry in the London Region. 47, 
Bedford-sq.,;WC1. 2.30 p.m. 


SATURDAY, JULY 13. 

WomEN’s ENGINEERING SOCIETY.—Two-day 
conference on Careers for Girls in Engineering. 
City of Coventry Training College. Continu- 
ing until July 14. 


COMPETITION NEWS 
Auschwitz Memorial, Poland 


A COMPETITION for the erection of a 
memorial on the site of the Auschwitz- 
Birkenau concentration camp, Poland, 
organised by the International Ausch- 
witz Committee, is open to all artists and 
architects. It is anonymous and in two 
stages. 


Closing date for first stage: March 15, 
1958. 


Projects to be sent to the Auschwitz 
Museum (International Competition), Oswie- 
cim, Poland. The Jury of Assessors 
includes two architects appointed by the 
IUA, Signor Giuseppe Perugini and Mr. 
J. B. Bakema. Two representatives have 
been appointed by the International Associa- 
tion of Art Critics and two by the Inter- 
national Association of Plastic Arts, one 
of whom is Mr. Henry Moore. The 
winner will be charged with the execution of 
the project or will receive a premium of 
500,000 French francs. 


The conditions can be obtained on pay- 
ment of £1 to be credited to Creditanstalt, 
Bankverein, Wien, on application to the 
Secretariat of the International Auschwitz 
Committee, Weigandhof 5, Vienna, Austria 
Closing date for applications: September 1, 
1957. 

Questions regarding the interpretation of 
the Conditions can be addressed before 
December 1, to the Secretariat of the 
International Union of Architects, 15, Quai 
Malaquais, Paris 6eme. 


RICS 
Election of OS Committee 


UNDER the by-laws of the Royal Institu- 
tion of Chartered Surveyors half the 
members of the Quantity Surveyors’ Com- 
mittee retire annually but may offer them- 
selves for re-election. The result of the 
ballot for the election of the Committee 
for 1957-1958 is as follows: 

Metropolitan Section: J. T. A. Brooks, CBE, 
A. W. Davson, OBE, L. E. Henderson, William 
James, A. H. Killick, J. G. Osborne and E. P. 
Stewart, CBE. Provincial Section: R. G 
Davies (Derby) ; 


Frank Hyams (Manchester) ; 
E. Morley Smith (Southampton); P. R. Pank 
(Norwich); C. E. Whitfield Richards (Cardiff) 


and G. P. Vale (Wolverhampton). Pro- 
fessional Associates: A. TT. Brett-Jones 
(London). Junior Quantity Surveyors: H. L 
Ager (London). 


At the first meeting of the newly-elected 
Quantity Surveyors’ Committee the follow- 
ing were elected Officers for 1957-1958: 

Chairman: K. K. Dale (Birmingham). Vice- 
chairman: D. Walford (Liverpool and 


London). Hon. Secretary: William James 
(London). 
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The Town Planning Institute 
LEWIS MUMFORD HONOURED BY GOLD MEDAL 


MR. LEWIS MUMFORD, the eminent 

American sociologist and writer, and 
Bemis Professor at the Institute of Tech- 
nology, Massachusetts, was honoured by 
the Town Planning Institute at Living- 
stone Hall, Westminster, SW1, on June 
27, when he was presented with the 
Institute’s Gold Medal for outstanding 
achievement in the field of town and 
country planning. An international award, 
it is the highest honour the Institute can 
bestow, and the presentation, made by 
the Institute’s President, Mr. Maurice J. 
Hellier, AMIMunE (County Planning 
Officer for Derby), took place in the 
presence of a large gathering of members. 


SiR WILLIAM HOLForD, as first sponsor 
of the award, paid warm tribute to Mr. 
Mumford’s qualities. He said that of all 
the standards, modules and measuring 
rods which planners used, and which 
quite often they had to amend, one of 
the most constant and dependable had 
been the standard of criticism maintained 
over the past 30 years by Lewis Mumford. 
Not that they always agreed with his 
view at the time. There must often be 
a difference of approach between designer 
on the one hand, working from the inside 
and frequently distracted by the means 
necessary to achieve even a limited objec- 
tive, and the critic looking at it from the 
outside and entitled—as he must be—to 
question the very ends at which the 
planner was aiming. 

An example of this was Mumford’s 
review of the County of London Plan. 
That review was worth reading in the 
changed circumstances of today. But 
looked at in perspective, the real gain to 
the whole profession, and to the art of 
town planning itself, was the existence of 
such standard of criticism—a measuring 
rod that one could trust. It was, as in 
so many things, a question of integrity. 
Another characteristic was his generosity 
—the warmth and constructiveness that 
made him a good teacher. 

‘The Philosopher's Touch’ 

‘But most important of all Mumford’s 
gifts, said Sir William, ‘is his ability to 
fit the single piece into the jigsaw. He 
has the philosopher’s touch in tracing the 
relationship of a building to a pattern of 
buildings, of a plan to the whole culture 
of period. No doubt this is a legacy from 
Patrick Geddes. But Geddes was 
essentially a scientist who recognised the 
links between all the physical sciences 
and what is called today “human 
geography,” whereas Mumford _ is 
essentially an artist who has taken civili- 
sation as a canvas. 

‘These are the reasons, as it seems to 
me (said Sir William), why there is 
integrity in Lewis Mumford’s teachings 
and writings—a quality which is needed 
more than any other in the conduct of 
our affairs and the practice of our pro- 
fession at the present time.’ 

ProFessor J. S. ALLEN, King’s College, 
Durham University, the second sponsor 
of the award, said that Mumford had 
made planners think furiously. Indeed, 


not only had he made the older genera- 
tion think, but he had made the younger 
generation worship. For the past 30 
years Mumford had been creating books 
of outstanding value and unlike many 
writers, he had not written himself out. 
To the young planner he opened up new 
fields with his knowledge. He was a 





LEWIS MUMFORD, to whom the Gold 
Medal of the Town Planning Institute was 
presented on June 27 


sociologist and philosopher, but was not 
content with the narrow field because 
he took the whole world for his city. 

Acknowledging the award, Mr. 
MUMFORD said he was exceptionally 
proud of the honour the Town Planning 
Institute had bestowed on him, knowing 
full well that he had never planned even 
so much as the sidewalk of a city. He 
paid tribute to the previous recipients of 
the award — Sir George Pepler and Sir 
Patrick Abercrombie. As one of the 
severest critics of the Greater London 
Plan, he felt his praise of Sir Patrick— 
that rare combination of the industry of 
a dray horse with the brilliant speed of 
a racer — must mean something. Sir 
Patrick was a man of very great stature, 
whose work would continue to inspire 
them for many years. 

Mr. Mumford also paid tribute to 
Raymond Unwin, whom he described as 
having created a new kind of urban form 
without realising its theoretical impli- 
cations. There were still many lessons to 
be learnt from Hampstead Garden 
Suburb which had not been assimilated 
by the designers of the new towns, and 
the same was true of Barry Parker’s 
Wythenshawe. Patrick Geddes had been 
a great influence on him in that he had 
opened up the world of urban sociology 
and kept him from thinking in com- 
partments. 

* Life (continued Mr. Mumford) trans- 
cends all kinds of categories; the people, 
I believe, who have most influenced 
thought in planning have not been pro- 
fessional town planners, because the very 
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assumption of a profession narrows the | 
scope of life. During the last century 
planners have had a relatively easy jo} 
of fighting against disorder, congestion 
and ugliness. It is a clear goal, but no 
longer a sufficiently positive one. The 
English conception of the new town as 
an organic unit is a tremendous advance 
that will help to create a new kind of | 
urban civilisation, but we need to fe. | 
examine the functions and purposes of | 
a city. Today we are sacrificing the city’s F 
health and welfare to one function — the f 
movement of the private motor car—and | 
sO we repeat all the mistakes. made ip | 
the railway age. Variety and choice are 
the essence of urban life.’ 





‘A Purposeless Life’ 

We were, said Mr. Mumford, creating. 
with every technical source at our com. | 
mand, a completely purposeless life—a | 
civilisation in which there was no good 
reason why violence, irrationality and | 
suicide should not break out. We could 
not create cities adequate for human | 
development until we changed the fete | 
of interest from motion to meaning. 
‘The problem confronting the planner 
today is to redefine the purposes of the f 
city in terms of human needs—purposes | 
which will lead to the creation of new | 
urban forms, uniting the parts of the | 
human personality and projecting this 
unity into its environment. Planners 
need, above all, a new image of the city 
to take the place of the obsolete pattern 
evolved over the past seven thousand | 
years—a pattern which has so little to 
offer that people seek only to escape it, 


DIRECTOR GENERAL 
OF WORKS 


MoW Post Open 


THE CIviL SERVICE COMMISSIONERS 
invite applications for this permanent 
post in London. Age at least 40 on 
September 1, 1957. The Director 
General of Works controls the whole of 
the building and engineering work 
(including maintenance) of the Ministry 
of Works; this work involves in 1957/58 
an expenditure of over £50 million. His 
senior staff include a Chief Architect, a 
Chief Mechanical and Electrical Engin- 
eer, a Director of Maintenance Services, 
and a Chief Quantity Surveyor. 

Applicants must have appropriate profes: | 
sional qualifications and must have had | 
wide and varied experience in the design 
and erection of important buildings, includ- 
ing major public buildings, and in_ the 
organisation and direction of large building 
and civil engineering schemes. The ability 
to manage economically a large and profes- 
sional and technical staff and to supervise 
an industrial organisation, experience of | 
cost control, and an interest in the tech- 
niques of management will be important 


—— 


qualifications. 
Salary £4,500. The post is expected to 
become vacant early in 1958. Further 


particulars and application forms from the 
Secretary, Civil Service Commission, scien- 
tific Branch, 30, Old  Burlington-street. 
London, WI, quoting No. §.4722/57/10. 
Application forms should be returned by 
August 22, 1957, 








' 
i 
% 
' 











THE BU 


6 Th 
Sir Fr 
AN a 
*™" Ma 
the Inst 
SIR FRE 
the foll 
The t 
for the 
placed | 
committ 
several 
deplore 
manage! 
ship ca 
The gre 
say that 
decision 
In ju 
any bu 
size, sh 
who 1 
Since | 
econom 
more € 
functior 
industry 
There 
subordi 
cessors 
most in 
the bos 
the org 
First 
manage 
are exp 
agers, ¢ 
electror 
use his 
their b: 
beware 
particul 
tical e 
technic: 
know e 
expert 
shield ¢ 
or whe 
less b 
project 
academ 
ager 1 
betwee! 
patient 
expert | 
danger 
field is 
of the | 
he shot 
be an 
amateu 
Turn 
manag¢ 
are the 
In thre 
them it 
whethe: 
bring it 
of 18 
univers 
probler 
his top 
a costly 
tion, ey 
the tyr 
promot 








5 1957 


OWS the 
century 
'ASY job 
1Zestion 
but no 
°. The 
lOWn as 
advance 
Kind of : 
to re. 
OSes of 
he city’s 
1 — the 
4T—and 
nade in F 
dice are 


ae 





Teating, 
Ir COm- 
life—a 
O good 
ty and 
e could 
human 
e focus 
ng. 
planner 
of the 
Urposes 
of new 
of the 
ng this 
lanners 
the city 
pattern 
ousand 
ittle to 
‘ape it. 


tAL 


Ne ne aiiinamanaaealtninaniime inal 


—eeeegrenteyes 


SIONERS | 
manent 
40 on | 
Yirector 
hole of 
work 
linistry 
957/58 
n. His § 
itect, a 
Engin- 
“rvices, 


ee 


profes- 
ve had 
design 
includ- 
in the } 
uilding | 
ability 
profes 
pervise 
nce of 
2 tech- 
portant 


— 


————————— 


sted to 
Surther 
ym _ the 
scien- | 
-street, 
57/10. 
ied by 











THE BUILDER July 5 1957 


‘The Manager as Leader’ 


Sir Frederic C. Hooper’s Lecture to Institute of Builders 


AN address on the subject of ‘The 
+* Manager as Leader’ was given to 
the Institute of Builders on May 15, by 
Sik FREDERIC Hooper, BSc, from which 
the following extracts are taken: 

The trend has been (said Sir Frederic) 
for the old 19th-century boss to be re- 
placed by a board of directors or by a 
committee of management made up of 
several joint managing directors. I 
deplore this trend. Even in 1957 the 
manager must be a leader, and leader- 
ship cannot come from a committee. 
The great Duke of Marlborough used to 
say that when he did not want to take a 
decision he would call a council of war. 

In just the same way, I believe that 
any business organisation, whatever its 
size, should be run by a single person 
who takes executive responsibility. 
Since the war the solution of our 
economic problems has made this all the 
more essential. What, then, are the 
functions of the boss in terms of modern 
industry? 

There are three. He must manage his 
subordinates; he must see that his suc- 
cessors are being found and trained; and, 
most important of all, he must remain 
the boss of his workers, however large 
the organisation. 

First of all let us consider how he must 
manage his managers, many of whom 
are experts—sales and production man- 
agers, accountants, scientific researchers, 
electronic engineers. The manager must 
use his experts to the full by picking 
their brains; at the same time he must 
beware of trying to take over their jobs, 
particularly if he himself has had prac- 
tical experience in the past of their 
technical work. He should, however, 
know enough of this to detect when an 
expert is hiding his failure behind a 
shield of bogus and high-flown verbiage, 
or when a specialist is being swayed 
less by the practical value of a 
project to the business than by its 
academic perfection. Here the man- 
ager must steer a _ delicate course 
between prudent profit-making and that 
patient encouragement on which the 
expert thrives best. Perhaps the greatest 
danger of all for the manager in this 
field is to have been promoted from one 
of the expert branches. It is better that 
he should, in the eyes of all his experts, 
be an inspired and _ understanding 
amateur. 

Turning to the second function of 
management which {i mentioned, where 
are the manager’s successors to be found? 
In three places, I think. He can find 
them in the lower ranks of his business, 
Whether in factory or office; he can 
bring in young people, either adolescents 
of 18 or those who have just finished 
university training, or, if he neglects the 
problem, he will eventually have to buy 
his top managers from somewhere else— 
a costly and not always satisfactory solu- 
tion, except in my own case! Whatever 
the type of business, it should develop 
Promotion schemes by which people are 


spotted, examined annually, and given 
every opportunity for further education. 

The next source of management suc- 
cession is the man with good social 
background and university education 
chosen to be a management trainee. 
Here the situation has changed vastly 
during the past 20 years; queues of 
employers wait for graduates instead of 
queues of indifferent graduates trying to 
find jobs in industry. I say ‘ indifferent’ 
because all the best at that time went 
into the professions. Modern managerial 
trainees require tactful handling. They 
may be sensitive, imaginative young men, 
straight from the university, to whom 
some aspects of the business will appear 
dull, drab and dirty. They need protect- 
ing rather than driving. It is useless for 
the manager to say that if they are made 
of the right stuff they will survive. You 
might as well bring an orchid back to 
your garden, plant it on a north wall, 
and say that if it is made of the right 
courageous stuff it will grow. Be toler- 
ant of his outside interests, of his difficult 
even objectionable—character and 
opinions. The man who is going to be 
of real value to the business in his thirties 
and forties is unlikely to be particularly 
modest or hard-working in his twenties. 
Remember the wise words of a German 
general: 

‘I divide my officers,’ he said ‘into 
four classes. Each of them belongs to 
two of these categories—clever, stupid, 





lazy and industrious. Those who are 
both clever and industrious should 
receive good staff appointments. Those 


who are lazy and stupid should have 
places found for them. Those who are 
clever and lazy should reach the highest 
posts of all. Those who are stupid and 
industrious should be got rid of at once.’ 

Finally, there is the most important 
problem of all which the manager must 
face—the relationship between the boss 
and his whole working force. . I cannot 
stress too often or too forcibly that the 
boss of any business, whatever its size, 
should retain the management of his 
workers in his own hands. On no 
account must this be delegated to a 
personnel manager or personnel depart- 
ment. Most businesses’ will have 
such a manager and such a depart- 
ment, but they should concern them- 
selves only with day-to-day prob- 
lems. The ultimate responsibility for 
labour policy and its implementation 
must remain with the boss, whatever 
other responsibilities he may wish to 
delegate. 


Questions 


Some questions followed the address, 
to which Sir Frederic gave answers. 

Q: Should members of a family busi- 
ness succeed to its highest posts after 
training in that business, or should they 
be trained elsewhere?—A: I am all in 
favour of the family business, but think 
it only fair to a young man that he should 
find his feet elsewhere and enter the 
family business later. He will then be 
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accepted not as the son of his father, but 
as an acknowledged and experienced 
man in his own right. 

Q: Will businesses continue to grow in 
size, and will they on reaching a certain 
size break down into smaller units again? 
—A: Yes, they will continue to grow in 
size, because modern methods of produc- 
tion and sale depend upon larger 
markets not confined to a single country. 
Larger businesses mean a reduction in 
management costs, by which we can com- 
pete with other nations. However large 
the business, it can still be controlled by 
a single man and retain its sense of 
unity, though of course there must be 
devolution of functions. 

Q: Should not managers start work 
daily at the same time as the workers?— 
A: I have never heard such nonsense in 
my life. One cannot measure a man- 
ager’s worth by the number of hours he 
spends in his office. A good business 
leader should spend at the most half his 
working time in his office or factory— 
and I do not consider week-ends working 
time. One of his first duties, as I have 
said, is to find out what is happening in 
the social, political, scientific, economic 
and artistic worlds around him. 

Q: Could Sir Frederic comment. on the 
labour turnover figure of 70 per cent. in 
the building industry?—A: Such a figure 
obviously depends on the type of work 
the men are doing and whether you want 
to keep a permanent labour force. In 
my own business, in spite of seasonal 
demand for our products, we do not sack 
men seasonally—otherwise we never see 
them again. With planned production, 
since our products will keep, we do not 
lay men off. 


SIR IAN MACALISTER 
The Memorial Service 


A MEMORIAL SERVICE for Sir Ian Mac- 
Alister was held on June 28 at All Souls’, 
Langham-place. The Rev. C. J. E. 
Lefroy officiated and Mr. Kenneth Cross, 


MA, PRIBA, read the Lesson. Among 
those present were :— 
Mr. A. R. M. MacAlister (son, Mr. and 


Mrs. A. D. Divine (son-in-law and daughter), 
Mrs. H. T. Spowart, Mrs. J. M. McNeill and 
Mrs. J. Ambrose (daughters), Mr. Paul Linge- 
man, Miss A. Seaton, Mrs. Vere Benson, Mrs. 
Charles MacAlister. 

Sir Herbert Griffin (representing Council 
for the Preservation of Rural England), Sir 
Lancelot Graham (representing Old Pauline 
Club) and Lady Graham, Sir Edward and Lady 
Maufe, Sir Howard Robertson, Sir Hubert and 
Lady Worthington, Mr. T. E. Scott (vice- 
president, Royal Institute of British Architects), 
Mr. C. D. Spragg (secretary), Mr. W. R. Ellis 
(deputy secretary), and members of the staff, 
Mr. J. Brandon Jones (president, Architectural 
Association), and Mr. H. J. W. Alexander (sec- 
retary), Mr. E. Haynes (secretary, Board of 
Architectural Education), Miss B. N. Solly 
(Architects’ Benevolent Society), Mr. Noel Mus- 
grave (editor, RIBA Journal), Mr. J. E. Jones 
and Mr. Nigel Hannen (National Federation 
of Building Trades Employers), Mr. H. R. Bird, 
Mr. Michael Tapper, Mr. F. G. Baker, Mrs. 
Leonard Reynolds, Mr. John Gloag, Mr. Peter 
Cleveland, Mr. A. W. Kenyon, Mr. C. H. 
Aslin, Mr. S. C. Ramsey, Mr. A. B. Knapp- 
Fisher, Mr. L. K. Watson, Mr. M. S. Briggs, 
Mr. J. D. Hossack. Mr. Edward O’Shaugh- 
nessy, Mr. A. Pott, Mr. and Mrs. H. D. Ziman, 
Mr. A. F. Smith, Mrs. Edward Thomas, and 
Mrs. Bronwen Simmons. 

Lady MacAlister (widow) and Mr. Sydney 
Tatchel' were unable to be present. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
(Continued from page 16) 
Estimating: Art or Science 
To the Editor of The Builder 


sIR,—I have read with much interest 
the winning essay published in The 
Builder of June 28, which should do 
much to focus attention on the many 
technical problems which lie behind the 
preparation of a tender with a scientific 
basis. It is a powerful illustration of the 
absolute necessity of pre-planning if the 
economies of building are to be 
stabilised. 

The building estimator has to be a 
tough optimist, and the keen minds of 
competition force him to price his tenders 
on the assumption that the client and 
architect know what they want and will 
be ready with the information and draw- 
ings in proper time for economic con- 
struction. It is One thing to start a 
contract knowing what you have to do; 
it is quite another thing if you have to 
find out after you get on to the site, and 
it cannot be too strongly stressed that 
what appear to be minor changes in a 
scheme may have repercussions on a con- 


tractors programme, output and 
economies which bear no relation 
whatever to the quantity surveyor’s 


valuation of the variations. 

To judge in advance whether a con- 
tract will in fact go ahead without 
changes, and whether information will 
in fact be available to maintain economic 
output from labour and plant, is a task 
worthy of Solomon himself. If esti- 
mating is to have a scientific basis there 
is only one answer, and that is to have 
all the information available at the 
tender stage and to discourage variations 
by pricing them at realistic rates — not 
necessarily those in the original bill of 
quantities. 

If Mr. Ireland’s essay helps to spread 
a knowledge of the modern basis of esti- 
mating it will have performed an 
extremely useful service. 

W. TompPkKINs, Director, 
Rush and Tompkins, Ltd. 


Building Surveyors 
To the Editor of The Builder 

SIR,—I was very interested in Mr. 
Lockley’s remark that the RICS 
Building Surveyors’ division examinations 
are the best possible examinations for 
local authority building surveyors or 
inspectors to take, if they aspire to take 
examinations. As a local authority 
building inspector with manual experi- 
ence and also the RIBA’s building sur- 
veyor’s certificate and the Institution of 
Municipal Engineers inspector’s certifi- 
cate, I aspired to take the RICS exami- 
nation, but, alas, my application was not 
accepted and no reasons were given. | 
have reason to believe, however, that my 
application was not accepted because I 
had not carried out any ‘creative work,’ 
and I am still wondering how a local 
authority building surveyor or inspector 
carrying out his normal duties can ever 
hope to be accepted for ‘ the best possible 

examination.’ 

PUZZLED. 
Flintshire. 


Clay or Concrete Tiles ? 


To the Editor of The Builder 

.1R,—Subsequent to Mr. D. Dixon’s 

interesting report of the brick and 
tile manufacturers’ German visit (your 
issue of June 14), it would be interesting 
to have a little amplification of ‘ the atti- 
tude of German manufacturers of fired 
clay tiles to the competition of cement 
tiles. a 

If this view is well- —— if fired clay 
tiles in their experience ‘ last longer,’ then it 
would seem to be inferred that (a) concrete 
tiles used on the Continent are inferior to 
those in use in Great Britain; or (b) machine- 
made clay tiles in Germany are superior to 
those obtainable in Great Britain. 

The essence of a long-lasting roof tile is 
its density and impermeability. Clay tiles, 
whatever their other virtues, do not—in this 
country at least—compare in this respect 
with the best (and the majority) of concrete 
tiles. There is a wealth of evidence dround 
us to support this view, and concrete manu- 
facturers confidently offer a 50-year guaran- 
tee, knowing there will be no lamination, no 
flaking away through penetration of mois- 
ture. 

As to their ‘ looking better,’ it is possible 
with fast-coloured granules to simulate any 
effect—even that of fired clay if it were re- 
quested, but it never is! 

H. G. WHEDDON, 
Technical Editor, 
The Marley Tile Co., Ltd. 

Riverhead, Sevenoaks, Kent. 


“+ We have shown a proof of Mr. Whed- 
don’s letter to Mr. Dixon, who replies: 
One must agree the possibility that concrete 
tiles produced on the Continent are inferior 
to those produced in Great Britain. It 
would be unwise to assume this possibility, 
however, without some evidence, for there 
is much experience of other uses of concrete 
on the Continent to provide concrete tile 
manufacturers with guidance. One factor in 
the situation may be extremes of weather 
which are more common on the Continent 
than in Great Britain. 

Whether fired clay tiles look better than 
concrete tiles, even when the concrete tiles 
are coloured by addition of burnt clay grog 
or stains, must remain a matter of opinion. 
Some people like blue paint and others like 
yellow! My experience of ceramics has been 
in the refractories industry, so I look at 
roofing tiles rather as an outsider, but the 
question seems to be the degree of perme- 


mK 


ability to moisture. For example, some 
builders have favoured porous —hand- 
moulded tiles, believing that less porous 


machine-made tiles may be laminated— 
though avoidance of lamination has ceased 
to be a problem for the ceramic technologist. 

Since the inter-war years, we have learned 
much about the structure of clay and how 
it can be processed by crushing, grinding, 
mixing, souring and de-airing into a tough 
homogeneous body for extrusion and/or 
pressing into finished ware of low permea- 
ability for the kiln. In Germany, France and 
elsewhere on the Continent the mechanised 
lay-outs for thorough preparation of the 
clay mixtures—and the development of im- 
proved designs of tiles and bricks—show the 
confidence of manufacturers in the future 
of fired clay products for the building 
industry. It may well be that taxation policy 
on the Continent lessens financial difficulties 
such as face manufacturers in this country 
wishing to modernise their works. Indeed, 
a German manufacturer whose works have 
been obliterated by bombing can make a 
fresh start without the problems presented 
by obsolescent plant. 

My view is that the fired clay roofing tiles 
produced from modernised Continental 
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works are superior to those available, a 
present, in this country, but they can be 
made available in this country if mz inufac- 
turers have opportunities for progress in clay 
preparation, forming, drying and firing on 
comparable lines. It may be interesting that, 
within the last few days, French manufac. 
turers of roofing tiles visiting this country 
have expressed to me their confidence in the 
future of ‘terre cuite.’ 


CRICKET 
RIBA Lose to Vitruvians 


HE annual match between the Vitruvians 
(the architectural and technical Press) 
and the RIBA Cricket Club, played ip 
beautiful weather at Hornsey on June 26, 
ended in an exciting win for the Vitruvians 
by two wickets. Batting first, the RIBA 
made a bad start, losing Nicholls and Robin- 
son with only 22 runs on the board. Case 
and Banfield then added 32, but when Case 
left only Stevens offered any resistance — 
these three contributing 88 out of the RIBA 
total of 101. Hill was the most successful 
bowler, with 4 for 23, and Jack Young in 
a beautifully accurate spell of five overs took 
three for seven runs. 

Vitruvians made an even worse start, 
losing two for six, but then Hirst and Troll 
put on 44 for the third wicket. Keen bowl- 
ing by Case and Robinson, supported by 
good catching, produced the serious situation 
for the Press side of eight wickets down for 
67, but confident batting by A. Barnett and 


F. H. C. Tatham saw the side home by two 

wickets. A good finish to a keen game, 

Scores: 

RIBA 

R. Case Ibw Hill .. = ass sd 38 

B. Nicholls b Hirst a Ae a 0 
L. Robinson b Hirst Ae 2 

G. C. Banfield c Faded b Hill . = 30 


C. A. R. Norton b Hill .. a a 0 
D. le M. Brock c & b Hill <i Be 0 
D. A. Stevens not out .. if ee 2 
E, Janes c Boyd b Young. . ne i 0 
W. W. Atkinson b Young Si = 0 
M. E. Pache b Young .. ag ia 2 
J. G. Batty did not bat .. . Sp 
Extras 
° For 9 wickets 101 
Bes88i20' Hirst 


Bowling: 
Hill it Ke ot: . “Young 4: Ba al be 


9:0:44:2; 


*VITRUVIANS 


R, Hirst st Brock b Robinson .. ole 15 
K. Skelton b Stevens : e a 0 
A. Boyd c Nicholls b Robinson .. i 0 


T. Troll c Norton b Robinson .. ats 26 
J. Young c Nicholls b Case... a 4 
R. Hill b Case re 2 
R. Mudie c Nicholls b Robinson “en | 
R. Dowson c Nicholls b Case .. ~ 5 
F. Tatham not out. Ae Le 13 
A. Barnett not out ‘i = 20 
W. A. K. Faldo did not bat > 
Extras 18 
For 8 wickets 104 
Bowling: Stevens 6:1:18:1; Robinson 
14:34:°30:4> Case 10:35:31 238335. 


RICS Beat LMBA 


THe RICS had an easy win over the 
LMBA in their annual match, played this 
year on the Holloway Brothers ground at 
Earlsfield. The LMBA won the toss, and 
batting first were all out for 165, of which 
S. G. Wright got 80. 

The RICS had no difficulty in knocking 
off the runs, and passed the LMBA score 
with the loss of four wickets. A. King 
scored 46, B. Lindsey 49 and A. Goater was 
32 not out. 
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EVERYDAY THINGS 
V.—Setting Out 


By ARTHUR W. KENYON, 
CBE, FRIBA 


I WONDER how many of us appre- 

ciate the skill required in setting out 
a building, and I wonder how many of us 
check it. I think there is more to it than 
we imagine. The foreman gets a set of 
drawings which are entirely new to him. 
The architect has been working on them 
for months and knows all the ins and 
outs, the projections and offsets, the 
dimensions, and all there is to know. He 
is familiar with every detail. The fore- 
man’s job is to build what is shown: his 
not to reason why. 


The architect takes a flat piece of 
paper; the setter-out an uneven piece of 
ground. The architect works to a small 
scale, + in. or 4 in., with bits to full-size. 
The foreman works to full-size the 
whole time. The architect can see the 
boundaries of his site irrespective of 
obstructions. The foreman may havé to 
take sight-lines over bumps and through 
trees. Having established his base line, 
he must then set out his building. He 
looks on the plans for his main dimen- 
sions: he is not interested in the window 
and door openings at this stage. They 
come later. He therefore takes the long 
dimensions, if they are there; if they are 
not, he must work them out. 

How does he get a right-angle? Ona 
big job, with a theodolite, on a small job 
with a square he has made, or more 
likely by 3:4:5 method with his tape. 
How easy to go wrong! I once owned 
a very old cottage which hadn’t a right- 
angle anywhere: I think it must have 
been originally set out by a not too good 
eye. 














I do not think sufficient thought is 
given in the drawing office to assisting 
in the setting out on the job. How often 
do we do a carefully dimensioned setting- 
out drawing to enable the man on the 
job to see at a glance what he has to do? 
I leave the question for all of us to 
answer. 

When the main lines are established, 
there are still division walls, door and 
window openings; and unless these are 





carefully and fully dimensioned, extra 
work is put on to the man on the job. 
Having settled his floor level from a 
datum, how does he ensure that it is 
level throughout? By taking Dumpy level 
readings, of course. I met a foreman 
only the other day who marked his floor 
level in various places around the build- 
ing 4 ft. up—a convenient height to see 
and one which could be worked to up 
and down. He had also a long rubber 
tube water level to check his brickwork. 


The joiner making his window frames 
and door frames wants all the help we 
can give him. Do we go to his shop 
and check him or assist him, and in our 
over-all dimensions, do we remember 
the bed joint? It is ? in. to ¢ in—some- 
thing to be reckoned with when working 
full size. 


Yes, I raise my hat to the man who 
sets out. Give him all the help you can. 


(To be continued) 


DEFEATING SHODDY 
BUILDING 


Solihull Supports Registration 
Scheme 


SOLIHULL BOROUGH COUNCIL proposes to 
support a campaign to defeat the possi- 
bility of shoddy building by insisting that 
all developers building owner-occupied 
houses on council-owned land shall be 
registered with the National House Builders’ 
Registration Council, which means that 
builders must undertake to allow property 
which they are building to be inspected five 
time during construction, 


A report which the Solihull Borough 
Council considered at its meeting on June 
25 stated that at present a clause in leases 
to developers granted by the council 
stipulates that buildings shall conform with 
standards laid down by the Registration 
Council. The Registration Council, how- 
ever, informed the council that the only 
independent proof that a builder has con- 
formed to these standards is his ability to 
produce a special certificate on completion 
of the scheme. 


Expressing a view on the Solihull decision, 
Mr. FRANK RUSSON, a former president of 
the Midland Federation of Building Trade 
Employers and a member of the Registration 
Council, said that he would like to see all 
houses, whether built on council-owned land 
or not, subject to inspection. 

The majority of the bigger building firms 
in the Midlands have, it is understood, 
welcomed the Solihull plan, but there is less 
enthusiasm among small firms, some of 
which commented that a high standard of 
workmanship could be provided without a 
firm’s having to pay three guineas as the cost 
of inspection—the fee payable to the Regi- 
stration Council. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 

MASONRY SIMPLIFIED. Vol. 2. By 
J. Ralph Dalzell, and Gilbert Townsend. 
(London: The Technical Press, Ltd.) Price 
50s. 

THE MODERN ARCHITECTURAL MODEL. By 
T. W. Hendrick. (London: Architectural 
Press.) Price 16s. 
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BUILDING WAGE INCREASES 
* Must Be Earned’ 


“. AM sure that no industry can continue 
to be prosperous for long unless and 
until it is recognised by all concerned that 
no further wage increase can be considered 
until it has been shown, and clearly shown, 
that the previous one has been earned. 
There must be giving before receiving.’ 
Continuing, Mr. L. A. WALDEN, president 
of the National Federation of Building 
Trades Employers, who was speaking at the 
half-yearly meeting of the Federation at 
Bournemouth on July 2 emphasised that 
such things as a shorter working week, a 
pensions scheme and longer holidays should 
be expressed in terms of wages and must 
be considered as such. ‘This has been 
recognised by the president of the Opera- 
tives’ Federation,’ Mr. Walden said, ‘who 
has estimated that the payment of the same 
weekly wage for a 40-hour week as for a 
44-hour week is equivalent to an increase of 
no less than 10 per cent. in the hourly 
rate.’ 


NO BIF FOR 1958 
International Fair Proposal 


TPHE president of the Board of Trade. the 

Rt. Hon. Sir David Eccles, KCVO, 
MP, on June 27 received a deputation from 
the Birmingham Chamber of Commerce to 
discuss the British Industries Fair at Castle 
Bromwich. The president was accompanied 
by the Minister of State, the Rt. Hon. Derek 
Walker-Smith, MP. The president of the 
Federation of British Industries, Sir Hugh 
Beaver, and officials of the FBI were also 
present. The deputation was led by the 
president of the Chamber of Commerce, Mr. 
R. P. S. Bache. The Town Clerk of Birm- 
ingham, Mr. J. F. Gregg, attended the meet- 
ing as an observer. 

The deputation explained the present 
position of the Fair and the arguments in 
favour of placing it on an international 
basis. They explained that the Chamber 
had decided not to hold a Fair at all in 
1958 as it would in any case be impractic- 
able to stage an international fair in the 
time available. 

Sir Davip EccLes said that in his view 
the question of internationalisation in future 
years must depend primarily on the attitude 
of British industry. The president of the 
FBI agreed to make further inquiries on this 
point. It was arranged to hold a further 
meeting later. 


BUILDING FIRMS 
RESEARCH 
Co-operation with BRS 


AND 


‘Tue degree of co-operation and col- 
laboration between the building industry and 
the Building Research Station is steadily 
increasing,’ Mr. L. A. WALDEN, national 
president, told the South Wales Federation 
of Building Trades at Newport on June 21. 
‘I am sure that this trend will continue, 
for I know from my visits to the Station 
and my talks with the technical staff there 
that the work it is doing is invaluable to 
building firms which, in order to maintain 
efficiency, are determined to keep abreast 
of modern developments.’ 
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IN PARLIAMENT 
By Our Parliamentary Correspondent 
The Agricultural Bill 


HERE was a certain element of faint 
damns amid the praise which the 
House of Lords had for the Government’s 
plans for grants for farm improvements 
when the Agriculture Bill, which gives legis- 
lative effect to these grants, came before the 
House on second reading on June 25. 

The EARL OF BUCKINGHAMSHIRE, a mem- 
ber of the Bucks County Executive Com- 
mittee, drew attention to a document 
issued by the Ministry of Agriculture which 
stated that it outlined the Ministry’s arrange- 
ments and explained how to apply for in- 
specting proposals beforehand to speed up 
consideration of applications, if and when 
the necessary authority was given by Par- 
liament, probably from September 1 this 
year. If the committee would have their 
proposals ready and would like them ex- 
amined beforehand without commitment, he 
said, the leaflet should be read and applica- 
tions submitted. As there would be many 
urgent applications this should not be done 
unless the work was expected to be com- 
pleted before March 31, 1958. 

His committee, he said, had been very 
exercised by the date March 31. They had 
felt that from September 1, or even from 
the day of the debate until March 31, was 
a short period to elapse between an appli- 
cation and the completion of work, especi- 
ally for farm buildings. 

Another pamphlet issued by the Joint 
Consultative Committee of Architects, 
Quantity Surveyors and Builders, entitled 
‘Before You Build, said * Failure to plan 
building jobs completely before work starts 
delays the completion of contracts and in- 
volves heavy additional costs.’ 

Under the Farm Improvement Scheme no 
planning could be started seriously until 
it was known whether the scheme was likely 
to be approved. Apparently the small man 
had only six months between putting in his 
application and the completion of the work, 
otherwise it had to be put off. The farm 
building industry was likely to be fully 
occupied and Minister’s instruction ought to 
be re-examined on that particular point. 

EarL St. ALDwyn, Parliamentary Secre- 
tary to the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Food, said that the bar on 
applications for early inspections which 
were expected to be completed after March 
31 next was no more than a request not to 
apply in those cases because there would be 
many applications which would be consider- 
ably more urgent. It was not in any sense 
the law of. the Medes and Persians, but 
merely a guide. 

They wanted to get the most urgent work 
done as soon as possible and did not want 
this to be delayed because work of less 
urgency was being considered merely be- 
cause the application had come in first. The 
instructions were for official use and 
ordinary mémbers of the committees were 
not expected to be familiar with them. 

On the point of builders’ prices rising be- 
cause of the scheme, Earl St. Aldwyn said 
that he thought most local builders would 
be sufficiently anxious to retain the good- 
will of their regular clients not to take 
advantage of such a scheme to raise their 
prices unduly. 


The EarRL OF BUCKINGHAMSHIRE said that 
there was a strong feeling in his part of the 
world that the prices might rise. 

Eari St. ALDWyN stated that his forecast 
was that they would not go up very much. 

After further debate the Bill was read a 
second time. 


Housing Policy 

REFRESHED after their longer-than- 

usual Whitsun recess, MPs wasted 
little time in taking the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government to task about his 
policy for local authority housing when they 
reassembled on June 25. But they found 
Mr. Brooke singularly unimpressed by criti- 
cisms of the Government’s decisions and 
stoutly defending their actions. He pointed 
out that the number of local authority 
houses built in the first four months of this 
year had exceeded that in the same period of 
1950 and 1951, although he failed to react 
to an Opposition contention that there had 
been a steady decline in the number under 
construction since 1953. 


Mr. Awsery asked the Minister if he 
would, in cases where the proposed number 
of houses to be built by a local authority 
was less than that of the previous year, ask 
to be supplied with the reasons for the sus- 
pension or modification of their housing pro- 
grammes to ascertain whether it was a result 
of financial restrictions, high interest 
charges, or a reduction in the demand for 
houses; and if he would lay such informa- 
tion before the House.—Mr. BROOKE: No. 

Mr. Awsery asked if the Minister did 
not consider it desirable, when statistics 
about the building of houses were sent to 
him, that he should ask the local authorities 
the reason for the variation where one 
occurred, so that full information could be 
provided.—Mr. BROOKE said that he was 
closely in touch with these matters. So far 
as facts were concerned, in the first four 
months of this year more local authority 
houses were built than in the correspond- 
ing period of 1950 or 1951, due he thought 
mainly to there being a Conservative 
Government. 

Mr. MITCHISON asked if he was aware 
that the number of local authority houses 
under construction had been falling steadily 
since 1953. When would the figures of local 
authority building programmes promised by 
Mr. Sandys for the autumn of last year be 
published?—Mr. BROOKE said that those 
figures had been _ overtaken. Regular 
monthly figures were published of houses 
under construction, and those for which 
tenders had been accepted. 

Mr. Awsery also asked the Minister if 
he was aware that there were people on the 
waiting list for council houses at Bristol who 
would have to wait several years before they 
could get a house unless the present restric- 
tions on housing were removed; and if he 
would consult the local authorities there to 
find a method of dealing with this problem 
more effectively—Mr. BRooKE: The city 
council are free to build as many houses as 
they wish. At their present rate of building 
it is estimated that about 2,500 tenancies will 
become available for allocation in the 
current year, about half from new building 
and half from vacancies occurring in the 
council’s existing houses. At this rate of 
progress I cannot see why cases of genuine 
need should not be met within a reasonable 
period. 
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Mr. Awsery suggested that the restric. 
tions imposed by the Government had pre- 
vented local authorities from meeting the 
needs of the people. He urged the Minis- 
ter to examine the matter to see what could 
be done to help authorities which were com- 
pelled to reduce the numbers of houses 
which they built for their own people.—Mr, 
BROOKE said that the Bristol city council, 
he understood, had drastically cut their 
housing programme for reasons of their 
own. If the needs of Bristol required more 
building then the remedy was in the coun- 
cil’s own hands. 

Mr. LINDGREN asked if the Minister would 
agree that, taking the average cost of local 
authority building as £1,750, the economic 
rent would be 52s. 6d. a week, and that local 
authorities were not building because of the 
inability of incoming tenants to pay the 
rent.—Mnr. Brooke declined to accept figures 
put across the floor of the House in that 
way. but he added that he knew that most 
local authorities were helping to mitigate 
the rents of new houses by spreading the 
cost over the older houses. 


Road Improvements in London 


MR. HAROLD WATKINSON, Minister 

of Transport and Civil Aviation, gave 
the following details on June 26 about seven 
schemes for the removal of narrow or diffi- 
cult road intersections in London on which 
work was in progress. 

(1) In the vicinity of Hammersmith Broad- 
way on the Cromwell-road extension scheme 
work on the new link road between Hammer- 
smith-road and Great Church-lane iis about 70 
per cent. complete. The dual carriageways 
between this link road and Gliddon-road are 
about 30 per cent. complete. 

(2) Notting Hill Gate widening. Scheme is 
estimated to cosi £1,853,000 (grant £1,389,750). 
It will provide a 60-ft. divided carriageway. 

(3) Elephant and Castle. This scheme has 
been divided for grant purposes into ‘two stages. 
The estimated cost of stage 1 is £535,000 (grant 
£401,250). This stage is to provide a small 
roundabout at the Newington Butts-Walworth- 
street-Draper-street intersection and the widen- 
ing of Newington Butts to provide dual 40-ft. 
carriageways. ; 

(4) The Strand widening. The estimated cost 
is £277,720 (grant £208,290). A decision has 
not yet been reached on the number of 
pedestrian subways to be provided. ; 

(5) The Angel intersection. The estimated 
cost of the traffic signal installation is £14,860 
(grant £11,145). 

(6) Route 11. The estimated cost of the new 
road between Aldersgate-street and Moorgate 
is £961.600 (grant £721,200). 

(7) Blackwall Tunnel northern approach. 
Estimated cost £1,647,500 (grant £1,235,625). 
This scheme is a part only of the complete 
scheme to duplicate the existing tunnel. 

He also gave details of two further 
schemes authorised by grant but on which 
work had not yet started. 


(1) Queen Victoria-street, City of London. 
Estimated cost £137.000 (grant £102,750) 
(2) Widening of Cheapside, City of London. 
Estimated cost £849,000 (grant £636,750) 
Hyde Park Corner Project 
Mr. Ernest Davies asked the Minister 
what consultations he had had with the 
Road Research Laboratory about the Hyde 
Park-Park Lane-Marble Arch scheme; and 
whether he would publish their report and 
recommendations. 

Mr. WATKINSON, in a written reply, stated. 
—Numerous proposals for the layout of the 
Hyde Park-Park Lane-Marble Arch scheme 
were examined in detail by a technical com- 
mittee on which the Road Research Labora- 
tory, the London County Council and my 
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Department were represented. The scheme 
unanimously recommended by this Com- 
mittee, with the addition of an underpass 
for east-west traffic, was the basis of the 
scheme I eventually approved in agreement 
with the London County Council. I under- 
stand that the Road Research Laboratory 
are considering the possibility of publishing 
some of the results of their own investiga- 
tions in connection with the scheme. 

Mr. Davies also asked what consideration 
had been given to the construction of an 
underpass at Marble Arch in connection 
with the Hyde Park-Park Lane-Marble Arch 
scheme, and why it was not proposed to 
include it in the scheme. 

Mr. WATKINSON.—Various underpasses 
at Marble Arch have been considered, but 
the very high cost of the engineering works 
and the demolition of expensive property 
would not be justified by the measure of 
relief they would afford. 

Medway By-pass 

Mr. Percy WELLS asked the Minister 
how soon work on the Medway Towns by- 
pass road would commence. 

Mr. BurDEN asked a similar question. 

Mr. WATKINSON.—The proposed line of 
the by-pass has now been agreed by the 
bodies representing agriculture. A draft 
scheme under the Special Roads Act, 1949, 
is being prepared, and will be published as 
soon as possible. 


Conway Bridge 


Mr. P. J. M. THOMAS asked the Minister 
of Civil Aviation, when the new Conway 
bridge was likely to be completed; and 
what was the reason for the delay. 

Mr. WATKINSON.—I expect this bridge to 
be completed by the end of 1958. The 
delay has been caused by engineering diffi- 
culties that could not have been foreseen in 
obtaining satisfactory foundations for the 
bridge structure. 


Thermal Insulation 


OCAL authorities will be empowered 
under a new provision incorporated 
into the Thermal Insulation (Industrial 
Buildings) Bill to reject plans for new fac- 
tories which included roofing material which 
did not conform to standards which the 
Minister might specify in regulations which 
he is to make under the Bill. This was 
one of three important changes made to 
the Bill in the Commons on June 28, when 
it was considered on report and _ third 
reading. 

Moving the new clause under which this 
change will operate, Mr. NABARRO, sponsor 
of the Bill, pointed out that it arose from 
further consideration and consultation about 
the contents and implications of the 
measure. In clause 3, as drafted, the Minister 
was given power to exclude by regulation 
the use of certain materials for thermal 
insulation purposes in industrial buildings 
which might be considered unsuitable on 
the ground that they might in some cir- 
cumstances, and with certain applications, 
have enhanced the risk of spreading fire. 
Those materials would be specified in the 
tegulations. 

The Minister would thus be enabled to 
prohibit many, if not all, of the materials 
used for insulating purposes. It had been 
thought that such a wide clause might not 
be necessary, and that certain materials in 





a treated condition would not enhance the 
risk of fire as they would have done in an 
untreated state. There had been strong 
representations from the Structural Insula- 
tion Association, and accordingly the new 
clause empowered the Minister to make 
regulations excluding the use of materials 
if they did not conform to the standards 
of resistance to the spread of flame. The 
regulations would specify the particular 
materials and the particular standards. 

The regulations, it was envisaged, would 
permit the use of materials such as fibre 
board, but only if they had been treated in 
such a fashion that would prevent any 
danger arising from the spread of fire in a 
factory once any fire had started. Plans 
deposited with the local authority which 
showed that restricted materials were being 
used in a building would be rejected by 
that authority unless they also showed that 
the materials were to be used in such a 
fashion as would not increase the risk of 
fire breaking out or spreading. Even where 
inflammable materials were used for the 
purpose of insulation .they would not 
increase the risk if they were used in such 
a way that they were not exposed to fire; 
for example, if they were sandwiched 
between layers of non-inflammable materials. 
In that way the local authority could pass 
the plans. The standards of resistance to 
the spread of flame could be those in the 
British Standards Specification 476 of 1953, 
which were well known to architects and 
builders and were widely used by them. 

This matter was of substantial topical 
interest because of the disastrous fire at the 
principal factory of Jaguar Cars in Coventry 
a few months ago. It would be recalled 
that production in that factory was almost 
entirely interrupted for several weeks. The 
spread of that fire was enhanced by bitu- 
minous board which had been inserted as 
a roof lining in the latter years of the war. 
It had been left there. The Home Office 
investigation showed that the spread of the 
fire was assisted by that roof lining, and 
such roof linings might be found in other 
factories. It was important that nothing 
should be done, in the context of the thermal 
insulation of buildings, which would by 
inadvertence permit the recurrence of such 
a disastrous fire as that at Coventry. 


Mr. CHARLES Hopson said the Bill could 
have been attacked on the grounds that it 
could increase the risk of fire. It was pos- 
sible to have more effective thermal insula- 
tion and to be using materials which were 
highly inflammable. This amendment would 
prevent that happening, and to that extent 
the Bill was improved by the insertion of 
this new clause. 

Mr. Davip RENTON, Parliamentary Secre- 
tary, Ministry of Power, said that the 
Government advised the House to accept 
the new clause. It provided a satisfactory 
solution to a difficult problem. The appro- 
priate regulations would be laid before 
Parliament. 

Under another proposal the requirement 
for a joint appeal to the Ministry has been 
dispensed with and for it has been sub- 
stituted the right of separate appeal for the 
intending builder. Mr. NABARRO, in moving 
the amendment, said that the provision for 
a joint appeal was ‘based on precedents 
under the Public Health Acts. As an appeal 
would only arise when a builder was dis- 
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satisfied by a decision of the local authority, 
where the direct interests of the local 
authority were not likely to be concerned 
if the Minister’s decision was taken in 
favour of the builder, it was reasonable in 
those circumstances that there should be 
a departure from the Public Health Acts 
and a precedent created. The necessity for 
a joint appeal might deprive the intending 
builder of his right to appeal in any instance 
in which the local authority did not want 
to join. 

Mr. RENTON said that the direct interest 
of the local authority was not likely to be 
concerned if the Ministers’ decision was 
taken in favour of the builder. The Minister 
had to be the guardian of the public interest 
and judge of whether it was being pre- 
served in relation to thermal insulation. 
The Minister of Housing and Local Gov- 
ernment had been consulted and was satisfied 
that the departure from the principle of the 
Public Health Acts that there should nor- 
mally be a joint appeal was fully justified. 

Another amendment moved by Mkr. 
NaBARRO provided that the proposals in the 
Bill would not apply to buildings or exten- 
sions the erection of which was begun before 
January 1, 1959, or such earlier date as 
the Minister might by order appoint. 


Mr. RENTON said that the Government 
would make every effort to bring the Bill 
into operation before January 1, 1959. The 
regulations defining prescribed standards and 
dealing with fire risk would be very com- 
plicated. There was no precedent in the 
world for either. Considerable consultation 
would be necessary, not merely before the 
drafting of the regulations but during~the 
process, and people could not be expected 
to begin complying with regulations the day 
after they were published. A reasonable 
period had to be allowed for builders, archi- 
tects and local authorities to study the 
regulations. Work on factory building 
could not stand still while discussions pro- 
ceeded and the regulations were being 
drafted. Throughout that time buildings 
would be being planned, and it was un- 
reasonable to expect plans to be scrapped 
as soon as the Bill or the regulations were 
passed. If the Ministry could bring the 
date forward they would certainly do so. 
They would make every possible effort to 
that end. 

The amendment was agreed, and the Bill 
was read the third time. 


OTHER BUSINESS 


Road Construction Finance 


THE PRIME MINISTER has rejected a pro- 
posal for the setting up of a statutory road 
authority with power to raise more money 
by loan for the financing of road construc- 
tion. 

Mr. R. BuTLeR, Home Secretary and 
Lord Privy Seal, replying to Mr. Eric John- 
son on behalf of Mr. Macmillan on June 
27, said that the Prime Minister believed 
that existing arrangements under which the 
road programme was in charge of Ministers 
responsible to Parliament was more satis- 
factory. 

Mr. JOHNSON said that the plan for a 
road authority had been used with phe- 
nomenal, success in Belgium, and he urged 
the Prime Minister to study that and see 
what had been done. 
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Mr. BUTLER said that the Prime Minister 
and the Minister of Transport would study 
any example, particularly one put forward 
by Mr. Johnson, but the answer he had 
given represented the attitude of the Prime 
Minister. 


Requisitioned Properties 


Two Ministers, Housing and Local 
Government and Works were asked about 
properties under requisition. MR. BROOKE 
was asked for figures in relation to those 
held by local authorities. He said that on 
April 30, 1957, the latest date for which 
figures were available, 29,506 properties 
comprising 49,732 dwellings were still held 
by local authorities on requisition. In the 
year ended on that date local authorities 
released 9,233 properties, which provided 
14,540 dwellings. 

Mr. MOoLson was asked about the amount 
of accommodation held by his department, 
and the information he gave was that on 
April 1, 1957 (the latest date on which full 
information was available) the floor area 
of buildings held on requisition was 629,000 
sq. ft. During the previous twelve months 
771,000 sq. ft. had been released. 


Woolwich Barracks Rebuilding 


Mr. CHRISTOPHER MAYHEW asked the 
Secretary of State for War what progress 
was being made in the rebuilding of the 
Royal Artillery Barracks, Woolwich. 

Mr. HArE, in a written reply on June 26, 
stated: Designs are nearly complete and 
demolitions will begin in November. New 
barracks for 1,200 men are due for comple- 
tion. by 1960. 


Exhibition Site 

NO REQUESTS have yet been made to the 
Board of Trade for assistance in the de- 
velopment of the Crystal Palace site as an 
exhibition centre for the holding of an inter- 
national trade fair in Britain. But, said, MR. 
DEREK WALKER-SMITH, Minister of State, 
Board of Trade, in reply to Mr. Sydney 
Irving on June 25, representatives of the 
Birmingham Chamber of Commerce, who 
had raised the matter of an international 
trade fair in Britain, were going to see the 
President soon about it. While he was aware 
of the unfavourable comparisons between 
the British Industries Fair and trade fairs 
held on the Continent, he pointed out that 


there were many claims on Britain’s re- 
sources for investment, and he was not 
satisfied, so far at any rate, that industry 


attached such importance to this proposal 
to justify its having priority. 


Building in Gambia 


SmR_ ROLAND ROBINSON asked what 
action had been taken on the report by the 
housing adviser which recommended a 
model estate on reclaimed land in Bathurst; 
and when it was hoped that construction 
would begin. 

Mr. ProruMo.—The report which Sir 
Roland has in mind did not contain final 
proposals so much as suggestions to be con- 
sidered further after a more comprehensive 
survey has been made of local conditions 
and needs. This is now proceeding. 


Housing in British Guiana 


Sir ROLAND asked what progress had been 
made in housing in British Guiana during 


the last three years; and what proportion 
of loans had been financed through the 
British Guiana Credit Corporation. 

Mr. PROFUMO said that since 1954, more 
than 7,000 houses had been built under 
Government and private schemes. A fur- 
ther 1,800 were in varying stages of con- 
struction. Credit Corporation loans 
amounted to £1,300,000 representing about 
two-thirds of the total borrowing during 
this period. 


Famagusta Harbour Plans 


Mr. PAUL WILLIAMS asked the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies for a further state- 
ment on the progress being made in the pro- 
vision of a deep-water port in Cyprus. 

Mr. LENNOx-BoyD, replying on June 27, 
said.—The consulting engineers were work- 
ing on the detailed plans and specifications 
for the extension of Famagusta Harbour. 
They have indicated that tenders could be 
invited by the end of August. 


LMBA 


Foremanship Studies 


A FOURTH two-year Certificate Course 
= in Foremanship Studies will begin in 
September, at the Westminster Technical 
College, SWI, under the direction of 
Principal D. A. G. Reid, of Brixton School 
of Building. Nominations of candidates 
should be submitted to the Education and 
Training Officer of the LMBA by July 22. 
Details of qualifications required of candi- 
dates and of the syllabus are clearly set out 
in the Third Report of the National 
Advisory Committee for the Training of 
General Foremen in the Building Industry. 
Copies can be obtained from the LMBA. 
It is suggested that this publication will be 
of interest to prospective students. 

There are other courses for Foremen and 
General Foremen who have not the appro- 
priate qualification for entry into the certi- 
fied course, and all employees interested in 
some form of Foremanship Study should be 
encouraged to make application. From the 
information they give on their application 
form and at an interview that will subse- 
quently be arranged, they will be advised 
of the appropriate course which they may 
follow at one of the many other Technical 


Colleges. 
The response in 1955 and 1956 to the 
President’s invitations to nominate candi- 


dates was exceptionally good, and the Cer- 
tificate Course, which has proved of great 
benefit to employers and students, is now 
firmly established. The fee is 8 gns. per 
session. 


Cricket: LMBA Draw 
LMBA Cricket XI just 
to avoid defeat in their annual match 
against the Blue Circle Club at Bromley 
on June 28. Having put their opponents 
in, LMBA found themselves faced with a 
total of 220 for 4 (H. W. Wood 54), but 
just managed to save the game with a score 
of 174 for 9, J. J. Webb making 50 of them. 
The president (Mr. W. K. Laing) was 
present during the day and saw the LMBA 
Bowlers defeat the Blue; Circle team by 
88 ends to 64. The day owed much to 
the arrangements made for the teams’ com- 
fort by Mr. J. A. E. Reiss (Blue Circle) 
and Mr. J. D. Long (LMBA). 


THE managed 
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ICI PROJECT 
FOR SEVERN-SIDE 


£100 Million Scheme 


_cgion CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES, 

LTD., are seeking permission from Gloy. 
cestershire County Council to develop a 
site of 1,000 acres on the Severn in the 
Thornbury Rural District for the manufac. 
ture of organic and inorganic chemicals, ]f 
permission is granted, the total amount 
invested in developing the site between now 
and the mid-1970s may well be of the order 
of £100 million. 

One of the factors influencing ICI in thei 
choice of the site has been the availability 
of good port facilities. It is hoped that 
tankers of 30,000 tons capacity would bring 
oil direct from the oilfields and the refip- 
eries. 

The new site will, in many respects, 
resemble ICI’s Wilton Works in North 
Yorkshire. As at Wilton, extensive use will 
be made of automatic control so that pro- 


ductivity and capital investment per man 
employed will be high. The new works 
will, therefore, make a _ relatively small 
demand on the nation’s manpower. It js 


estimated that the total operating force in 
the 1970s will be between 4,000 and 5,000, 
and the capital employed per man between 
£15,000 and £20,000. 

The Severn-side site will 
modern _ industrial 
appearance should in 
natural surroundings 
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architecture 
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gradual | 


expansion would greatly strengthen the local | 


economy. Possession 
development will be programmed in phases; 
as a result, much of the land to be acquired 
will remain in agricultural use for some 
years, state the company. 
COMPANY NEWS 

The British Plaster Board (Holdings), Ltd, 

announces that negotiations have just been con 


of land needed for § 


cluded by its wholly owned Canadian sub- 
sidiary, Western Gypsum Products, Ltd., to 
purchase the total share capital of Westroc | 
Industries, Ltd., a company producing rock 
wool insulation materials in the Vancouver 
area. Western Gypsum Products, Ltd., has 
also purchased a substantial gypsum deposit | 


situated near Windermere, British 
bia Gypsum Company, Ltd. The necessary 
finance is being provided by means of a loan 
from a Canadian bank which will be guaran 
teed by the British Plaster Board (Holdings), 
Ltd. 

The British Plaster Board (Holdings), Ltd, 
recommend a final dividend on ordinary stock 


of 74 per cent. actual, less tax, making 124 for 
the year. 
Dussek Brothers & Company, Ltd., have 


cent, 
ending 


declared an interim 
less tax (same) in 
October 31 next. 

Rotary Hoes, Ltd., recommend for 1956 a 
dividend of 7} per cent. and a further dividend 
of 24 per cent., both less tax. 

; Taylor Woodrow, Ltd., have declared an 
interim dividend of 43d. per share (less tax) on 
the ordinary Ss. shares, payable on August 24. 


dividend of 3 per 
respect of the year 


PERSONAL COLUMN 
Mr. E. C. THomas, FVI, FIBD, has been 
appointed manager of the Buiiding Depart 


ment of Catesbys Contracts & Export, Ltd. (ex 
Hampton & Sons), Mr. K. Dixon has been 
appointed surveyor. 


Mr. DouGtas Brown, technical director of 
Attwood Statistics, Ltd., is to join Black & 
Decker Ltd., as contracts sales manager I 
August. 

Mr. D. N. C. Baytis has been appointed 
resident representative in Libya for Taylo! 
Woodrow (Building Exports) Ltd., London. 
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The RIBA Standard Form 


1—HOW THE CONTRACTOR SEES IT 


By NORMAN P. GREIG, BA, Barrister-at-Law, FIArb, Hon.FIQS, FRSH 


Now that the hopes of many that the 
RIBA Standard Form of Contract 
was about to be subjected to a com- 
prehensive revision have been damped 
by the announcement that very little (if 
anything) is likely to be done in that 
direction for a year or more, this would 
seem to be an appropriate time to 
record some of the criticisms made upon 
it, largely by contractors, during ‘ discus- 
sions’ following upon a series of 
Ministry of Works lectures, involving the 
Form, over several years. 


As these criticisms come from a wide 
area of the country, including Wales, and 
from big and small contractors, it would 
appear to be a unique opportunity of 
putting on record the reaction of prac- 
tical men to a form of contract largely 
used, and particularly to the edition 
where quantities are made a contract 
document. The criticisms, generally, 
varied from complete satisfaction with 
the Form to a ‘ well, we use it because 
so many others do,’ attitude, culminating 
in a definite rejection as being ‘a Master 
and Servant contract,’ and_ therefore 
thoroughly disliked. 


Opinions expressed centred mainly 
upon the following matters:— 

(a) The effect of alterations 
amendments to the printed form. 

(b) Supervision by the Architect. 

(c) The set-up of the Form. 

(d) Relations between Contractor and 
nominated Supplier. 

(e) The system of Sub-Contracting, 
and, 

(f) Settlement of disputes and differ- 
ences by Arbitration. 


and 


A.—The Effect of Alterations and 
Amendments 


Clearly, the difficulties that so often 
arise from alteration of any agreed 
form cannot fairly be laid to the con- 
tract itself. So, often there was a con- 
fessed ignorance of the terms of the 
Form—it was signed by the contractor 
with some general idea of its contents, 
then put into a drawer in the office with 
a pieus hope that things would go right, 
and if they didn’t, there was an arbitra- 
tion clause that would smooth out all 
difficulties. And difficulties did arise par- 
ticularly when the written form was 
departed from to meet circumstances 
arising, or a clause was amended which 
put other clauses out of gear. But in 
some cases the form was altered to such 
an extent as to make it almost unrecog- 
nisable. 


In one instance, involving the erection 
of a new house, the purchaser was 
induced to enter into a contract in the 
RIBA Form that made him the ‘ archi- 
tect under the contract.’ Various amend- 
ments and deletions were made in the 


body of the document to suit the situa- 
tion, which had the ultimate effect of 
putting him almost completely in the 
hands of the contractor and _ this, 
curiously enough, after the purchaser 
had signed the document on the advice 
(so it was said) of his solicitor. Knowing 
nothing of building, and confronted with 
a demand for ‘extras’ that alarmed 
him (the arbitration clause had been 
deleted) and finding certain features in 
the completed building very different 
from his interpretation of the drawings, 
he began to take what steps he could to 
get out of a situation that might have 
been avoided by never getting into it. It 
proved expensive. 

But, again and again, in other reported 
instances, difficulties arose by the con- 
tractor agreeing to alterations in the 
contract terms (not permitted variations 
under Clause 1), when verbally requested 
to do so ‘to oblige’ the employer or 
the architect, or both. Minor irregulari- 
ties of this kind are no doubt common, 
and often involve no serious con- 
sequences, but whether it was altogether 
advisable for a building owner to finance 
a sub-contractor whose financial stability 
was weak and who ultimately found him- 
self in the Bankruptcy Court, is a matter 
where opinions could differ. To comment, 
the Form should not be adversely criti- 
cised because of its misuse, either 
deliberately or as the result of ignorance 
of its real intent. 


B.—Supervision by the Architect 


Everyone in the building industry is 
aware that disputes and differences can 
and do arise between contractor and 
architect and, where personalities are 
involved, cannot even be settled by the 
operation of the Arbitration Clause. So, 
cricitisms of the architect were common, 
some bitter, some sarcastic, alas! ‘It is 
one thing for a contract to put upon 
an architect very serious responsibilities 
and to invite the exercise of his discretion 
in many matters, but quite another to 
find him incapable of, or negligent in, 
carrying out these duties and obligations ’ 
was the tenor of many criticisms. 


‘We find,’ said other contractors, ‘ that 
he isn’t doing his job of supervision as 
is intended under the contract, though, 
we admit, that is sometimes to our 
advantage !’ ‘He is not using his dis- 
cretion, but giving an opinion merely 
to avoid the possibility of trouble 
between himself and the contractor. He 
delegates to the clerk of works many 
of his duties and responsibilities, though, 
probably the work does not suffer in 
the end.’ Other critics thought what 
supervision he gave was haphazard. ‘ He 
does not appreciate what is expected of 
him, and does not appear to have the 
knowledge nor strength of will to insist 
upon his authority being regarded.’ ‘ He 
attaches too much attention to the 


“design” part of the job, and too little 
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to the other important aspect—super- 
vision.” ‘We consider,’ suggested others, 
‘that the reason probably is that too 
much importance is given to the “ draw- 
ing” side during his training, and too 


little to the “ supervision” side. How 

can we be expected to do our job satis- 

a when the architect is not doing 
is? ’ 

‘He is rarely on the site,’ complained 
another contractor, ‘he puts all he can 
upon the clerk of works. We are not 
criticising the clerk of works, he is usually 
competent and knowledgeable, but the 
contract says he is to be an inspector for 
the employer under the direction of the 
architect. It is the architect who is the 
agent of the employer, and the supervisor. 
To put too much upon the clerk of works 
and to try to avoid responsibility by 
delegation is wrong, and leads to con- 
fusion and disputes. The architect 
ceases to have any real authority.’ 


Here again it is not the form itself that 
should be blamed, but the criticism does 
raise the point that if the contract put 
more responsibility, in terms, upon the 
clerk of works, it would assist the busy 
architect, without the work suffering. 
Comment was not lacking upon the 
position arising when there was a 
‘weak’ architect and a ‘strong’ clerk of 
works, or a negligent architect and a 
highly competent general foreman, as so 
many of them are. 


C.—The Set-up of the Form 


The form is too legal, and difficult to 
understand, was another rather general 
complaint, and one, by the way, that was 
voiced by some general feremen to whom 
the writer was lecturing in week-end 
courses under the auspices of the Eastern 
Federation of Building Trades Employers 
at different centres. ‘There is too much 
of the lawyer in it: we prefer the practi- 
cal man.’ ‘ The language itself has too 
much of the legal atmosphere.’ Even the 
Practice Notes were subject to the same 
criticism. 

[Distrust of the lawyer is a fairly com- 
mon complaint, particularly with people 
who have engaged in, or been driven 
into, litigation which, unfortunately, was 
not successful. The RIBA form is a legal 
document which like all contracts is 
intended to carry legal consequences, and 
should take a legal make-up. Again, the 
Practice Notes are not in fact, nor do 
their compilers intend them to be, legal 
decisions. They are suggestions for deal- 
ing with certain practical matters arising 
in the carrying out of the contract, which 
the highly competent members of the 
Joint Contracts Tribunal consider to be 
the best and fairest method of dealing 
with those situations. Some points 
treated in them have never been, it is true, 
the subject of legal decisions, but they 
are none the less valuable on_ that 
account.] 

In a final article, the writer will deal 
with some of the more real and definite 
criticisms of the form, particularly those 
dealing with Nominated Suppliers, the 
snags in sub-contracting, and opinions 
on arbitration as a means of settling 
disputes. 

(To be concluded) 
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The National Federation 
INTERIM REPORT TO HALF-YEARLY MEETING 


T is still necessary to point out that, 
unless present Government policy 
is modified sufficiently early and to the 
extent necessary to enable ‘prospective 
building owners, whether they be public 
bodies or private industrialists, to decide 
what building work they will be in a 
position to carry out and to make the 
necessary preparations for that work to 
be ready to be put in hand, there is every 
likelihood that the building situation will 
become serious as soon as the existing 
backlog of work has been carried out.... 
If investment by industry is not facilitated 
and encouraged, the level of investment 
in two years’ time may well be lower 
than is necessary to maintain the health 
of the economy. The building industry 
would be among the first to suffer. A 
decision announced in the Budget Speech 
which may adversely affect building 
firms—the amount of whose _ bank 
advances had already been severely cur- 
tailed—was the direction given to the 
Capital Issues Committee to examine 
whether a bank overdraft is the appro- 
priate method of financing any specific 
project in respect of which the consent 
of the Committee is required.’ This 
point is among those made in the Interim 
Report of the National Federation of 
Building Trades Employers, presented at 
the half-yearly meeting at Bournemouth 
on Tuesday. The report continues: 


Although the industry as a whole is 
at the moment fully engaged, the distri- 
bution of work between firms of different 
sizes and between different parts of 
the country is not entirely satisfactory. 
While building activity is high in most 
industrial areas, many smaller firms are 
meeting increasing resistance to the high 
cost of building and there is a shortage 
of work in many rural areas which is 
most pronounced in Norfolk and 
Suffolk and in Devon and Cornwall. 

Future Prospects——The beginning of a 
decline in building activity is naturally 
shown first in a lessening of work in 
architects’ offices. An inquiry recently 
made by the RIBA among the members 
of its Council has revealed that both the 
number of inquiries received and the 
amount of work in preparation are 
appreciably less than a year ago, particu- 
larly in the provinces. 


Housing 


The Housing Progress Report issued 
by the Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government shows that the number of 
houses completed during the first quarter 
of the year was well maintained and 
there is a reasonable prospect that an 
annual total of 300,000 houses may again 
be achieved in 1957. The further pros- 
pects, however, are less satisfactory. 
Since the middle of 1956 there has been 
a continuous fall in the total number of 
houses under construction by all agen- 
cies, and at March 31, 1957, 26,000 
fewer houses were being built than a year 
before. It would appear that the abolition 
of the subsidy for general housing pur- 
poses has discouraged some local authori- 


ties from starting new schemes and that 
the slum clearance campaign has not yet 
reached a sufficient velocity to com- 
pensate. 

While the share of private enterprise is 
still rising, the actual number of private 
enterprise houses under construction has 
also dropped by over 5,000 from the 
March, 1956, figure. The chief reasons 
for this reduction of houses under con- 
struction by private enterprise would 
appear to be the more selective policy 
imposed on the building societies in the 
granting of mortgages by their difficulties 
in attracting and retaining investment 
funds, the higher rates of interest on 
building society advances and the higher 
down-payments required from prospec- 
tive purchasers. 

Government spokesmen have taken the 
line up to the present that they cannot 
see their way to protect house-purchasers 
from the effects of the dearer money 
policy. If, however, the restrictions on 
credit impose a progressively serious 
check on the housing programme, the 
Government will have to consider 
whether they can afford to throw away 
the political benefits which the success of 
Mr. Macmillan’s policy as Minister of 
Housing secured for them. 

HouseE-BuILDING FOR LETTING: The 
less favourable prospects for expansion 
in building for owner-occupation has 
induced the Federation of Registered 
House-Builders (which is affiliated to the 
NFBTE) to re-examine the possibility of 
developing a policy to enable private 
builders to erect houses for letting. It 
quickly became apparent, however, that 
in this field also a serious initial obstacle 
is the difficulty of financing such projects 
under present conditions. Several firms 
have reported that they are prevented 
from entering this market by the rigid 
control exercised by the Capital Issues 
Committee, at the direction of the 
Treasury, over the raising of the neces- 
sary finance. 

Fixed-Price Tendering 

While the Federation does not dispute 
the Government’s statement that the 
return to fixed-price contracts could 
make a considerable contribution to the 
stabilisation of costs and prices, it has 
expressed grave doubts to the Minister 
of Works both in regard to the timing 
of the decision and in regard to the 
ability, or even the intention, of many 
local authorities, hospial and other public 
boards and private architects to comply 
with the pre-condition to any request for 
fixed-price tenders that the works shall 
have been ‘thoroughly planned in 
advance.’ Had the step been taken at 
the time, about three or four years ago, 
when there was a general trend towards 
price stabilisation by the building 
materials manufacturers and when 
wage levels in industry generally were 
increasing more slowly, it would have 
stood a better chance of securing general 
acceptance by the industry and of 
achieving the desired results. The intro- 
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duction of fixed-price contracting in the 
middle of a cycle of substantial wage 
increases in both the service and the 
supply industries, which are bound to be 
reflected in the prices of materials, must, 
however, cause the prudent contractor 
to price his tenders with the utmost 
conservatism. 

Ways and means of securing that prac. 





tical effect is given to the condition that | 
all works for which fixed prices are | 


required shall be 


‘thoroughly planned | 


in advance’ are being considered by the | 


Federation’s Contracts Committee. 

The Council of the NFBTE has 
decided that a notice shall be issued by 
the Federation upon the contractual 
aspects of fixed-price tendering. The 
notice will call attention to their view 
that thorough advance planning is to be 
evidenced so far as the contractor js 
concerned by complete documentation 
at the time of tendering; that the two. 
year period for fixed-price contracts 
should be reckoned from the date for 
delivery of tenders; and that tenders 
should be marked as open for accept. 
ance within two months and subject to 
confirmation or adjustment by the 


—— 


——E 


2 PET TSAR 


contractor if accepted thereafter. Further- | 


more, building owners 


should be | 


reminded that where a fixed price is | 


given contractors will be obliged to 
insist upon a strict adherence to the 


terms of the contract particularly in the | 
matters of the early provision of further | 


drawings, the prompt nomination of sub- 
contractors and suppliers, the issue of 
architects’ instructions involving varia- 
tions, and the issue and payment of 
certificates. 


Building Materials Prices 


Contractors with fixed-price contracts 
will naturally desire to obtain from the 
manufacturers and suppliers firm quota- 
tions for the materials required for 
specific contracts. They will also find it 
necessary to give close attention to the 
trends of building materials prices. 
Although past changes cannot be taken 
as a direct guide to what may happen 
in the future, the following table, which 
shows the approximate percentage 


changes (+ or —) in the prices of some | 


of the more important materials in the 
12 months ended April, 1957, will be of 


interest: 

a 
Sand and Ballast bs a an +6 
Bricks 3 ae +3 
Tiles, Clay Floor and Roofing » 2, = 
Plasterboard = +2 
Softwood (imported) no “change 
Steel Joists, Heavy Section and Bars .. —22 
Glass, Sheet and Plate .. : oe +9 
Cement : a = +3 
Lead-Pig and Pip e oe -3 
All Building Pa Civil Engineering 
Material +4 


The announcement that ‘the price of 
coal will be raised this summer by an 
unspecified amount has a direct bearing 
on the production costs of many build- 
ing materials and members should bear 
in mind that the price stabilisation under- 
takings entered into by a number of 
manufacturers are now running out. 
They will have noted that warnings have 
recently been given by the chairmen of 
leading cement companies that home 
prices for cement must soon be raised 





THE BUI 


and tha 
not less | 
Joint 
The J 
Architec 
Builders 
review t 
activity 
affected 
dence c 
Council 
on the 
cates th 
of work 
The Cor 
time ha: 
ment ne 
that an \ 
ing wor 
if the st 
not per! 
the cred 
taken to 
drawing 
can be 
soon as 
lifted. 


Mana 
must wi 
well as 
accident 
the ini! 
director: 
clearly 
manage! 
workpe¢ 
working 
will not 
co-oper: 
sary. TI 
should t 
whether 
position 
considet 
holding 
appropri 


The | 
ing Cor 
(among 
bers) in 
technic: 
building 
poses 0: 
estimate 
of recrt 
trative 
the indi 
mation 
Manage 
estimate 
should 
ing und 
tion at 
to a rec 
cal trait 
This fig 
who en 
complet 
craft tr 
with th 
side im 
full-tim 
16 to 1 

GENE 
been m: 
ducing 


1957 


in the 


tracts 
n the 
uota- 
| for 
nd it 
o the 
ices, 
taken 
ippen 
which 
ntage 
some 
n the 
be of 





—— 


+ Se reper apap + 


a ORRIN 


re 





THE BUILDER July 5 1957 


and that the increase is expected to be 
not less than 3s. per ton. 


Joint Consultative Committee 


The Joint Consultative Committee of 
Architects, Quantity Surveyors and 
Builders has been keeping under regular 
review the extent to which the future 
activity of the industry is likely to be 
affected by the credit squeeze. The evi- 
dence collected by the RIBA from its 
Council members on the amount of work 
on the architects’ drawing-boards indi- 
cates that there is a definite falling-off 
of work, particularly in the provinces. 
The Committee is of the opinion that the 
time has now come when the Govern- 
ment needs to take some action to ensure 
that an even and balanced flow of build- 
ing work is maintained and that, even 
if the state of the national economy does 
not permit an immediate relaxation of 
the credit squeeze, steps can at least be 
taken to enable plans up to the working 
drawing stage to be ready so that work 
can be put in hand without delay as 
soon as the present restrictions can be 
lifted. 

Building Safety 

Management must recognise that it 
must wholeheartedly accept the moral as 
well as the legal responsibility for 
accidents and must take and maintain 
the initiative in reducing them. The 
directors of each firm must make it 
clearly understood to their subordinate 
management at all levels and to their 
workpeople that unsafe methods of 
working and unsafe practices and habits 
will not be permitted and that the full 
co-operation of all on the job is neces- 
sary. The subject of accident prevention 
should be included in all training courses, 
whether for those in managerial 
positions, foremen or apprentices, and 
consideration might well be given to the 
holding of special courses on safety in 
appropriate cases. 

Training 

The Federation’s Management Train- 
ing Committee has conducted an inquiry 
(among a representative number of mem- 
bers) into the executive, managerial and 
technical administrative grades in the 
building industry. One of the main pur- 
poses of the inquiry wads to enable some 
estimate to be made of the annual rate 
of recruitment required on the adminis- 
trative as distinct from the craft side of 
the industry. After considering the infor- 
mation disclosed by the inquiry the 
Management Training Committee has 
estimated that at least 500 young men 
should be recruited each year for train- 
ing under schemes providing for instruc- 
tion at a technical college and leading 
to a recognised qualification, and practi- 
cal training on the site and in the office. 
This figure does not include the number 
who enter the administrative side after 
completing the whole or a part of their 
craft training, but is concerned solely 
with those who enter the administrative 
side immediately after completing their 
full-time education at ages varying from 
16 to 18. 

GENERAL FOREMEN: Inquiries have 
been made about the possibility of intro- 
ducing full-time courses (in general fore- 


manship studies) based on the City and 
Guilds of London Institute’s syllabus for 
the benefit of foremen who have the 
necessary qualifications for admission 


but whose work prevents them attending. 


evening classes regularly over a two-year 
period. The National Advisory Com- 
mittee for the Training of General Fore- 
men is now seeking to ascertain whether 
there would be sufficient support to make 
it possible to hold such full-time courses. 

BUILDING ADVISORY SERVICE: The 
demand for the Building Advisory 
Service during the first five months of 
the year has continued at a high level. 
All the staff of the Service have been 
fully ‘engaged in studying the problems 
of individual firms and in giving advice 
on the improvement of managerial 
methods, increasing productivity and the 
reduction of site and overhead costs. In 
addition to consultancy work for in- 
dividual firms the Service has been con- 
cerned in the running at_ technical 
colleges in London of three five-day 
courses in work study and site organisa- 
tion for supervisory staff. These courses 
have been well supported and are to be 
followed by a series of further similar 
courses. A further special course (the 
tenth of its kind) has been run for an 
individual firm. The Service is willing 
to arrange courses in work study and 
site organisation for affiliated bodies or 
individual firms in any part of the 
country. The Service has also taken part 
in short courses for executives organised 
by Regional Federations. 


FIXED PRICE TENDERS 
Eastern Federation Views 


HE subiect of fixed price tendering was 

discussed at the recent half-yearly meet- 
ing of the Eastern Federation of Building 
Trades Employers. 

In introducing the section of the Report 
dealing with Fixed Price Tendering THE 
PRESIDENT (Mr. R. E. Perrott, MIOB) said 
that he would like to emphasise the fact 
that although the industry was informed of 
the Government’s proposals, there was no 
consultation in the generally accepted sense 
of the word. Reference had been made to 
the prerequisite of adequate planning, and 
the Eastern Federation was giving support to 
proposals which the LMBA was putting for- 
ward that in the absence of proper planning 
builders should be entitled to claim fluctua- 
tions and that variations should be be priced 
at a penal rate, 

Mr. S. F. S. HEARDER (National Director) 
spoke on this matter and said that fixed price 
tendering had been operating in Scotland for 
some considerable time and the experience 
gained showed that the builders were cover- 
ing themselves against possible increases by 
a provision of 2 per cent. Referring to the 
discussions which the National Federation 
had had with the Ministry, he said it had to 
be realised that there was a considerable 
body of opinion within the Federation in 
favour of an early return to fixed price 
tendering. At the time that the matter had 
first been mooted, before the Suez crisis, a 
number of manufacturers had stabilised their 
prices and there was no doubt that public 
opinion had looked for similar action by the 
building industry. For these reasons it was 
felt at that time to be impolitic to oppose 
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the suggestion but when the Suez Crisis oc- 
curred the Minister had agreed on repre- 
sentations from the Federation to defer his 
decision. 

Subsequently (continued Mr. Hearder) 
when the Minister had indicated that in his 
view the time was now ripe for an ijntroduc- 
tion of fixed price tendering the National 
Federation had stated that they considered 
that the effects of the Suez crisis were still 
being felt, prices were no longer being stabil- 
ised by the manufacturers, and the employers 
were faced with a wage claim from the 
operatives. In spite of these facts the Minis- 
ter had implemented his decision to intro- 
duce fixed price tendering. The industry 
therefore had got to make the best of it and 
Mr. Hearder said that all the Regions now 
supported the views put forward by the 
LMBA. It had to be realised, however, that 
what was being proposed was merely a re- 
turn to pre-war practice. 

In discussion, Mr. F. JeLLincs (Peter- 
borough) pointed out, however, that in pre- 
war days prices were very much more stable. 

Mr. R. Foster (Hitchin) referred to dis- 
cussions which had recently been going on 
with the Hertfordshire County Council with 
regard to fixed price tendering, and he em- 
phasised the necessity for adequate and com- 
plete pre-planning with the minimum of 
variations. 

Brierley Hill Decision 

APPROVING A PARAGRAPH in the Finance 
Committee report on June 24 the Brierley 
Hill Urban District Council agreed that, in 
future, all council contracts for building or 
civil engineering works must be on a fixed- 
price basis. The move was given an all- 
party welcome, but Clr, W. E. Homer said 
that while it was high time they did away 
with a condition of contract which had 
thrown a great strain on both public and 
private concerns, fixed prices would have 
the effect of increasing the initial tender 
by 14 to 2 per cent. That, he said, was 
something they must be prepared to accept— 
but it would show a saving in the long run. 


NFBTE RECRUITMENT 
INQUIRY 
500 Vacancies a Year 

*‘ A'\N inquiry has recently been conducted 
= by the Federation among a representa- 
tive number of member firms to enable 
some estimate to be made of the annual rate 
of recruitment required on the administra- 
tive as distinct from the craft side of the 
industry, Mr. L. A. Walden, president of 
the National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers, told she half-yearly meeting of 
the Midland Federation of Building Trades 
Employers at Matlock Bath, on June 28. 

‘From the results of the inquiry,’ he said, 
‘it is estimated that at least 500 young men 
should be recruited by the industry each 
year for training for the executive, mana- 
gerial and administrative grades.’ 

This figure did not include the number 
who entered the administrative side after 
completing the whole or a part of their craft 
training, but was concerned solely with 
those completing their full-time education at 
ages varying from 16 to. 18. 

‘I trust, therefore, he added, ‘that the 
career opportunities thus revealed will not 
be overlooked by the young men about to 
leave grammar and public schools in about 
a month’s time.” 
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CURRENT. PRICES OF MATERIALS 





Ta information given on these pages has been specially compiled 


for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials, not 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to ‘large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchant’s warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices of 
materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 

Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 
Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 
St. Pancras. 


Pit Ballast bee Pers i ass os oes per ya. 
Pit Sand ; Sis aos aes os ies me 
Washed Sand . ics _ ase sae = +5 
Zin. Shingle... ate ‘ee 22 bi Ss = 
in. Broken Brick... i sen ove ai a 
Pan Breeze * ie . 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag Aggregate 

2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton. 


CEMENT, etc. 
Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 
Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. 
6-ton loads and upwards, site one ... per ton 
1 to 6 tons, site ae Pa 
Rapid Hardening Cement in n 6-ton loads and up- 
wards to site oe - 
lto6tons do. site ‘ # 
Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices. 
Sulphate Resisting Cement. 32s. 6d. per ton on 
ordinary cement prices. 
Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots ses es 812-0 
Other colours according to colour. 
In 4-ton lots from 310s. Od. to 780s. Od. wi ton. 
White Portland Cement - - = 13 17 
Under | ton ... per cwt. 16 
417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening ) in 6-ton lots 


n 
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w ee Sarl 
— 


CeCCANCNS 
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N 
an oo 
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and upwards per ton 7 4 6 
Super Cement (Waterproof ¥ 32s. 6d. ‘per ton above 
Portland Cement. 
Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £11 10s. 0d. to £14 5s. Od. 
(1-ton loads and upwards). 
Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 
ous cement, 6-ton lots and up ‘s 1510 3 
Stourbridge Fireclay, 6-ton loads at Railway Depot, 
London . 617 6 
Moler Mortar. “Powder for Flue Bricks (London 
sites) ... . per cwt. : ie Fe 
BRICKS 
Full Loads. 
First Hard Stocks sah Man ssc oo per1;000: 12°17 0 
Second Hard Stocks ... 7 sis ene sini = 11 16 O 
Mild Stocks (Kiln Burnt)... sea ate at - BA 16 
Mild Stocks... a 816 6 
All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must 
be obtained from job to job. 
23in. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in W. * 
District Commons ... a o S180 
Cellular do. a - any ois bie - 518 0 
Keyed do. sis see ae siete ies * 6 00 
Rustics . - A ee oe — ss 7190 0 
Cellular Rustics — . rar — a ‘5 710° 8 
Single Bullnose Commons — — she ie 1 i2 6 
Sandfaced ... ose ss nine ies mt 810 O 
Tuscans bis os wee owe re ion ee 9 5 0 
Saxons _ sie wns ae vo PH 943° 
Golden Buffs eae sie aie ai ee * 10 0 O 
Dapple Light Sais s i0 7 6 
Best Blue Pemeed Staffs (London Stations) | -_ 5 28 15° 6 
Bullnose (London Stations) ' _ Js 29 9 6 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) . ” 25 19 O 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London sites) ae $e 10 8 O 
Uxbridge Whites (London sites) _.. »» 10 2 0 
. ial Purpose Sandlime Bricks (London ‘sites) . ms 718 6 
in. Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks _(London 
Saleen sek ss 6 28 3 3 
3 in. do. (London” Stations) ie es 3 33 16 3 
in. Moler Flue Bricks (London sites) ie 37/10 0 
ti in. Machine-made Sandfaced Red "Facings 
(London sites) - 15 8 6 
24 in. Machine-made ‘Multi Red Facings (London ig ay Xs 
sites) . 99 
2¢ in. Hand-made Sandfaced Red Facings (Condon 
sites) . ra 15 13 6 





zg 
2§ in. Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings . 

(London sites) per 1,000 16 8 6 
Hand-made Sandfaced ‘Cherry Red ‘Facings, Berk- 

shire district (London sites) as 18 14 0 
Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings. 

Berkshire district (London sites) ... * 18 14 0 
Rubber Bricks for gauged arches (London sites) . * 42 17 6 
2§ in. Surrey Clamp Burnt Multi Stock Facings 

(London sites) is 13 14 0 
23 in. Surrey Kiln Burnt “Multi “Stock | Facings 

(London sites) aR 5 66 
Glazed Bricks (London sites), White, Ivory, B ‘Brown— 

Stretchers... ap me 64 00 

Headers , =! tee aoe i 63 00 

Quoins, Bullnose and 44 i in. Flats ae ses s 80 0 0 

Double Stretchers ... eee ne nee vas se 85 00 

Double Headers _... ws ose eas aes . 77 10 0 

One side and twoends__.... re bee ‘es es 87 00 

Two sides and oneend ... er wee eg pe 89 10 0 

Splays and Squints awe a 83 00 

Cream and Buff £3 extra over White. _ Other 
colours, hard glaze, £8 10s. Od. extra over White. 
All above prices plus 324% for Best quality and 
plus 324% less 10% for Second quality. 
PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. (W.C. District.) 
HoLLow CLay PARTITION BLOcKs (Keyed) 
Minimum 
lorry loads 
*2 in. 140 yds. - ... per yd. sup. 4 § 
os, ie ee 140 yds. = pee Pe 4 8 
3 in. cavity) 120 yds. ; +s se 
BUILDING BLOCKS (Keyed) 
*3 in. (6 cavity) 110 yds. a is 5-9 
*4 in. (6 cavity) ee 95 yds. wee Fe am 6 10 
6 in. (83 in. x 5¥ in.) 1,250 blocks .- per 1,000 26 18 0 
*Half blocks at no extra charge. 
CLINKER CONCRETE 
2 an. Ae ae nee 100 yds. oe ... per yd. sup. 3 9 
24 iD... aa ais 85 yds. ae aus <5 4 4 
3 in. aes aon oes 75 yds. es PEP a 53 
4 in. See ise Ses 55 yds. ne : 6 5 
CRANHAM 
Pain; See ne PA be ar ee eae a 6 9 
2710; ...- ane ie sas - ee ae as 728 
" = che ae “xe ar ose ae oat pa 8 9 
ac ei eae aes a 10 9 
rf ie Load bearing quality es : a 11 10 
MOLER PARTITION “BLocKs. 
2 in. We Be ae 150 yds. Bas 5 Pa 16 0 
23in. . ae 120 yds. ee tue oo 16 6 
3 in. ee ee sists 100 yds. hs sas oe iF 6 
4 in. . 90 yds. if 9 


LIGHTWEIGHT CONCRETE BUILDING AND PARTITION BLOCKS OF VARIOUS 
SOURCES OF MANUFACTURE 


2:10, Bua eis te 100 yds. e Pe 5 10 
 _—- “ ; 80 yds. ae ae a 7 0 
2 re ae a 65 yds. a eee e 8 2 
4 in. is see ose 50 yds. me ay mS 9 8 
BEAD. css ‘cs a 44 yds. Sas ae mn 10 4 
OME: ~ ese e ak 33 yds. ee a 13 10} 
THERMALITE- YTONG PARTITION BLOCKS 
2tGn: 144 yds. 7 0 
” THERMALITE- "YTONG LOADBEARING INSULATING BLOcKs 
Sis. .< 120 yds. is 8 § 
AAs. ase nie oe 90 yds. eee ‘ine ss 11 0 
or mae oe 72 yds. See Me mm 13 
Gm. cx ies nt 60 yds. mu ees a 16 6 
84 in. 42 yds. me i 3 6 
FLoor BLOCKS AND FILLER Tites 

3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. ~~ 12 in. delivered in full 

lorry-loads sain 000 34 10 
4 in. GO. vs ae wos one ate ‘ ma 36 10 0 
5 in. GO; sus ee Nos as ee ae ee 4315 0 
6 in. G0: sss oss ree ae eee oe ne 49 19 0 
7 in. = ee eee awe aul ses ee os 61 8 0 
8 in. 719 © 
12" x3" x ce Filiet Tiles in multiples of 10 tiles per 1 ,000 multiples 42 15 0 
12” <4" x7" do. do. 73 15 @ 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 


The following are the percentages to be added to the Revised Standard 

List (Nov., 1956) prices delivered London Area. 
Delivered ex Merchants Wharf or Depot or Manufacturers Works. 
Over 100 pieces Under 100 pieces 


Over 2 tons —— 2 tons Under a tons 
Best Quality ‘ —7 +83% iS% 
BSS Best do. ... +10% —74h8% +10% +83% +10% +15% 
Tested Quality ... +374%—74% +37£%183° +374 %415% 
BSS Tested do. +474 %—Th% +474%483% +474%415% 
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STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc.—continued DOORS (in Lots 1-11) 
£ 9. &. Delivered London area. , 
3 in. ar? Drain “ (in pi in. sana «. per 1,000 11 10 6 13 in. 4 Horizontal Panel. Pattern 4 in. deal a 
4 in. ote a aa SS 3.6 2 ft. O in. x 6 ft. 6 in h 112 0 
6 in. ee er et a ey is ” 3] 9 0 . atl. . itl. eee eee see eee eac 
Sin 0 maa oe a $2 4 in. X +4 Sim ... ats ee aaa - 113 0 
a Oy acs eee ace ese eee «es fe t. 6 in. x Gi << eae aaa ina 114 0 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. a 116 6 
3 DAMP COURSE 2i ~ | but top panel open. Pattern 4 x 'G in deal 
ae ae Hessian base bitumen 7 lb. per yd. sup. in 24 ft. rolls 2 ft 9 in Cit rh e : i 5 il 3 
\ cut to wall widths in lots of £6 — and over ; 2in. 2 Panel, top panel open. " Pattern 2 x G in deal 
40 delivered London area... : . per yd. sup. ‘eee, SB. 2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. zs. 3} :°4 
Asbestos base ditto 7 Ib. per yd. sup. do. do. S$ 3 2 ft.9 in. x 6ft.6in. ... pa oa ia - 2 
to | Lead lined bitumen ditto 94 Ib. per yd. sup. do. - 2 2 7 
76 | 18 in. x 9 in. British damp course slates ... .. per 1,000 43 8 11 SUNDRIES 
14 in. X 9 in. do. do. aia aes a2 oe 
40 Bs in. X 9 in. do. do. a 18 18 9 Deen London area. 
in. X 4} in. do. aa a et ” 19 19 9 in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. O in. x 2 ft. 0 in. in 
5 0 14 in. X 44 in. do. do. a ee is 1518 3 quantities of 1 ton (89 yds. to | ton) «. per yd. 6 2 
9 in. x 44 in. do. eons = .— eee Hi Ga Syl . 8 0 
do 2 in. Oo. (52 yds. to 1 ton) one ae ‘ 9 Of 
> 0 STONE rk in. do. (45 yds. tol ton)... saa o 11 3 
n. do. (39 yds.tolton) ... eS a? 
; ; a Seno —. — 1 ton add Id. per $ in. of thickness. ' 
0 Saaks Past ce ” a ee 8 Ik in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. 
no | St. Aldhelm Box Ground : 9 1¢ | 4 in. Hardboard naliieaina oe oe 
> 0 ( Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth ‘i Nees = ay ~ oy ; 216 
a B.R. Western Region. BS “9 Asb Fl c. idi . Ks Poa ee 3 2 6 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered London area _ , 8 11 oy sbestos F ” ul ing § Sheets. a, <TR Z p 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area ans : 8 5 R ie ; ; ta a . 
Portland Stone— . - oofing Felt 1- -ply » : 2 
bbe shen do. 2-ply ee roe ee oa a 2 2 
_—— Witten random blots, 20 average Best Sent Glue in slabs... ae ae .. per}cwt. 5 0 ry 
Southern Region .. pot Li a | yo sasians . re Py ye % ae oe 
Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin Hood Quality. Beg eng: ey bey oa ~- Oe Ce 
Cut Nails 3 in. ‘(- ton lots) ... ee aes -». per ton 70 10 O 
Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. | do. 4 d 1 l . 
9 in. x 3 in. Rubbed, weathered, throated and | Wire Nails, prey i +a Ce 
st : ‘ wae oa ji Me bes E 
ea ans ca Pog ae al —— : p ; do. " 4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots) k,n. a 3 6 3 
1g 12in. x 3 in. Plain coping, twice throated , os 2s 3 
Pols : in. X 3 in. W “— and twice throated coping pe SG. 3 METALS 
in. < 6 in. do do. : a 214 3 STEEL JOISTS, ETC. 
4 43 in. x 9in. Plinth rubbed on top and face... aa 2 8 6 Basis sone 
10 3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes ... . per ft. sup. 8 8 6in. x Sin.,8in. x Sin.,8in. X 6in., 10in. X 6in., 
0 Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. 12 in. x’ 6 in. plain cut to lengths oes 
thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork .perft.cube 1 9 9 London area eee . per ton 48 2 6 
do. do. fair one edge for fair faced Extra for sizes 
9 brickwork = a ot . ua it m 115 3 3 in. X 1} in. 4in. x 1} in. ... oe aaa pa 310 0 
4 Hard Y ork— 3 In. X 3 in. . a 210 0 
3 12 in. x 2 in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge per ft. run 10 6 4 in. x 3 in. 0 25 0 
5 14 in. xX 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on ~ 10 in. x 43 in os ses oe on tee ” 110 0 
and front ... -- per ft.cube 2 15 6 5 In. x 23 in. 5 in. xX 3 in. see sce eee 2 1b 6 
12in. x 6in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front ... se 2 8 6 4zin. x 1} in see oe tee see ” 3 5 0 
9 2 in, Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes . per ft. sup. 9 9 Sin. xX 44 in. Tin. x 3$in. 13 in. x Sin. * 15 0 
: 2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, in random sizes per yd. sup. 3 8 6 ri x ries - in. X 7d in. ... PO se 9 20 0 
in. X in. in. X 4 in. in. xX 4 ~ 
; ; “eee + a 15 0 
10 TILES AND PANTILES acca fee 100 
Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 9in. X 7 in. 10 in. x 8 in. 12 in. x 8 in ° 
0 Machine-made Pantiles and French ans Tiles from 14 in. x 5% in 14 in. x 6 in. 14 in. X 8 in 
6 Lincolnshire district ~ ae ae 29 19 0 15 in. x 5 in. 15 in. x 6 in. 16 in. X 6 in ” 10 0 
0 Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district evs Pe aa 55 18 O 16 in. x 8 in. 18 in. x 6 in. 18 in. X 7 in. 
9 Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district ... sai 59 5 0 18 in. x 8 in. 20 in. x 6}in. 20 in. x7} in.J 
OUS Hand-made 10} x 64 tiles Berkshire district ee ss 15 9 0 Steel angles average price... eee vee ane » 50 5 0 
Machine-made 104 x 64 Staffordshire district... mae 141 9 Steel tees average price +<¢ ase » 51 5 0 
10 Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. “ay aes Lit 3 Fabricated work delivered London— 
0 Machine-made Hip and Valley tiles do. ... 0... ose 1 8 0 R.S. Joists cut and fitted see nee ne » 67 12 6 
2 Concrete tiles 10} x 64 a ak | ag ae 8 5 6 Compound girders... eee wee tee tes » 744 0 0 
8 do. Interlocking (49S) a cen 19 9 6 Stanchions ; : ads Pe 2e8 aes es 79 10 O 
4 Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. Compound stanchions : <a aes mn 84 0 0 
10} In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins aa we ‘a 97 12 6 
Average prices not for awkward work. 
0 SLATES Angle cleats and § in., 3 in. and { in. bolts sanataece 
First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage price London area - per cwt. 510 0 
5 paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. Per FFRRO-CONCRETE BARS 
0 1 ,000 actual. Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars British manufacture 
9 4 x 12 a 143 15 10 to BSS785 ex London Stock § in. diam., and 
6 22 x 12 11617 4 upwards re ag ae -+. per ton 46 0 
8 2x 11 105 10 10 3 in. diam. ... ea ae oo “za phe , extra 8 12 O 
20 x 12 99 0 1 | in. py aoe ae ws ‘ala a tad os 7 a ; 
0 x 10 94 16 9 in. Oo eee eee eee eee eee eee .” 
0 18 x 10 65 16 9 $ in. Per : “aa a +2 ¢ 
wx 9 57 14 0 MILD STEEL TuBes 
: 16 x 10 5117 0 Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. List prices and following discounts : 
0 Wee TGs aa pak 40 11 9 Galvanised Tube— a Malleable 
4 Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. Cus A ery - reas ~_ Vike 30% Bm, y List 
; ClassB +254°2 +204 Heavy +43% —25%+40% 
Class C +444% +394% 
Softwood— Class A — 8% —134% Light +223% Malleable List 
td Joinery quality ........_-Ex Wharf per standard £115 to £140 ClasB + 44% — 3% — Heavy +3086 2 — 3% 
Carcassing quality .. do. ‘i £97 to £102 Class C +194% +144% 
= 1 in. Tongued and Grooved Flooring do. es £110 0 O C.1l. HALF-ROUND GUTTERS 
2 Hardwood— Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths 
Mahogany —African S.E. do. per ft.cube 110 0 | Gutters Nozzles Stop 
do. Honduras do. do. Be \ a a a Ends 
: Oak European do. do. a eo @ 3 in Pee ee don poe io afee 3/6 1/- 
) do. Japanese do. do. oe 210 0 | 34 in. sea ate Gea a: w- 4/33 3/10 1/- 
do. English Logs sawn do. a } 37° 6 4in. wai was A oe <<. , 4/4 1/6 
| Teak 8 in. average S.E. do. a 317 6 | 4bin. ae ee oa oe we = 6/18 4/10 1/10 
Walnut African Logs sawn do. re rs Oo | Se a ~ ae ae «- 6/98 5/3 2/1 
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METALS—continued 
C.1.0.G. GUTTERS 
Sto 
Gutters Nozzle Ends 
3 in. see ese eee ies eee ane 5/1 4/7 1/3 
BEan.. -s. a Ba a a axe 5/84 4/7 1/6 
4 in. ee ase aks ata oan aie 6/34 4/10 1/10 
Sam. ue ape ne = abe scm 6/94 5/6 2/1 
5 in. _ ee cue eek ss 7/5% 6/4 2/5 
CL ” RAIN-WATER PIPES 
Per aie in 6-ft. seeaaell Pipe Bends _ Branches 
2 in as ‘ 8/54 4/4 /3 
2s i in 8/54 4/10 8/4 
3 in 9/6 6/- 9/- 
3% in. 10/93 7/1 10/10 
4 in se 12/6 8/7 12/10 
a." cc. " CoaTED SoIL aa: 
2 in are 9/74 7/5 9/- 
24 in 10/14 8/3 11/3 
in. ote — = oa = wee =11/4$ 9/- 13/4 
3}in. ... = is — oe «e- 12/84 11/3 15/6 
4 in. sn si cos |©6= AIDE 12/6 18/4 


Above prices for gutters, rain-water and soil pipes for under 5 cwt. lots 
only. Lots over 5 cwt. see List No. 3300 dated February 1, 1955, plus 20% 
and tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent., 2-ton lots re per cent. 


L.C.C. CoaTeD DRAIN PIPES 


In 9-fts. 
cwt. qt. lb. per yd. Bends Branches 
4 in. -_ bes eas we ee 33/6 23/- 41/- 
6 in. mn és ye ae | 49/2 61/3 98/- 


Ast SBESTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 
All less 174 per cent. discount. 
2 in. 24 in. 3 in. 4in. 


Pipes 6-ft. aan ne .. peryd. 4/3 4/63 5/6 7/34 

hoes... ee «. each 2/9 /- 3/7 4/10 
Single Branches _ Sa ‘5 4/4 5/1 6/1 8/6 
Bends square or obtuse a 3/- 3/ 4/4 6/1 
Swan Necks 44 in. proj. s 3/4 4/4 4/10 6/9 
; 6 in. 3/7 4/4 5/5 7/3 

ASBESTOS O.G. Gutters AND FITTINGS 

4in 4} in. 5 in. 6 in. 

Gutters 6 ft. lengths -- peryd. 4/1 4/54 5/4 6/44 
Drop ends Sie ar sos Cacn 3/3 3/9 4/5 5/2 
Stop ends ae -_ = 1/- 1/1 1/2 1/4 
Angles ‘s 3/4 3/10 4/8 5/5 
Nozzles ni sas eee < 3/3 3/9 4/5 5/2 
Union Clips... ‘ 1/7 1/11 2/4 2/8 


ASBESTOS ‘Hatr-Rounp GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 


3 in. 4 in. 44in. Sin. 6in. 
Gutters 6ft. lengths... peryd. 2/10 3/44 3/54 4/1 5/8 


Drop ends ... eos ACh 2/4 2/9 3/- 3/4 4/10 
Stopends ... ee nS -/11 1/- 1/1 1/2 1/4 
Angles — sae a 2/8 3/- 3/4 3/7 4/10 
Nozzles sae sais x 2/4 2/9 3/- 3/4 4/10 
Union Clips en x 1/2 1/3 1/4 1/6 2/3 
Per ton basis 
in London 
=. 8. ¢; 
Iron—Staffordshire Crown mv—, ay woe 49 7 6 
Mild Steel Bars oon 43 18 O 
Mild Steel Hoops seb =e ai oe ee 44 2 6 
Ex Merchant’s 
Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 
Soft Sheets C.R. and oA A.— £  s..d, 
20 gauge see ae gas ave aes sae) Sree 6 
24 gauge me sie ss oak eas ban “. (Ol? 6 
26 gauge ze = ae ane “OS ae 
Galvanised Corrugated st sheets 6 5 to 9 re oo 
20 gauge oe gee ae ss 6610 0 
24 gauge sie ms ae ate esis _ os | =—9 0 O40 
26 gauge ... ae pee i. ee A 
Galvanised flat sheets cl R. and C. A— 
20 gauge ses se ce -- 68 0 0 
24 gauge on ye oi - -_ one as 2 10°50 
26 gauge _ dis ‘a ~_ _ Ses cas AGES EO 
ALUMINIUM AND ALUMINIUM ALLOYS 
(Base prices) s. d. 
Sheet BS 1740 SIC 18 SWG (36 in. wide)... - per lb. 211 
Sheet BS 1470 NS3 Utility 18 SWG (36 in. wide) ... mm 2 8} 
Coiled strip BS 1470 SIC 18 SWG (24 in. wide) . ae 2 10 
Coiled strip BS 1470 NS 3 Utility 18 SWG (24 in. 
wide) 25 
Coiled strip for flashing 99. 71% purity 22 SWG (12 i in. 
wide) . 3 0} 
Corrugated ‘sheet BS 1470 NS 3 Utility "Circular 
Profile 8 ft. x 32 in. x 20 SW per sheet 112 6 
Corrugated sheet BS 1470 fae 3 Utility Industrial 
Profile 8 ft. x 313in. x 20S o 1484 
Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS. $ Utility Mansard 
Profile 8 ft. x 313 in. x 20 SWG . ; iii 7 
Extruded section BS 1476 E1C simple moulding » per ‘Tb. 2059) 
Extruded section BS 1476 EiC 1 in. diam. round ... ,, 2 64 
Extruded section BS 1476 HEIWP simple angle ee 3.0 
Extruded section BS 1476 HEIOWP 1 in. diam. a os 2-13 
Tubing BS 1471 TIC 14 in. O/D x 20 SWG.. as 4 4} 
Tubing BS 1471 HT10WP 13 in. O/D x SWG s 5 8 
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PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK, etc. 
Delivered in London area. 


M.O.H. 
All per doz. gin. in. lin. 1fin. lhin. 2in, 
Screwdown bib cocks Crutch 
head for iron sé 87/- 128/8 
Toilet bib cocks for iron’ 109/- 158/5 


Screwdown stop cocks for iron 66/- 95/9 188/- 363/- 522/6 917/6 

do. with two unions for lead 89/— 132/- 234/4 472/- 623/6 1389/6 
Double nut boiler screws 18/8 26/5 47/6 48/6 67/- 93/6 
Heavy Croydon ball valves 77/- 193/6 312/5 568/8 734/1 0 — 
Plumbers’ union — _ to 


won 5... i eee 19/6 23/6 38/6 52/10 70/6 165/- 
ljin. 14in. 2in. 3in. 34in. 4in 

Caps and screws eae we «= 33/— 40/8 +=59/6 92/5 118/10 155/3 
Brass sleeves wae “ig 31/11 31/11 56/2 74/10 91/5 
14x6lb. 14x6lb. 2x7Ib. 3x7\Ib, 

Lead P. trap with won ening 
screws . ; --- 68/6 85/6 137/- 234/- 
Lead S. trap do. ae «. =—83/- 102/6 168/3 302/- 
Solder s. d, 
Plumbers’... ane es Lcwt. lots 351/- 14 lb. lots per lb. 3 6 
Tinmen’s...  .«. aus wee » 9 427/- Pe a aE 
Blow pipe ay ae iss » 99, ~S430/— ts ee 


CoppPer TUBES AND SHEETS 


Copper tubes BSS 659/1944 on the basic price of 253d. per Ib. plus gauge 
and manufacturing extras as follows. Minimum quantities, 3 cwt. 


Extra 

d. d. d. 
4 in. x 19 gauge --- 14} Total per lb. 40% approx per ft. ll 
jin. xX 19 ,, eee ee = me 3 o ne 15 
1 an. < 18. ,, ose a aE ss - 23} 
Ijin. x 18 ,, 103 a » 36% os is 28 
I}in. x 18 ,, «. 10% es 3 20r a - 33} 
2 in. x 17 124 — « = 53} 


Rolled Copper sheets | up to 48 in. wide, basic ein 


plus gauge and manufacturing extras per ton £267 0 0 


ZINC 
Sheet Zinc 10 gauge (25 SWG) 5 cwt. lots upwards per cwt. 8 9 0 
do. 12 gauge (23 SWG) ‘ ” 8 6 6 
do. 14 gauge (21 SWG) Be s 3°35 
Brass TUBES 
Brass tubes basic agi oo anna. and sanmneeauell 
ing extras... .-- per Ib. 1 9 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 


Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 
or Home Counties. 


£ sad 

Lead Sheet, English, 3} lb. substance and upwards perton 130 5 0 

Lead Water Pipe in coils ; a 132 10 0 

Lead Soil Pipe 10 ft. or over ‘2 in. to 4 in. dia. i 134 0 0 

over 4 in. dia. : ae 136 0 0 

Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe ae 134 0 0 
Extras over Basis for quantities under 1 ton 

5 cwt. and under 1 ton eee a per cwt. 2 0 

3 cwt. do. 5 cwt. oh 40 

1 cwt. do. 3 cwt. re 6 0 


Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. | priced ‘specially. 

Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
extra according to current trade schedule. 

Allowance for Old Lead, collected £80 15s. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 


PLASTER, etc. 


Coarse Pink in 1-ton loads and over Delivered on _ per ton S23 
do. White do. do. is 8 11 9 
Siripite Coarse do. do. S$ 43 
do. Fine do. do. e 823 
Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads a 6 14 6 
Hydrated Lime (Grey) do. ae ee fee ua 517 6 
do. (White) do. eee eee we - 6 5 0 
Lump Lime (Grey) do. ass see = as 5 7 9 
do. (White) do. me 5 14 6 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads - Hi lit 9 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads RR it 6 6 
Granite Chips in 6-ton loads : — mn 210 | 
Hair... percwt. 417 6 
Gypsum Plaster Lath ‘or Base Board Ri in. thick 600 
yds. and over in one delivery. Delivered site ... per'yd. 2 4 
1,200 yds. ... a 2 
Do. Insulating do. “Zin. thick 600 yds. and over 
in one delivery. Delivered site ... * 3 
1,200 yds. ex 2 It 
Gypsum Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to 
12 ft., } in. thick, “— _ and over in one named 
Delivered site na 2 7 
1,200 yds. _. vA 2 6 
Do. Insulating do. “Zin. thick 600 aie ‘and over 
in one delivery. senepantnin sito .. ‘is a 3 
1,200 yds... a“ 3 % 
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PAINT AND DISTEMPER per ft. super 
£s. d. 4 in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral, Standard weal a: « 
Delivered London area White Group 1 10} 
Ceiling Distemper... as aa a +. percwt. 1 6 do. Group 2. 3 2 
Washable Distemper eas Ae “a es - § 5 0 do. Standard Tints 1 8 
Gloss Paint .. per gal. 212 0 do. Special Tints . 3 4 
in, Snowcem cement paint (in 1 cwt. drums) . percwt. 311 0 4 in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, _ Reedlyte and 
Leap PRODUCTS AND OiLs Luminating sanataaie 3 1 3 
Ground White Lead, in 1 cwt. kegs percwt. 8 18 3 7 in. per Cast... a ae 
Genuine White Lead Paint, 1-19 oa. lots in 1 eal. tins pergal. 3 9 6 4 in. Georgian Wired Cast. ote se on os 1 5 
17/6 Genuine Red Lead, Dry, 1 cwt. keg. xe percwt. 6 7 0 a oo Blocks— Each 
89/6 Genuine Linseed Oil Putiy, 1 cwt. keg < (Pe ney 214 0 rsa x im .. ee sal ees 3 3 
93/6 Size XD quality 28 Ib. aaa eee per tin 9 0 P. B. ; 73 x 72 x 3gin. a. aa pas a 5 0 
= Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) drums extra sae ee. per gal. 18 6 P.B.32 7} x 73 «SJE xcs aa << a ¢ 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. ... Pye thre ” 19 0 Radiused Corner Blocks to match _—— with— 
65/- SUNDRIES P.B.2 5 se 6 0 
+ in. Turpentine substitute : da ) drums extra ... fic eape 5 6% P.B.3 16 
an do. a : 0 gal.) * aon, oes “6 4 104 P.B.32 ; 76 
5 Brown al. cans) Exterior... was pe 8 4 
+5 ee ee gal. Nah cxal » se ae ea iA 2 0 4 in. Polished Plate Glass, G. G. Quality— Per ft. super 
, Paste Powder (1 Ib. packets) ae ae per Ib. 2 0 In plates not exceeding 2 oy sup. Z 5 
- Paper <.. ae asa eve i ” ” ” . _ 
3. d / Be i < 100 ft. sup. na 6 0 
: SHES, etc. 
3 6 VARNISHES, + in. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e., plates nition 
1 Delivered London area 100 ft. sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways. G.G. 
+3 Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside... .. «. pergal 2 0 0 quality—Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or 250 in. one — 
Oak Pale Copal do. ... eee wea ose Me = 200 or 135 in. both ways ... : 9 0 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside ioe ain ay is 2750 Not exceeding 180 ft. sup. or ditto... aaa aad mm 3 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. ... ae a a Es 280 Not exceeding 200 ft. sup. or ditto. ... aaa 17 2 
luge Eggshell Flat Varnish do. ... ie: e ce Mi 260 Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup. prices on application. 
t. Finest Carriage Varnish ia oo ita ues 2. a2 7 6 Substances other than 4 in. Polished Plate at Special Prices. 
P Front Door Varnish ... ee eee eee see » 240 Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass. 
i _— pn _ = _ = - ” - i ; The oe prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
15 Brunswick Black je i os th es a 112 0 pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 
23} Berlin Black °... see Rae Nias — +00 is 110 0 nae Minimum Per ft. sup. 
28 Terebene ‘eats waa es Me 117 0 Description of Glass quantity $<. 
33} Knotting (1 gal. bottles free)... Bra | ee 2 8 0 BGOPANCCEERG, sin kee ee eee 4} 
53} French and Brush Polish (do.) ... ea a - 2 2 6 240Z. 5 oe = aed pe ... 2,000 63 
26 - i e 2,000 83 
0 320 2,000 11% 
GLASS } in. “Rolled Plate... 1,000 8} 
per ft. super 4 in. Figured Rolled and " Cathedral Standard 
Delivered London area. ; , , ; Patterns, White Group 1... 1,000 8 
0 18 oz. Sheet Glass Ordinary Glazing Quality-Cut Sizes 74 do. Group 2 1,000 16. 
6 OZ. ss os a os oa Be 9} 4 in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, ‘Lumina- 
3 26 02. a oS ie is fi é 1 Of ting and Spotlyte Group 3. 1,000 11f 
a Bn cs 1 3% fs in. and 4 in. Rolled Plate or Rough Cast 2,000 1 0 
lie "Rolled Plate ree Fe sae eee aa 10% 4 in. Wired Cast, Hexagonal ee se ee 1 2 
% in. and 4 in. Rough Cast ... ese a eee 1 24 | in. Georgian Wired Cast am ... 2,000 Rea 
% 
on 
1, 
0 
0 The Builder 
0 
0 
) 
AS FROM MAY 27, 1957. (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 
Town. Grade. KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. Town. Grade. 
URAIAIN 55a sssivastosnns conene A i i Bridgnorth MB .........+-0+« Al 
Aberdare |..............., a c Grade Classification. oe x Bridgnorth RD ...... “al 
Abergavenny ........... per * raftsmen see ove s /St Bridgwater ...... acohie 
Abingdon Al Labourers ... -_ ass 3/114 3/11 ak | ie A 
Accrington ae Brighouse MB ...............+.- A 
Ae oiny es ae a Town. Grade. Town. Grade. Town. Grade. arg — ene — 
Aldeburgh ............ node MORS » vissinnccciccascsrecs Al INN So uiccccscncucacenens A IO i cncuccnckucasanana A Broadstairs. ......... ; 
Aldershot District van DO Al Bedlingtonshire UD ......... A Blackwell RD A Bromsgrove UD A 
Alfreton UD ........ ooee CS eee ae A Blandford .... Al Broughton, Flint A 
Alnwick UD ........ Beeston & Stapleford UD A Blaydon UD A Buckfastleigh . 
PENNIES, oc acencenrscasséas WRQUNOE -. ssccciscccsceracceces Al Belper UD A Blidworth A Buckingham 
Bakewell UD .Al Belton ........ A Blyth B. A Buckley 
Ambleside Banbury Al Berkhamsted a Bodmin . Al Bungay .... 
Amersham Bangor .Al Berrington _...... 1 Bognor Reg Al Burnham-on-Crouch : 
Ammanford Barnard Ca: A Berwick Borough ooh Boldon UD a Burnham-on-Sea ...... .-Al 
lover Barnoldswick UD wad Beverley MB ..... Sy BROROVER UEP cccccceccceccescce A | eee A 
Anglesey, Is Barnsley CB .. A Bewdley MB..... wabl | a eee A — -on-Trent C.B.......... A 
Ardingly ....... Barnstaple Al Bexhill-on-Sea_ ............... Al POOGGT DED ccccncececsccnceneses A RE TES 
_ Barrow-in-Furness ............ A eee ..Al POTD oosnnccccecncseusines A oer St. Edmunds .. 
saninie : Barrow-upon-Soar RD Biggleswade ..................Al Bournemouth District ......A IIT Sccascaqnndencas 
, EEE RD. an (part Thrussington) ...... Al DIED siccccinsnaescocuneushinens A Brackley MB A BIER Giccctccnceusesdanenninnt 
Ashbourne UD .............. Al WRRES ks ceanccsenceunackedsackece A MINE cucuusducenesuccastexensats A Bracknell ....... 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch UD ...A Basford RD (exc. Willough- oe > nee A Bradford CB 
Ashby Woulds UD ......... A by-on-the-Wolds A1) ...... A MEINE cxavideincdaaxucaseas A Bradford-on-Avon COOUMEIVOR  saceerseccenceenes Al 
Ashford (Kent) ..............- Basingstoke MT TE eds ccs nccaedecsincecs A IIIS © osndcoadumseinaets Al Caernarvonshire, Cnty. of we 
Ashford (Middlesex) | eee Birchington ...... ay Brandon & Byshottles UD A Calder Valley. ......ccccccceseee 
Ashington UD ....... Batley MB TREMOTION cecececsveccccnccsens be Brecon—Borough of......... Al Camberley District ... At 
WML © 2s osonsticcdusoceceses’ Baxterley Birmingham CB. ............ tA Breconshire, County of ... Al ee TE A 
Ashton-under-Lyne A Beaconsfield District Bishop Auckland UD......... A Brent Knoll _ ........cccccccces Al Comes TID cncccccccnccceccns A 
Aspatria and Brayton ...... Al NE. - dcecasnsenasnahaccanceatens Bishop’s Stortford ......./.... A Brentwood . Canterbury .... me 
: Atherstone Bishops Castle MB Bridgend ........ = Scesatathusaacunisendeniaas 
Attleborough BRORAM ...0000<000000 Bridlington MB . Cardiganshire,County of Ad 
Axmins Siimsaneuessicseceunn BURCKBUSE  cscccccsccccsocncsese Bridlington RD (> | | Eee 
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Town. Grade. Town. Grade. Town. Grade. Town. Grade. Town, Grade 
MMO TID oo oscssesiscicnesccs A TUNG cosssesicceseosccseis Al RICWES oor ceasces Riconete A Pembrokeshire (except Mil- Sutton Coldfield MB ‘ 
Carmarthen—Borough of...Al Filey UD ..... ee’ Lichfield MB .. A ford Haven) . Al Swadlincote UD ...... ane 
Carmarthenshire,Cnty of tAl Fleetwood A Lincoln CB .. A Penmaenmawr Swaffham 
PARIUIANL ss cccevscvussens oss se5 A Flint MB ..... mee Liskeard ‘ +s picnesntres 

pee Al Penrith UD .... me Swanage District 
Castleford UD ee! Folkestone . Al Littlehampton Al NOE aso cscs escovccouueh Al Swansea .........0.00 A 
Caterham ....... ee oan Frinton .... Al Liverpool... oss Peterborough, Soke of (East- Swindon District ik 
Chapel-en-le-Frith ce ea een CER Al Llandudno ............0..ce000 Al ern Regional portion) ...Al Swinton UD ssnecestene ea 
— eevnesenensss Al : Lianelly (incl. Llanelly RD) A Petersfield ....... sovecesccecees Al 
army Down ...... os Ok Gainsborough UD . A Lianfairfechan .......... ee Pickering ey: Tamworth MB ....... A 
score District of Sue, aS _ i tangoien May Al ror a ma’ . Pat ieveue i 
Sehaibescaksen ss illi én ondon .... ‘. ontefract cous ‘avistock 
Cheadle (Staffs) RD . se Gillingham (Kent)........ . Long Eaton ee Pontypool & District A Tenterden . 
Chelmsford ... A Glastonbury & Street et | OOD ie sdns kesh eveacknl ee ti Pontypridd District A Teignmouth 
Cheltenham A ee ee ea saci Loughborough MB , joi PORBCRWI - .5..00cs00600 A Tewkesbury 
Chepstow - Gloucester sppwanesnswsnnpec tube A BAAS: 6 oo sccecsscue's Al Portishead A Thames Haven A 
Chertsey ae Gloucestershire, Cnty. of $AI Lowestoft a 9 Portland Bill Al Thetford .......... ‘Al 
on eae sasasr ae Prag = | Snbtcannesiesiedan - pone ooze .Al Portsmouth ... ne Thirsk RD ... ay 
-le-Str: ¥ sea NIE, NEES ccsscenees ksaneeets udlow . .Al Port Talbot .. A Thorpe Bay ..,....... 
Chesterfield EBS nw .csc0s sol Goole RD (part—Airmyn, Ludlow RD .Al Preston .....0s.3. A Thurrock UD Area a 
Ch field RD ¢ Oe. ey | 
serie re - EAD: ssi cncevccescacessesercn A Luton .... -A Princetown Al », North of to Billericay...4 
oe iiiaraooese = Peel > — ny sities 4 ora = pu —- Pp peamaukincsivasosoatal A 
ipping bseeobapanct x neham (Devon) . ‘ HUDOLOUGE 5. .c0cccesssesseus ee 
Chipping Sodbury _......... Al Gravesend ..............0. A olan een A siti . — j 
Chippenham (inc. Chippen- Grays Thurrock UD Ar A Torquay 

ham Within and Harden- Great Yarmouth aN Radnorshire, County of tA1 Totnes 

RE RRS MSP GODS ooo esa cones A Macclesfield ...........s00000s A OAUAMAIE. oo cn cscs scsecssaseuse Al Tring 
Choriey ae ® Grimsby RD (part) ......... Al Maidenhead A Raunds UD . ak Trowbridge. 

irencester uildford District ............ aidstone ...... - i 
Clacton ....... - Maldon (Essex) Al perro 4 TEUTO  soorenss 
Clay Cross UD. <A Slates MB MOY MOND 5 oc csesescescsseae A Redcar B ae nN Fenurotn Ce . 
Cleethorpes MB . A a A gil aan > Malton UD ... At Redditch UD ...... at ss Sey ag 
Clevedon ......... 1 SMalsinaa AS Malvern UD .. Al Redhill & Reigate A Ulverston 
Cleveleys .. A Haresfield .... Al Manchester ..........++-sseeeee: A Rhondda Valley ... A Uppingham (Salop) ees) 
Clitheroe ....... adh aow ‘ Manningtree ..... eos Richmond B (Yorks) ......... A Uttoxeter RD : 
Coalville UD 7” aN enced er Mansfield MB. vaste Ripon MB ......<0s0.0. Al Uttoxeter UD....... 
Cobham (Surrey) A Harrogate MB Ce RON ee er Rochdale ..... Pe 
Colchester ......... = Hartlepool B __. ar Margate .............. me Rochester ...... soon ta 
Cone ......... ‘A sedi 9 nee as Market Harborough RD...A1 Ross-on-Wye ..... sal Wakefield CB ..........sssse0n A 
Colwyn Bay . 1 March ne Market Harborough UD ...A Rossendale Valley aA Wakefield RD ... vA 
Congleton .... Al Hassners ar Market Rasen UD............ Al Rotherham CB .... a Walsall CB .... sel 
Consett UD .. ays Hascacs ae aa Martock .......<<.. at Royston _...... Al Wallsend B . ioe 
"vn gall 2 t a eae —_ petal Rugby MB .... <eeee a see ~~ 
E : 3 ad atloc a Rugeley UD ... Al Ea ee, i 
¥AI -saseeal ag ae aaa oe MR IMREIID os! yc: Al Sudan MOD oekvocsscctssocsts A Wale .....-eseeeeseeee vA 
Corsham District ci Heanor UD av ss Sara Melton Mowbray UD ...... Al Warminster Al 
Coventry CB ....... <i Remel Elev eibaal ae Merionethshire ............... Al Warrington seeeeee A 
eeecook ee pe YS | re sia etd ——e Al ome wd aT, nee wA age re -“ —— sa A 
RRO ac <sccacacssenssatt Al 54 ; x exboroug >. er St. ANS eeseeee tees ‘ednesbury MB....... A 
Cranwell Acrodrome Site... A sane lenge etage “ane Middlesbrough CB . et St. Austell .... Al Wellingborough UD A 
MW IEY is scsseevsecssanvnvansts Al Herne Ba . fs ea Middleton .......... A St. Helens vA Wellington UD vA 
Crewe ...... ok Beira y Middlewich y ry St. Neots. ...... Gi Wellington (Somerset) ...Al 
Crewkerne .. Al He Ane RD” A Mildenhall ...... Al Salisbury City Wells (Norfolk) ...........Al 
ageleneanesren AL | Hesham Ub Scccccca | Milford Haves GB SSAY | Salsbury Pla — 
Crook and Willington Heysham he RK: DEMON os ods nicvaencavessies Al san 7. ecccccccccce SEW  civesior Mteeee oes 

Co RRS 5 A YSnamM ...... eee Monmouth—Borough of...Al Sawbridgeworth . Welwyn Gar. City ...........A 
Crowborough Ke alco eens a — Monmouthshire..... . ERR: Al Saxmundham _... West Bromwich CB.........A 
Cuckfield... aa Hicr Th e _ tereneeees Morecambe... ae Scarborough MB.. WEES ce coescscess,s Al 
NOWIDEAN «oS ascsecsosenstcccses A Hinckley UD Saree — Moreton Valence At a = gessees Westclifi-on-Sea , vA 

" ae a, Tee —_ y . 4 jen. OI EMNOID sacsas>avecsec 
UES CT aaa A ete 2 Rae a Selt yi es fest Hartle; ‘CB : 
a peth B ... mee Selby UD West Hartlepool CB ......... A 
Dalton-in-Furness ............ A — s A Morpeth RD a Sevenoaks... Westmorland (except 
Darlington CB .. ary Ho tt A WVIENUORI EY os osesceesesscsxcoes Al Shaftesbury “ Kendal) ............ccsecsees Al 
Dartmouth ..... Al rise CY nese : Al Sheerness ....... a Weston-super-Mar Al 
ne nek ae ee UD. Al Sheffield MB .. A 6 ONL | i aR: A 
Daventry MB ... Al —— steve Al Shepton Mallet . Al Weymouth (including Port- 
Sere aed Hogders id CR A Sherborne .. Al land Bill, excluding Port- 
Denbigh Town Al — vA Shipley... ws land Stoneyards) ......... Al 
Derby CB....... wr Hu sttteeeeeeeeees A Shoeburyness A Whitby UD nee 
Co ee Al ene rec uit} = Shoreham — A Whitby RD Al 
Devon, County of TAL | TAMEMNBCON (SIATS) «...2.000004 rewsbury * oecA /hitehaven A 
Dewsbury CB . ae Sirhowy Valleys .. ae Whitley & Monkseaton UD A 
Didcot At BUEROOMNOD in icissvedsesoece Al 1 Sittingbourne ....... Al Whitstable and District ...Al 
eee Al Tikeston MB.... es Newmarket _.......... oaks Skegness UD ....... Al NU IGRAONY oxs'cescc cuss cos ccsecines A 
Doncaster CB . sb SA Iikley UD .... ey Newport, Mon. ... A PAO EID ou. ecascecccacscsace A Widnes .... uA 
Dorchester wey) Ipswich .......... A Newport Pagnell . .Al Sleaford UD ......5.0s000<0s-<> Al Wigan oA 
eae mae. Isle of Sheppey sol INOWQUAY sc cccevscess veer Slough, Windsor & Eton Wigton ... Al 
Dorset, County of . ad Isle of Thanet... my Newton Abbot .... Al Ee A Wilmslow ...... A 
Le ey ERIS OR WAGUE os sccccncnsseneven Al Normanton UD ...... A Smethwick CB tA Wilts. County fAl 
Dovercourt .. aay Northallerton District oak Snettisham ... 2 Wimborne ....... asda 
Driffield UD ........ ont Jarrow B mn oe = és A ee wes oe cova 
Drigg & Carleton BT a ai Yorthampton A somerset, County inchester ..... «Al 
Droitwich a ae . North Shields .... A Southampton and Windermere Al 
Dudley CB ..... ie Saeee eT Mr ee: . ao — Al . Eastleigh spe iaete setts A —— eecaes ee 
Dunstable A PND eee ssucceies Northwich ......... ree Southend-on-Sea Dist.......A HAI: 5,....+. accel 
Durham A Kenilworth UD. A Norton Radstock We | SOUGIDOMS «2 scccscscevesves A Withernsea UD.. -Al 
Kettering MB .. A Norwich ........:.. ae South Shields CB ook NEOKIOS: '<.505.05000 Al 
Keynsham ............ A Nottingham CB . A Southwold __........ Al Wokingham .......... Al 
Reetboeree ....5.....5.... Bae Kidderminster MB... <=ok Nuneaton MB. _......ccsccsece A Spalding UD ... veel Wolverhampton CB aioe 
: am. & _. bus mt pag peta Seacek Al Stafford MB.. A Wolverton District .........Al 
S istrict ...Al | King’s Lynn ...... Ss i idg 
ition aD... Al Kingsteignton al Oakham RD. .....seeesseeeees: Al Stanford’ Mi Mt Woodhall Spa =o 
East Retford MB.... N Kirkham ................ A —— bose —_ Stantonwick .... A Woodstock... Al 
Eastwood (Notts) UD......A Knaresborough UD , ak Oldh se A Stevenage .. chk, Worcester CB . case 
oe vee & District... re RSME 55.5 sesssenesseot A coma Reperere —— Stockport .. A Workington .... A 
pencil aac NAL | ee ee nee A ysis Deda ag vA on erence eae . woe. et even “at 
Epping ......... oak Leamington MB A fsa orbury . rq Stoke-on-Trent CB ............A Wrexham (incl. Cefn).........A 
Evesham MB . Al Leatherhead A Oo —" ‘ub phy sentee® Al Stoke Orchard ..... me Wroughton .......... Al 
ee eee A Leeds CB ... A e : Stourbridge MB . oye SPATE sc ecsievc ak 
RIREAED. ssccsscsuestscnssese Al Leek UD ... ik — pe oo Stourport UD .... ste Wymondham _ ..........0000 Al 
Leicester CB ..... ae N Oxted sees Al SHOWMALKEE o...cccccccsseerse 
Fakenham .. Leighton Buzzard Al Stratford-on-Avon MB PEAR g ca Svtysccivsvstuesdiascat Al 
Falmouth ... REIMON ....scc0se oa SRUMOW  cccvssececveees esasevine Stroud (RD Area) ey Yeovil Borough Al 
Fareham .... Leominster «Al Paignton .... = Sunderland CB .... ae York CB ....... coche 
Faversham RCTCRWOEUD oo cccscsccccsccoecss A REE scihcecacsssuvemeseetenes UN UMIONID anvsesiessisensced Ystalyfera... savesceussasee 





*For Birkenhead , Liverpool and London the rates are:—Craftsmen. 4s. 7$d.; Labourers, 4s. 1d. In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile radius is: Craftsmen, 4s. 74: 
Labourers, 4s. O¢d. tPlus 2d. per working day. {This is the County rate and applies except where higher grades are stated. 
Note.—Carpenters and Joiners providing own tools when employed in establishments operating under the Supplementary Rules for Woodworking Factories and Shops, receivs 
2d. per day; when employed on other building industry work, 4d. per day. 
Wowmen’s Rates.—In all districts throughout the country the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 3s. 74d. per hour. 
craft processes, 3s, 3$d. per hour. 


Women engaged on work other than 


For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 44 
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LANT & MATERIALS 


‘Shell Bitumen Review’ 


A NEW periodical, named as above, has 
recently been published by the Shell 
Petroleum Co., Ltd., No. 1, Kingsway. 
London, WC2, and distributed free. The 
main purpose of this review is to provide 
information about the properties and uses 
of bitumen for engineers and others con- 
cerned with road construction and civil 
engineering works, such as coast protection, 
irrigation, canal lining and so on. Articles 


on other applications, such as industrial, 
will appear from time to time. 


of similar houses and a main sewer on the 
other side of a playing field. This has 
entailed a run of nearly 1,700 ft. of 6 in. 
internal diameter pipe, and, since the play- 
ing field is normally in continual use, Key 
pitch fibre pipes were chosen by the archi- 
tects so that the scheme could be com- 
pleted as quickly as possible during the 
college’s Easter recess. Apart from saving 
time, the installation of fibre pipes is also 
expected to prove lower in cost than con- 
ventional methods. By Key Engineering 
Co., Ltd., 4, Newgate-street, EC1. 

















OAP TRAY 


| 
223 8 - 34 








SHOWER’ TRAY.— The 
‘ Allied Caprice’ shower 
tray also does duty as a foot 
tray and a sitting bath. 
Made by Allied Ironfounders, 
Ltd., 28, Brook-st., W1, in 
porcelain enamelled steel, 
painted externally. Avail- 
able in white and pink and 
Allied standard colours, it is 
not supplied with panels. 
Hole for chain-stay but no 
overflow or tap hole; it has 
adjustable feet, and it is 
formed with integral seat 
and soap tray 








Scaffolding Hand Winch 


‘Skyscraper’ cradles and scaffold winches 
combine all the safety features called for 
in the relevant regulations; where overhead 
suspension is possible, this method is 
cheaper and quicker than the orthodox per- 
formance of erecting tubular scaffolding, 
also leaving the ground clear of obstruc- 
tion. The winch is built into the support- 
ing cradle brackets although single-man 
platforms with one winch only are available. 
The winch has a SWL, for man-riding, of 
4 ton and is supplied as standard with 
100 ft. of wire rope. The winch can be 
coupled in two’s or four’s. 


Electrical Accessories 


Recently introduced by M.K. Electric, 
Ltd., Wakefield-street, Edmonton, London, 
N18, is a range of twin 13-amp. switch- 
socket outlets and neon pilot lamp units for 
the ‘ Gridswitch’ range. The two outlets of 
the former are interconnected and only one 
set of terminals is needed; there are five 
patterns, all of which are available without 
switches. The neon pilot lamps, which are 
moulded in red, may occupy any position 
available in one of the multigang Gridswitch 
units, from the two-gang upwards. 


Fibre Drainage Saves Time 

A saving of some six or seven weeks in 
installation time is expected to be achieved 
by the use of a Key pitch fibre drainage 
system at the Nautical College, Pangbourne, 
Berks. The new drainage system is being 
installed to connect a group of staff houses 
in the college grounds to a second group 


TRADE NEWS 
Forthcoming Exhibitors 


GHOWING at the Building Plant Exhibi- 

tion, at Heaton Park, Manchester, in 
July are Mathew Brothers, of Sandy Lane 
North, Wallington, Surrey, who will dis- 
play a Mantis pneumatic-tyred hydraulic 
excavator with ancillary equipment, a 
‘Super Loadstar’ loading shovel and a two- 
ton fork-lift truck suitable for site use. Also 
at this exhibition will be Thos. W. Ward 
Ltd., Albion Works, Sheffield, who are 
showing a selection from their range of con: 
tractors’ plant and equipment. These will 
include an excavator, a loading shovel, a 
diesel crawler tractor and a_ twin-bucket 
weighbatcher. 

























SINK PILLAR 
TAP.—A new 
model produced by 
Peglers, Ltd., 
Prestex House, 
Marshalsea - rd., 
London, SE\, has 
been patented as 
BS159 HN In- 
clined. This sink 
tap with inclined 
headwork permits 
comfortable oper- 
ation while the 
length of neck 
allows a bucket to 
be filled easily 








At the Engineering, Marine, Welding and 
Nuclear Energy Exhibition in August-Sep- 
tember portable and stationary air com- 
pressors and pneumatic tools are being 
shown by Broom & Wade, Ltd. POBox7, 
High Wycombe, Bucks. 


Jablo Plastics Industries Ltd., of Méill- 
lane, Waddon, Croydon, Surrey, are show- 
ing their new product, ‘ Jablite, at the forth- 
coming British Plastics Exhibition at 
Olympia next month. This material was 
described in these columns last week. 


New British Oxygen Patents 


British Oxygen Gases, Ltd., announce two 
recent patent applications in respect of their 
welding processes, The first relates to an 
improved nozzle design in Gas Shielded 
Electric Arc Welding. The second patent 
also relates to an improvement in Gas 
Shielded Electric Arc Welding. Among 
orders placed recently with this firm is one 
for 51 sets of the new ‘ Saffire’ oxy-acetylene 
hand welding and cutting blowpipes together 
with spares and servicing tools which will 
be used for work on the Kuwait Oil Refinery 
extension. Also British Oxygen Gases, Ltd., 
are to build a new oxygen compressing 
station at Mosley-road, Stretford, to meet 
the increased demands for the gas in the 
Manchester area. The building, which will 
include office facilities, will be erected by 
British Oxygen Engineering, Ltd., and is 
expected to cost £43,000. 





BENDING PLASTICS.—An 
entirely new development in 
laminated plastics is being 
pioneered by Graceline Units, 
Ltd. of West Drayton, Middle- 
sex. It is the application of 
the post-forming technique of 
bending the plastic to produce 
a curved surface; using mass 
production methods for the 
first time in Europe. The 
first Graceline item to go into 
production is a 42-in. sink 
unit fitted with a_ stainless 
steel bowl or with a white 
porcelain enamel bowl. The 
plastic is Formica, by Thomas 
De La Rue & Co. Ltd., of 84, 
Regent-street, London, W1 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Holborn Improvement Scheme 


A SCHEME for a_ one-way _ traffic 
= system to reduce congestion at the 
intersections of Southampton-row’ with 
Theobald’s-road and High Holborn, has 
been recommended by the Town Planning 
Committee of the LCC. This involves the 
widening of High Holborn, west of Kings- 
way, Southampton-place and Theobald’s- 
road and the provision of a new link road 
between Theobald’s-road and High 
Holborn. 

The first stage of the scheme is pro- 
grammed in the Development Plan for the 


period 1955-60. The estimated cost of 
acquisition of property’ involved is 
£1,840,000. 


Sand and Gravel Research 


The Sand and Gravel Association of 
Great Britain has now completed arrange- 
ments for research into their products and 
production problems. The work will be 
carried out in co-operation with the 
Cement and Concrete Association, and be 
control!ed by a Joint Direction Panel under 
the Chairmanship of Mr. B. L. Morton, 
OBE. A research staff has been appointed 
and started work at the research station of 
the Cement and Concrete Association on 
July 1. 


Negotiated Tenders, Barrow 


Barrow TC has decided that in future 
contracts for Corporation work up to 
£4,000 in value shall be negotiated with con- 
tractors instead of being put out to tender. 
Hitherto the amount has been £300. 


Mansion to be Demolished 


The Minister of Housing and Local Gov- 
ernment has decided. with regret, to grant 
consent for the demolition of Howsham 
Hall, a stone-built early Jacobean mansion 
with late 18th-century alterations, near 
Malton, Yorkshire. 

The Hall has been empty since 1948. 


Tronfounding Statistics 1950-56 
Issued by the Joint Iron Council,‘ Iron- 

founding Statistics 1950-1956, consists of 

18 pages of statistical tables relevant to the 


ironfounding industry. Copies can _ be 
obtained from 14, Pall Mall, SW1. 


Materials Handling Handbook 


The Institute of Materials Handling, 
founded in 1953, is carrying out a recruit- 
ing drive aimed at increasing its member- 
ship, which is already over 1,000. As part 
of the drive, a 28-page booklet has been 
issued by the Institute giving information 
on its function, structure, future plans, 
rules, etc. Published by The Nuffield Press, 
Ltd., free copies of the booklet are obtain- 
able from Mr. M. W. Paynter, FCCS, 
National Secretary, 20/21, Took’s Court, 
Cursitor-street, EC4. 


Civie Centre for Scunthorpe 


In the year of Scunthorpe’s 21st anni- 
versary of the grant of a charter of incor- 
poration, the Town Council has just been 
informed by the Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government that in view of the 
exceptional circumstances it will be allowed 
to take up loans for its new civic centre. 
The centre, which the Town Council has 


wanted to proceed with over the past seven 
years, is planned to have a new town hall, 
council chamber and offices on three of 31 
acres of vacant land which have been 
retained for a central park in a triangle 
between Ashby-road and the Kingsway 
trunk road. 


Durban Builders 

The Master Builders’ & Allied Trades’ 
Association, Durban, have issued their 
‘Membership Roll’ for May, 1957, which 
gives lists of building contractors, builders’ 
engineers, merchants, etc., who are mem- 
bers. Other sections are devoted to giving 
details of the by-laws of the Association, 
tendering regulations and a schedule of day 
work charges. President is Mr. W. F. 
Hamilton, vice-president Mr. J. A. Reardon. 
Copies of the roll can be obtained from 
Mr. A. Smith, MBA Building, 59/61, St. 
Andrews-street, Durban. 

Forestry Commissioner's Report 

The Annual Report of the Forestry Com- 
missioners published on June 19 shows that 
the net area of plantable land acquired dur- 
ing the year was 56,242 acres, made up of 
33,486 acres of bare land and 20.761 acres 
of felled or devastated woodland, and _ in- 
cluded 1,995 acres of standing woods. The 
total area of land at September, 1956, 
acquired by the Commission since its 
inception was 2,176,600 acres. 

The report also shows a downward trend 
in the production of both hardwood and 
softwood sawn timber; this was general for 
all categories of sawn timber (excluding 
mining timber) in Great Britain. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDII 





From Our Own Correspondents 


BRITISH EAST AFRICA.—The new 
development programme for Kenya (1957 
to 1960) is concerned to a very large extent 
with civil engineering projects: building, 
roads, dams, water supplies, soil conserva- 
tion, etc. Proposed expenditure is in the 
region of £23,500,000. The Kenya Ministry 
of Local Government, Health and Housing 
is to build 1,400 houses for Africans, begin- 
ning this year and a further 1,200 at a later 
date. Authority is to be sought from the 
Government to raise a loan of £1m. on the 
local market to build further houses up to 
a total of 5,000 by 1961. The Kenya 
Government are considering plans for the 
improvement of the airport at Mombasa, 
expected to involve expenditure of about 
£250,000 over 18 months, chiefly in the 
strengthening and extension of the runways, 
According to the East African Postmaster 
General about £2m. is to be spent on 
engineering works to improve posts and 
telecommunications services. Some £640,000 
are to be spent on exchanges, £460,000 on 
underground cable networks and £780,000 
on the long distance trunk network. The 
demand for Kenya coffee has led to develop- 
ments in the industry. There is a project 
for the reconstruction of the coffee mills in 
Nairobi at a cost of about £750,000. 

GREECE.—The Economic Development 
Finance Organisation (OHOA) is providing 
three loans which will make a considerable 
contribution to the development of agricul- 
tural industry and tourism in Greece. One 
loan for 556,000 drs. is for the establish- 
ment in Arta and Athens of two factories 
for the manufacture, preservation and can- 
ning of citrous fruit juice. The second loan 
of 252,000 drs. is designed to assist the 
Charilaos and Kanellopoulos Company in 
modernising their equipment and plant. The 
third loan of 850,000 drs. is granted for the 
extension of the ‘Grande Bretagne’ Hotel, 
through the construction of a new six-storey 
wing. The Ministerial Economic Com- 
mittee, under the chairmanship of the Prime 
Minister, Mr. C. Karamanlis, has approved 
the establishment of a sugarbeet factory in 
Greece of a processing capacity of 2,000 
tons of beetroot daily. 

LIBERIA .—Six Swedish engineers have 
made underwater surveys for the new har- 
bour which the Liberian American Swedish 
Minerals Corporation plans to construct in 
Grand Bassa County, east of Monrovia, for 
the export of iron mined near by. . . . Work 
is to start shortly on the construction of a 
new road running from a_ point near 
Gbarnga on the existing road from Mon- 
rovia to the North, into the north-western 
province. The road will probably terminate 
at Voinjama, close to the French Guinea 
frontier. It will be 145 miles long and take 
three years to build at a cost of about 
£2,500,000. The project, for which the 
American firm of Brown and Blauvelt are 
consultants, is being financed from_ the 
Export-Import Bank loan. 


MALAYA.—Chin Brothers and Co., of 
Perak and Penang, Malaya, are to build 300 
suburban terrace houses and bungalows at 
Ipoh, on an estate to be called Evergreen Park, 
at a cost of about £500,000. . . . Singapore 
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Automobile Association hag submitted to 
the government plans for a four-storey car 
park, to cost about £170,000. . . . Singapore 
Improvement Trust has approved Eastern 
Oceanic Corporation’s £770,000 housing 
scheme planned off Bukit Timah Road. Con- 
struction is starting on American. - type 
bungalows, of which there will be 214.... 
One hundred and thirty-six bungalows and 
houses will be built by the Tampenis Villa 
Estate Development Company on a £300,000 
estate in Singapore. . The Singapore 
Improvement Trust is to build a satellite 
town, complete with shopping centres, 
cinemas and playing fields, for 80,000 people 
in the Woodlands area, on a site opposite 
the Kranji War Memorial. Construction 
will begin next year... . A satellite town 
is planned for Sungei Udang, 14 miles from 
the town of Malacca, Malaya. ... Shaw 
Brothers, Ltd., of Singapore, are to build a 
cinema, hotel and 10-storey block of offices 
on the corner of Scotts-road and Orchard- 


road, Singapore, at a cost of some 
£1,200,000. 
NEW ZEALAND.—Plans for a new 


building at Canterbury Agricultural College, 
Christchurch, to be erected for the Botany 
Division of the Department of Scientific 
and Industrial Research, are well advanced. 
It is understood that the plans are being pre- 
pared on a provisional acceptance figure of 
£70,000. The building will include a large 
herbarium with some striking features. 


NICARAGUA. — The Corinto Port 
Authority has now dealt with the bids it 
received for the reconstruction of the Port. 
The lowest combined bid of U.S.$4,300,000 
for both phases I and II was submitted 
by a Nicaraguan firm, Cardenal Lacayo 
Fiallos, in combination with the German 
firm of Hochtief. The contracts were, 
however, awarded separately, that for Phase 
I going to a Mexican firm, Cia Mexicana 
Tecnica Urbanizadora y  Constructora 
America SA and for Phase II to a Pan- 
amanian firm, Ingenieria Amado SA. The 
bids for the handling equipment to be used 
are to be opened at a later date. 


SOUTH AFRICA.—The Consolidated 
Lancashire Cotton Corporation has 
acquired a 12 acre site at Pinetown in South 
Africa and is to erect a windowless cotton 
mill. The mill, which will cost £1,000,000, 
will have artificial lighting, air conditioning 
and humidity control. This development is 
teported by Barclays Bank DOO. 


SOUTHERN RHODESIA.—From Salis- 
bury Barclays Bank reports that buildings 
worth £8m. are being erected within the city’s 
boundary and that the City Architect esti- 
mates that more than £12m. worth of build- 
ings will have been completed since July 
1956. Another £4m. worth of buildings out- 
side the boundary will also have been 
¢rected.—Building plans approved in Bula- 
wayo in April totalled 98, amounting to 
£200,515. 








Rubber Factories Abroad 


Sites for new Dunlop factories have now 
been obtained at Amiens, France, and in 
South India, Lord Baillieu, chairman, told 
the annual general meeting. Plans have 
been agreed with the Government of India 
for raising further capital to finance the 
South India project. 


Possible Openings for UK Industry 


The Export Services of the Board of 
Trade Branch has received information of 
the following projects, in which the Inter- 
national Bank of Reconstruction and 
Development is understood to be interested. 

The latest developments in possible pro- 
jects in Jamaica for loan operations which 
include port improvements, electric power 
and agriculture, have been discussed with 
the International Bank. 

The Servicio Co-operativo Interamericano 
de Fomento Economico (IFC) (the joint 
official United States-Panamanian co-opera- 
tive service for economic development in 
Panama) has appointed the Harza Engineer- 
ing Co., of Chicago to carry out the survey 
of hydro-electric power potential and future 
electric power demand in Panama. The 
studies are to recommend probable sites for 
the construction of dams and auxiliary 
sources of electric power to meet Panama’s 
requirements during the next 20 years and 
are to be completed by June, 1958. 

A report on the Rio Lindo hydro-electric 
project ‘Honduras’ is expected within the 
next few weeks. The plan envisages the 
building of five power stations in three 
stages in the Rio Lindo Valley with a total 
capacity of 100,000 KVA. The cost of the 
first stage of the project, including two of 
the five power stations, is estimated to be 
about U.S $15m. 

The IFC has approved an investment of 
$2m. in Siemens do Brasil Companhia de 
Electricidade to help finance the expansion 
of an electrical equipment plant near Sao 
Paulo, Brazil, which will enable heavy 
apparatus to be manufactured there. Ref. 
ESB/285/57. (Tel.: Chancery 4411, Ext. 
693). 
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CONTRACTS OPEN 
*Australia——The State Electricity Commis- 


sion for Western Australia invites tenders for 


the supply, delivery, transport, unloading at the 
site, complete erection, painting, starting to 
work by the contractor and testing and main- 
tenance where required of all the plant, build- 
ing, works and services of every mature which 
are necessary for the safe and efficient operation 
of new steam generating plant and buildings. 
Bids should be sent to The Chairman, Western 
Australian Government Tender Board, 74, 
Murray-st., Perth, by September 12. A copy of 
the tender documents, including specifications 
and drawings, is available for loan to UK firms 
in order of receipt of applications. Copies of 
the tender documents are available at the Office 
of the Agent General for Western Australia, 
115, Strand, WC2. Ref.: ESB/15064/57. (Tel. : 
Chancery 4411, Ext. 738 or 771.) 

*Sudan.—Construction of runway at Malakal 
Aerodrome. The Director, Ministry of Works 
of the Republic of the Sudan invites tenders for 
the construction of a new runway with asphalt 
surface 2,012 metres long and 40 metres wide 
with apron, taxiways, access road and drainage 
from contractors experienced in work of this 
type. The Government have available on the 
site a considerable amount of plant suitable 
for this work which they are prepared to hire by 
agreement to the successful tenderer. It is 
intended that work should start during October 
this year and-be completed by May, 1959, 
which period includes two dry seasons and one 
wet season. Three copies of the Contract 
Documents may be obtained from Director of 
Works’ Office, Khartoum, on the payment of 
LS10. Tenders must be addressed and delivered 
to the Director of Works, Khartoum, by 
August 3. Ref.: ESB/15591/57. (Tel. : Chancery 
4411, Ext. 738 or 771.) 

*Union of South Africa.—Item (A) 10,000 
4 in. x 4 in. salt glazed gully traps (P. trap.) 
complete with cast iron grating; Item (B) 
10,000 water closet suites. The fittings should 
be of a robust construction, suitable for use in 
the non-European areas. The Issuing Authority 
is the Buying Branch, City of Johannesburg, 
and tenders are called for in Johannesburg by 
July 11. Tender documents, including specifica- 
tions, may be inspected in Room 805 at Lacon 
House, WC1, or a photocopy set can be pur- 
chased from the Branch for 9s. Ref.: ESB/ 
pest. (Tel.: Chancery 4411, Ext. 738 or 


COLONIAL DEVELOPMENT 
GRANTS 


GRANTS for development projects in the 
overseas territories, approved by the UK 
Government in the last financial year, 
reached a total of £23,755,193. In addition 
£2,202,880 was granted for research. These 
figures are given in the annual ‘ Return of 
Schemes made under the Colonial Develop- 
ment and Welfare Acts by the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies—April 1, 1956 to 
March 31, 1957,’ published on June 28, as 
House of Commons Paper No. 200, by 
HMSO, price 2s. 3d. 

The return shows that actual issues from 
the Development and Welfare Votes dur- 
ing the 11 years ended March 31, amount to 
£136,860,920, of which £11.939,316 has been 
spent on_ research. Grants approved 
during the year under review included 
£8,747,379 for communications, of which 
£8.260,763 was for roads. Other allocations 
included £2,076,929 for water supplies and 
sanitation, and £1,634,520 for physical 
planning, surveys and census. African 
urban housing in Tanganyika was granted 
£300,000. 

Grants totalling £194,250 were approved 
for the construction of permanent buildings 





* From the Board of Trade Special Register 
Information Service. The telephone number 
and extension at the end of the paragraphs 
relate to the department of the Export Service 
Branch, Lacon House, Theobalds-road, WC1, 
where further information can be obtained 
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and provision of equipment for the 
University College of Rhodesia and Nyasa- 
land. A grant of £1,800,000 was made for 
the development of trunk roads in the 
Federation of Nigeria, while the Govern- 
ment of the Northern Region was granted 
£3,450,000 for the development of class B 
trunk roads and £1,300,000 for the develop- 
ment of rural water supplies. Grants to the 
Eastern Region totalled £144,412. 
Mediterranean territories grants included 
£22,000 for the establishment of a flight 
information centre at Nicosia Airport, 
£40,000 towards the Gibraltar housing pro- 
gramme, and £36,100 for the Royal 
University of Malta. In the Far East a 








further £516,000 was granted for permanent 
buildings for the University of Malaya. 
Grants for road development and improve- 
ment in North Borneo totalled £605,830 
and, in Fiji, £519,378. 

Grants amounting to £621,165 were 
approved for various development schemes 
of the University College of the West 
Indies and its associated Teaching Hospital. 
Among grants for many projects in the area, 
Barbados was granted £164,830 for the 
development of water supplies and £135,470 
for facilities at Seawell Airport; British 
Guiana £359,385 for expansion of the 
geological survey; and St. Vincent £151,900 
for the construction of feeder roads. 
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Clyde Tunnel Work Begins 


PPHE Clyde Tunnel was launched officially 

on June 26, when Lord Provost Andrew 
Hood, of Glasgow, cut a sod on the Lint- 
house side of the river and declared the 
work begun. The contractors for this 
£6,400,000 four-and-a-half-year contract are 
Charles Brand and Son Ltd., of London, 
who were hosts on this occasion to city 
officials and business associates. 

Work will start soon on the site cut, by 
sinking a 90 feet deep working shaft from 
which access will be given first for the driv- 
ing of a pilot tunnel and then for the tunnel 
proper. 

At present the work is confined to a 
single tunnel but it is indicated that permis- 
sion may be given in some three years’ time 
for a start to the second tunnel. If that 
were so the total cost of the project might 
be in the region of £11,000,000 

The tunnel now planned will run for 900 
yards under the Clyde and with approach 
roads will give a total distance of about 
two thirds of a mile. It will be 29 ft. 6 in. 
wide and have twin lane for vehicular traffic 
with arrangements for pedestrians and 
cyclists. 

The major benefit of this long-awaited 
tunnel, from the Glasgow viewpoint, lies 
in the fact that it will relieve the congestion 
on the city centre bridges where something 
like 70,000 vehicles cross each day. 





Ocean Terminal at Finnart 


Work has begun on the construction of 
the new ocean terminal at Finnart to allow 
the handling of the projected supertankers 
of 100,000 tons, Mr. A. W. Hardie, man- 
aging director of Scottish Oils and Shell 
Mex Ltd., said at the opening of the ‘Oil 
Fuel at Home’ exhibition in Glasgow, on 
June 24. This provision would allow us to 
reduce reliance on the Suez Canal. 


NEW BUILDINGS 
Aberdeen.—Plans 


to be prepared for tea- 
room at Hazlepark. Est. cost £15,000. 
East Lothian CC.—Plans approved for 


second development of Dunbar Primary School. 
County A: D. Livingstone (A), County Bldgs, 
Haddington. 
Forres.—Plans approved for erection of 14 
houses at Balnageith by SSHA. 
Fifeshire.—Several works in connection with 
erection of 42, three and four apat. houses at 





SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 


FFOLLOWING are rates of wages 
authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from May 27, 1957. 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, 
Shetland, etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen 4s. 6d.; Labourers 3s. 114d. 
For apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of For week of 


Year. Craftsman’s rate. 44 oe 
*: i 
Ist ae sie - oF 49 6 
2nd ae ‘ni «« oot 66 0 
3rd a6 és ce 99 0 
4th mee ee .. 66% 132 0 
Sth 75 148 6 


For female labour, the rates are: 


Operatives on craft operations (at end of s. d. 
probationary period) me < ae > 
Operatives on labouring operations (at 
end of probationary period) ae 











Broom Site, Leven. Applications to Messrs. 
A. D. Haxton & Watson or Mr. L. A. Rolland. 
joint architects, Leven. 

Paisley.—Plans approved by TC for six 15- 
storey blocks of flats—one in the George-st.- 
Canal-st. development area, three at Foxbar 
and two at Blackhall. 














PLUMBING 
IN BUILDING 
By Sydney Webster, A.R.I.B.A. 


Recent substantial changes in materials 
and techniques make this new book 
invaluable. The author is Lecturer in 
Building Construction at the L.C.C. 
School of Building, Brixton, and a 
practising architect. 
tings, prefabrication and scientific 
installation methods receive partic- 
ular attention. 25/- (Postage Is. 2d.) 


DRAINAGE 

AND SANITATION 
By E. H. Blake and W. R. Jenkins 
New 
ventilation and warming, on district 
heating and on solid fuel appliances, 
have been added to the new, eleventh 
edition of “Blake.’’ Also the whole 
work has been revised, and 

re-illustrated. Over 500 pp. 
21/- (Postage Is. 2d.) 


B. T. BATSFORD LTD. 
4 Fitzhardinge Street, London, W.1 


Specialised fit- 


sections on factory drainage, 


reset 
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CUMBERNAULD TAKES S!IIApRE 


HE cutting of the first sod at Kildryy 

Farm, Cumbernauld, on June 2 
launched the construction of the new town 
of Cumbernauld, designed to take the over. 
spill of Glasgow’s population, under the 
1946 Clyde Valley Regional Plan. Eas 
Kilbride, the other new town developed 
from that plan is now well advanced. 

The Order approving Cumbernauld as 
second such unit was signed in 1955 and 
the Cumbernauld Development (Cor. 
poration was appointed in February, 1956, 
Work has been progressing steadily on the 
project which visualises a community of 
50,000, of whom 40,000 will be Glasgow 
residents. 

The site selected extends to 4,150 acres 
and lies on the south-east of the Glasgow- 
Stirling-road embracing the villages of 
Cumbernauld and Condorrat. A _ master 
plan has been developed to incorporate the 
lessons learned on establishment of new 
towns. It will be used at Cumbernauld as 
a guide to the project. Two interesting 
features are incorporated in the plan, It 
will not adopt the neighbourhood plan but 
will give all sections direct access to the 
central shopping area which will be located 
approximately in the existing centre; the 
other major policy will be segregation of 
transport and pedestrian traffic to the maxi- 
mum extent. 


The Central Area 


In the central area, which will contain 
shops, civic, office and recreational build: 
ings, ‘the same policy of segregation of 
traffic will apply. Another _ interesting 
feature is the decision to incorporate indus- 
trial units within the built-up areas rather 
than seek to completely segregate industry 
from residential property. 

There will be playing fields and town 
parks around the main urban areas with 
access from the pedestrian paths. The 
present stage of development is_ largely 
related to the fact that work has already 
progressed well on the large Burroughs 
Adding Machines, Ltd., plant in the north- 
east of the new town. 

The new housing scheme which has been 
launched is linked directly to this factory 
development. At Kildrum the Cumber- 
nauld Corporation will provide 98  two- 
storey, four-apartment houses with Messrs. 
Gillespie, Kidd and Coia, of Glasgow, as 
architects for the scheme. 

The rest of this area will be developed in 
due course and will involve a total of 353 
houses, the remainder being in three-, four- 
and five-storey blocks with one 15-storey 
tower block as the dominating focal feature. 

The various structures in the Kildrum area 
will be located on the principle of groups 
within a landscape setting, using reinforced 
concrete and brick. 

The contractors for site servicing are 
Messrs. Anderson and King, Ltd., of Glas- 
gow, and the main contractors for the first 
98 houses, Messrs. Holland & Hannen and 
Cubitts (Scotland), Ltd., of Edinburgh. 

The Cumbernauld Development Corpora- 
tion has been located for the past year at 
Mitchell-street, Glasgow, but with _ this 
development, the architectural staff under 
the Chief Architect, Mr. L. Hugh Wilson, 
OBE, ARIBA, has been transferred to 
temporary headquarters at Cumbernauld 
House. 















THE BUILDEF 





Full details © 
ound in the 
previous issues. 


CO 

For some co 
this list see pre 
are advertised 11 
of paragraphs a 
a dagger (7) de 
name and addr 
whom particula 


+Rotherhan 
ages at Kim 
Dep. £5 5s. 


++Durham 
Hunter Hous 
works, Houg! 


*;Birmingt 
maisonettes < 
600. City A 

*Kaling Be 
Victoria Hall 

*4Sutton a) 
Grove-rd, in 
BE&S. Dep. 

*+West Su 
buildings of 
and erection 
(Job No. 477 


*+Essex 
houses at D 
County A. 

*tEssex | 
houses at 
£30,000. Co 


*Barnstapl 
Forches est: 
Crosslands e 

*tBeds E/ 
wade Stratto 
laboratory 
County Sec. 
toom, sanita 
treatment pl! 
tary Primary 

*tNorfolk 
Home at re 
Market. Co’ 

*+Somerse 
Special Sch. 


*+Southan 
at Stanningt 


*Durham 
Playing Fiel 
erection of 
Sch. ; erectic 
sett. Count 


*+Wilts C 
C,, County 


*+Bristol 
Walk and E 
Dep. £2 2s. 

*Welwyn 
existing flat: 
Dep. £1 10s 

*York Ci 


*Brighton 
farmhouse, 
ning Officer 
_ Bury St. | 
in one bloc’ 

. Dep 

Wembley 
contractors 
flats. Boro 


*Merton 
conversion 
Hall. E&S 





> 1957 


TAPE 
Kildrun 
ne 28 
W town 
© Over. 
ler the 

East 
eloped 
1. 


dasa 
55 and 

Cor- 
» 1956, 
On the 
ity of 
lasgow 


) acres 
AS ZOw- 
es of 
Master 
te the 
r new 
uld as 
‘esting 
1 It 
n but 
O the 
cated 
; the 
yn of 
maxi- 


ntain 
uild- 
n of 
sting 
ndus- 
ather 
ustry 


town 
with 
The 
rgely 
eady 
ughs 
yrth- 


been 
tory 
ber- 
wo: 
SSIS, 
, as 


d in 
353 
yur 
rey 
ure, 
rea 
ups 
ced 


are 
las- 
irst 
ind 


ra- 
his 
ler 


n, 


Id § 





THE BUILDER July 5 1957 


ne The Builder 


Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (7) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
qhom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


JULY 8. 
+Rotherham CBC.—224 houses and 51 gar- 
ages at Kimberworth Park estate, Boro’ E. 


Dep. £5 5s. 
JULY 10. 

*;Durham CC.—Erection of Farm House, 
Hunter House Farm, Seaton Carew; sewage 
works, Houghall Farm, Durham, County A. 

JULY 12. 

*+Birmingham City ©C.—Twelve 4-storey 
maisonettes at Johnstone-st., Lozells, contract 
600. City A. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Ealing BC.—New dressing room, etc., at 
Victoria Hall. BS. Dep. £2. 

*;Sutton and Cheam BC.—Adaptation of 53, 
Grove-rd. into eight flatlets and one s.c. flat. 
BE&S. Dep. £1 1s. Tenders by Aug. 9. 
*tWest Sussex CC.—Allterations to existing 
buildings of High School for Girls, Chichester, 
and erection of canteen with laboratories over. 
(Job No. 47766/5049.) County A. 

JULY 13. 


*+Essex CC.—Erection of nine firemen’s 
houses at Dovercourt, approx. value £20,000. 
County A. 

*tEssex CC.—Erection of 13 firemen’s 
houses at Waltham Abbey approx. value 
£30,000. County A. 


JULY 15. 

*Barnstaple BC.—Block of 9 garages at 
Forches estate and block of 6 garages at 
Crosslands estate. BS. Dep. £1 Is. 

*tBeds EC.—(a) Field laboratory, Biggles- 
wade Stratton Sch, ; (b) two classrooms, science 
laboratory and preparation room, Harrold 
County Sec. Sch.; (c) two classrooms, staff 
room, sanitary block and installation of sewage 
treatment plant, Studham (Controlled) Volun- 
tary Primary Sch. County A. 

*tNorfolk CC.—First section of Old People’s 
Home at rear of Howdale Home, Downham 
Market. County A. 

*tSomerset CC.—Erection of Radstock 
Special Sch. County A. Dep. £2 2s. 

JULY 16, 

*Southampton CB.—Waterworks sub-depot 

at Stannington-cres., Totton. Boro’ A. 
JULY 17. 

*Durham CC.—Drainage and layout of 
Playing Fields, Dunston Hill New Mod. Sch.: 
erection of Newton Aycliffe County Infants’ 
Sch.; erection of two fire officers’ houses, Con- 
sett. County A. 

, JULY 19. 

*tWilts CC.—Sec. Mod. Sch. at Warminster. 
C., County Hall. 

ail JULY 20. 

{Bristol City C.—33 dwellings at Brinmead 
Walk and Bearbridge-rd., Withyhood. City A. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

*Welwyn RDC.—External rendering of 20 
existing flats at Hawbush-cl. S., Council Offices. 
Dep. £1 10s. 

*York City C.—24 flats in 5 blocks at Swann- 
st, City A. Dep. £3. 

as JULY 22. 

Brighton CB.—Additions and alterations to 
farmhouse, Mary Farm, Stanmer. BSE&Plan- 
ning Officer, 26-30, King’s-rd. Dep. £1 1s. 

_ Bury St. Edmunds BC.—Six old people’s flats 
in one — z Church Walk, College-st. Boro’ 
ep. £2 2s. 

Wembley BC.—Inclusion in selected lists of 
contractors for public buildings, houses and 
flats. Boro’ E&S. 


* JULY 24, 
ae Pog Morden UDC.—Repairs and 

sion are ATi ‘ 
Hall. E&S 0 garages of outbuildings at Dorset 





FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 





JULY 29. 

*Gillingham BC.—46 dwellings at Twydall 
estate. BE. Dep. £5 Ss. 

*Reading CB.—14 garages at Ash-rd., St. 
Michael’s estate. Boro’ A 

JULY 31. 

*Fareham UDC.—Erection of 16 houses at 
— Park. E&S. Westbury Manor. Dep. 

fo fede 

Macclesfield BC.—Erection of 22 dwellings 
at Weston, Housing Scheme 5 Q. (Fixed price 
tenders.) Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 

AUGUST 2. 

*Croydon CB.—18 garages at rear of Cold- 
harbour-rd._ BE. 

: AUGUST 12. 

Eastleigh BC.—12 pairs of traditional three- 
bedroom houses, five blocks of four two-bed- 
room houses, four blocks of four old people’s 
bungalows, etc., at Velmore housing estate. 


Boro’ E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

AUGUST 14. 
*Windsor Royal Boro.’—30 houses at 
Burnetts-rd., Dedworth. BE, Kipling-bldg., 


Alma-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 
NO DATE. 

*Newcastle Regional Hospital Board.— 
Expansion programme at Prudhoe and Monk- 
ton Hospital in two contracts. Secretary to the 
Board, Benfield-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, 6. 


PAINTING, MATERIALS, ETC. 
JULY 10. 


*+Mitcham BC.—External 
storey flats at various sites. 


MUNICIPAL AND 
CIVIL ENGINEERING WORKS, ETC. 


; JULY 17. 
7 Carlisle City C.—Morton Outfall Sewer 
2,000 lin, yd. 21 in. to 51 in. dia. foul sewer, 
including river crossing in 72 in. dia. steel 
pipe. City S. 
Wath-upon-Dearne UDC.—2,870 lin. yd. of 
6 in. to 54 in. dia. sewers. E&S. Dep. £3 3s. 


vias of multi- 





: JULY 19, 

Vailey RDC.—2,400 lin. yd. of 9 in. and 
6 in. dia. stoneware and C.I. pipe sewers, sew- 
age disposal works, etc., at Bryngwran, nr. 











UNITONE 


ACOUSTILES 


UNITON LIMITED 
Acoustic and Insulation Division 
25 Coptic St., New Oxford St., London, W.C.1 
LANgham 5736 and MUSeum 7460 
Sole Distributors for Scotland: 
CHARLES TENNANT & CO. LTD. 

22 Blythswood Square, Glasgow, C.2 
Tel.: Central 2291/5 


Sole Distributors for Northern Ireland: 


CHARLES TENNANT & CO. (N. IRELAND) LTD. 
P.O. Box 72, 94 Royal Avenue, Belfast 
Tel.: 26256 (5 lines) Belfast 
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Holyhead, Anglesey. Richards & Dumbleton, 
Ccl’s, constg. engrs., 45, Newhall-st., Birming- 
ham 3, and Portmadoc. Dep. £3 3s. 

JULY 24. 

Ross and Whitchurch RDC.—8,000 lin. yd. 
3 in. to 8 in. dia. spun-iron water mains, r.c. 
service reservoir, pumping station, etc, 
A. H. S, Waters & Ptnrs., engrs., 25, Temple- 
row, Birmingham 2. Dep. £5 5s. 

JULY 25. 

Norham and Islandshires RDC.—1,900 lin. 
yd. of 6 in. to 12 in. dia sewers, manholes, 
underground pumping station, settling tank, 
filter, humus tank, sludge beds, etc., at Corn- 
hill, Northd. Waterhouse & Rounthwaite, 
MMiInstCE, constg. engrs., 165, Westmorland- 
rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne 4. Dep. £5 5s. 

JULY 26. 

Uttoxeter UDC.—Laying only 3,350 yd. of 
9 in. dia. spun-iron water main. S. Dep, £2 2s. 

Wellington (Salop) RDC.—985 lin. yd. of 
6 in. glazed stoneware pipe sewer, 67 lin. yd. of 
6 in. spun-iron pipe sewer, manholes, etc., and 
small sewage disposal works. A. H. S. Waters 
& Pinrs., engrs., 25, Temple-row, Birmingham 


2. Dep. £5 5s. 
JULY 27. 

Ripon and Pateley Bridge RDC.—800 yd. of 
5 in. and 3 in. dia. spun-iron water main, f.c, 
concrete tank and brick filter house and pump- 
ing station in parish of Sawley. John H. Haiste 
& Ptnrs., council’s constg. engrs., Belmont-hse., 
20, Wood-la., Headingley, Leeds 6. Dep. £3 3s. 

JULY 29, 

Frome RDC.—1,250 lin. yd. of 6 in. dia. 
sewers, with manholes, and 350 lin. yd. of 4 in. 
dia. spun-iron rising main, sewage pumping 
station and sewage disposal works, etc. W. 
Herbert Bateman & Ptnrs., Chesterfield-hse., 
Batheaston, Bath. ; f 

Kerries RDC.—Concrete service reservoir, 
capacity 1 M.G. at Roskrow Wood, three miles 
south-west of Penrhyn, Cornwall. Herbert 
Lapworth & Ptnrs., engrs., 25, Victoria-st., 
SWI. Dep. £5. 

SEPTEMBER 7. 

Chesterfield, Bolsover and Clowne.—Recon- 
ditioning of Linacre reservoirs. G. H. Hill & 
Sons (Manchester), civil engrs., 51, Mosley-st., 


Manchester. Dep. £5 5s. 
GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Croydon.—ScHoo.s.—The Minister of Educa- 
tion has approved the following programme of 
school building for 1958-59: Fairchildes_sec. 
boys’ and girls’ schools, Fairchildes-ave. New 
Addington (extensions), £137,000; Selhurst 
grammar sch. for boys. The Crescent: adapta- 
tions to provide science accommodation, 
£35,500. Reserve programme: Shirley sec. sch., 
Shirley. Church-rd., Shirley (extensions), 
£70,250; Portland sec. sch., Sandown-rd., SE25 
(extensions), £58,000. The Minister will review 
the situation in consultation with the Council 
later in the year to decide on a starting date for 
the extension to Shirley sec. sch., and will grant 
an autumn, 1957, starting date for the exten- 
sions to the Fairckildes sec, schools. 

London (City).—ALTERATIONS.—Ronald Ward 
& Ptnrs. (F/A) are the architects for alterations 
and adaptations of existing premises at 37, 
Gracechurch-st., EC3, for the Bank of British 
West Africa, Ltd. The quantity surveyors are 
Donald Harwin & Ptnrs., 29, Chesham-pl., 
SW 


I. 

London CC.—SpectaL ScHoors.—The Mini- 
ster of Education has included the following 
projects in the special education building pro- 
gramme for 1958-59: (i) Improvements to and 
extension of Rayners boarding school for deaf 
children, Penn, Buckinghamshire (£75,000); 
(ii) adaptations and additions to Elm Court 
prim. sch., Norwood, to provide 160 day school 
places for physically handicapped children 
(£30,000); (iii) erection of a new day school 
for 180 educationally sub-normal children on 
the site of the former Holly Court sch., St. 
Pancras (£60,000). 

Paddington. — MAISONETTES. — The Housing 
Com. proposes the permanent redevelopment of 
the temporary housing site, formerly 9-17 odd 
Goldney-rd., W9, by a four-storey block of ten 
maisonettes of load-bearing brickwork with 
cross walls of uniform span. The estimated 
cost, including acquisition of the site, is £33,190. 
The Boro’ Architect and Director of Housing 
is W. H. Beesley (A), FRICS. 

Paddington.—FLats.—The Housing and TP 
Com. has approved proposals for the develop- 
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ment of the site of 210, Kilburn-la., W10, by 
12 bed/sitting-room flats for 24 elderly persons. 
The estimated cost of the scheme is £26,073, 
including the acquisition of the site. The Boro’ 
Architect and Director of ‘Housing is W. H. 
Beesley (A), FRICS. 

Ruislip-Northwood.—SHops AND  MaAlSsON- 
ETTES.—Ronald Ward & Ptnrs. (F/A), 29, 
Chesham-pl., Belgrave-sq., SW1, are the archi- 
tects for a parade of six shops with four 
maisonettes over at Field End-rd., Eastcote, for 
J. Leon & Co., Ltd. The quantity surveyors 
are Veale & Sanders, 19, Hanover-sq., WI. 

St. Pancras.—ALTERATIONS.—Ronald Ward 
& Ptnrs. (F/A), 29, Chesham-pl., SW1, are the 
architects for alterations to premises at 319/321, 
Euston-rd., NW1, for Lydford Estates, Ltd. 

Walthamstow. — STUDENTS’ HosteEL. — The 
South-West Essex Technical College (Principal: 
Dr. H. Lowery) is proposing to provide hostel 
accommodation with 100 bedrooms for students 
and the Reconstruction and Housing Com. has 
suggested two sites, the Forest Lawn Tennis 
Club, Avon-rd., or the land adjoining ‘ Brooks- 
croft,’ Forest-rd., as suitable. The YMCA is 
stated to have a sum of money available for 
the immediate erection of the hostel. 

Wanstead and Woodford.—FLats.—Working 
drawings are in preparation for 16 one-bed- 
roomed flats at Avenue-rd., Ell, for the 
Borough Council. The architects are Tooley & 
Foster (F/A), Midland Bank-chmbrs., Buck- 
hurst Hill, Essex. 

Walton-on-Thames. — WaTER Works. — The 
Metropolitan Water Board is to carry out a 
scheme of reorganisation at Walton pumping 
station, estimated to cost £704,900, of which 
£125,500 will be spent on alterations to the 
main engine and boiler house and £48,400 for 
other building works. Tenders will be invited 
from selected contractors. 

Westminster. — OrFices.— The LCC has 
approved proposals for the erection of a seven- 
storey office block, with underground car-park, 
on the site of the St. James’s theatre, King-st., 
SWI, for the Viarex Property Investment Co., 
Lid., High Holborn. The work is estimated to 
cost £200,000. The architect is R. Seifert (F), 
28, Great Ormond-st., WC1. The quantity 
aa & Alexander, 6, Crom- 


TENDERS 


Denotes accepted, 
Denotes provisionally accepted. 
Denotes recommended for acceptance. 
aeons accepted subject to modification. 
aon accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
RB a pence HO ta and 20 flats at Broom- 
(ood estate for BC. *Hy. Boot & Sons. Lt 
Sheffield. i hai 
illingham-on-Tees.—16 flats at Roseberry 
\ S. seberry- 
rd. for UDC. S: E. Shaw. *Stephen Coates, 
Ltd., Langbaurgh-pl., Middlesbrough, £18,138. 
Blackpool.—Phase of new factory and 
offices at Clifton-rd. for Cassidy Bros., Ltd. *J, 
Hargreaves, Blackpool. 
Blaydon, Co. Durham.—240 houses at Win- 
laton for UDC. S: T. Mills. *Direct labour. 
Braughing.—16 dwellings at Buntingford for 
par Pg Ps Successors (Bishop's 
ortford), Ltd., £25,982 (subject to z Ove 
MH&LG) j approval of 
Brighton.—12 one-bedroom flats and three 
bed-sitters on site of No. 166, Upper Lewes-rd. 
for TC. i 


AO + * 


F. T. Wilson & Sons, Ltd. £31,483 
McKellar & Westerman, Ltd. £29,412 
John W. Ridge, Ltd. és we £27,977 
Stone and Son (Builders), Ltd. £27,931 


*Jeffrey & Sons (Hove), Ltd., 206. 
Portland-rd., Hove, 3; ... 7 £26,900 
Carlisle-—38 houses at Morton Estate for TC. 
*Direct labour. £47,712. 
Carlisle-—Additions to Carlisle Technical 
College for EC. A: Buckland & Haywood 
(F/A), Norwich Union-chbrs., Congreve-st.. 
Birmingham, 3. *John Laing & Sons. Ltd. 
Dalston-rd., Carlisle (negotiated tender). (This 
corrects information contained in our issue of 
June 28.) 
Caterham and Warlingham.—Two pairs of 
three-bedroom houses and two pairs of two- 
bedroom houses at Sunnybank housing site for 


UDC. S: L. V. Gordon, MBE, AMICE 

Eagle Construction Co., Ltd. .. 17.628 
B. Clifford, Ltd. ; 17,188 
G. E. Adams & Son .. 16,876 
S. D. Chapman, Ltd. .. 16,596 
*W. J. Frewing, Ltd. 13,249 


Surveyor’s comparable estimate 12,700 





‘THE BUILDER ’ PRICES 
Cement Prices Up 


The Cement Makers’ Federation 
announce that because of substantially 
increased costs of manufacture and 
distribution the price of all Portland 
cements was raised on Monday, July |. 
The price variation will not be the same 
at all points of delivery, but the average 
increase throughout the country will be 
rather less than 7s. a ton, the Federation 
state. The new prices are incorporated 
in our * Prices’ section. 











Chertsey.—57 houses and 16 garages at Free 
Prae-rd. (Scheme ‘B’) for UDC. E&S: W. H. 
Davies. QS: Harris & Ptnrs. Challenge Con- 
struction Co., Ltd., Esher, £96,600; Joseph 
Cartwright, Ltd., London, SW16, £95,436; 
Carlton Contractors, Ltd., Epsom, £92,617; 
A. E. Calder, Ltd., Langley, Bucks, £88,914; 
John Farmer & Sons, Ltd., Sunbury, £87,435; 
W. & E. Simmons, Ltd., Walton, £87,185; W. 
Deakin & Co., Woking, £86,985; *E. Clarke & 
Sons (Addlestone), Ltd., £85,082. (Subject to 
loan sanction.) 

Coseley.—72 flats at Wallbrook for UDC. 
*Joseph Webb & Co., Ltd., Ivy House-la., 
Coseley. 

Market- 


Crewe.—New central premises at 


st. for Crewe Co-operative Friendly Socy. Ltd. 


*CWS Building Ltd., Vere-st., 
Salford. 

Derby.—New Boulton Moor sec. tech. sch. 
for EC. *Direct labour, £232,396. ; 

Easington.—149 houses at Murton for Easing- 
ton RDC. S: R. R. Lumsden, Council Offices, 
Easington, Co. Durham. *Direct labour. 
£210,331. 

Eccles.—New laboratory at Clifton Junction, 
nr. Eccles, for Chloride Electrical Storage Co., 


Department, 








POLYTHENE 
aie 
MG izy 


T.I. Polythene : 
Tube, being tough, flex- “ge 


ible, highly resistant to corrosion 
and immune to frost damage is the 
ideal material for cold water plumb- 
ing in the house or industrial plant. 
Light in weight, it is simple to 
handle and may be used in long 


lengths. It is easily worked (a train- 
ed plumber can become proficient 
in its use in a matter of hours). 
T. I. Polythene installations need 
fewer joints, are virtually indes- 
tructible, and are completely quiet. 
Water hammer noise is eliminated. 


LIMITED 
WHITTALL WORKS, 
110-114 CHESTON ROAD, 
ASTON, BIRMINGHAM, 6 
Tel.: EAST 2761/5 





A) A TUBE INVESTMENTS COMPANY 
AP.343/6. 
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Ltd. *W. Snape & Sons, Ltd., Cliftonhy 
Clifton-rd., Eccles. 7 
Glasgow.—Six shops and 16 single persons 
flats at Holmbyre-terr., Castlemilk, for City ¢ 
*Robert W. Stewart & Co., Ltd., £50,244" “5 

Hereford.—Five blocks of flats at Newto | 
Farm estate and Causeway Mills site for Ciy 
C. §Unity Structures, Ltd., £123,691 (subjec 
to approval of MH&LG). 

Hexham.—Nine bungalows at Wylam {| 
RDC. A: W. Dixon & Son, 1, Collingwoog. 
st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. *William Leech, Ltd, 
Clayton-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Hindley, nr. Wigan.—Stage 1 of new priso, 
for Home Office. *Geo. Wimpey & Co., Ltd, 
London. 

Holborn.—Extension of 10,000 sq. ft. to The 





Building Centre, Store-st., WCl. Cassidy, 
Farrington & Dennys (A/A/A), 139a, Kensing. 
ton High-st., W8.  Consltg. A: Gontray 
Goulden (A). *Bovis, Ltd. 

Hoole.—New church for Congregation 


Authorities. 
Wrexham. 

Lewisham.—20 flats on site of Methodis 
Church, Hither Green-la. and Wellmeadow-1, 


*Hy. Jones & Sons, Ltd., Holt, oy, 


for MBC. Boro’ A: M. H. Forward (F). QS: 
Messrs. Oswald E. Parratt, FIRICS. 
f 
W. J. Mitchell & Son, Ltd. .. 55,615 
Mullen & Lumsden, Ltd. - 55,189 
Frank Bilton (London), Ltd. .. 55,125 
M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd. 55,121 
Halse & Sons, Ltd. ” a 54,73) 
H. T. Oliver & Sons, Ltd. 53,965 
T. Cutler & Sons, Ltd. oe 53,434 
Henry Kent (Builders), Ltd. .. 53,183 
Token Construction Co., Ltd... 52,900 
S. G. & A. Agombar .. 52,883 
Rowley Bros., Ltd. se ai 51,00! 
*T. R. Roberts (Builders), Ltd... 49,852 
(subject to approval of MH&LG). 
Leyton.—24 flats at Janson-rd. for BC 


*William J. Jerram, Ltd. £57,270 (subject to 
approval of MH&LG). 


Leyton.2-94 flats and maisonettes at lve 


Farm site, Church-rd., E10, for BC. Bord 
E&S: H. D. Peake, MSc(Eng), AMICE, 
MIMunE. QS: Spriggs & Ptnrs., 2, South 
Audley-st., WI. *S. B. Budge & Co. £174,991 
(subject to approval of MH&LG). 

Lincoln (Kesteven).—Extensions to Gran 


tham College of Further Education. County A: 
J. W. H. Barnes (F). *W. Dobie & Sons, Ltd, 
Chelmsford, £130,397. 

Lindsey.—Secondary modern school, Stick 
ney. County A: A. Ronald Clark (A), AMTPI, 
Lincoln. *J. Colam & Son, Ltd., Horncastle. | 
rd., Boston, Lincs. £92,944. 

Liverpool.—Restoration of Upper Horseshoe 
Gallery of Museum Building, William Brown 
st. tWilliam Moss & Sons, Ltd. £60,917. 

Liverpool.—Works for City C.—12 flats a 
Peel-st. {Direct labour £26,680.—24 flats a 
Prince William-st. tDirect labour £52,500.—20 
dwellings at East Prescot-rd. {R. J. Barton & 
Sons, Ltd., Altcar-rd., Formby, £32,500. 

(London (Air Ministry)—New works con 
tracts to value of £500 or over for week ended 
June 28:—Building: Bentwaters, Suffolk, Sadler 
& Sons, Richmond-rd., Ipswich, Suffolk. — Ci 
engineering: Shawbury, Shropshire, M. A 
Boswell (Contractors), Ltd., 124, Compton-rd. 
Wolverhampton. Painting: Lindholme, Norton 
and Bawtry, Singleton Decorators, Ltd., Priory: 
pi., Doncaster, Yorks; London Airport, P. J. 
Hartel (Southern), Ltd., 1, Montague-st., WCI. 
Resurfacing work: Oakington, Cambridgeshire, 
Constable Hart & Co., Ltd.. Richmond, Surrey 

London (British Railways).—Contracts let by 
London Midland Region:—Sprosson_ & 
Babbs, Ltd., 465, Hornsey-rd., Holloway, NI), 
for accommodation for Camden Motive Power 
Branch of Staff Association at Primrose Hill— 
A. E. Knights, Woodthorpe Rowton Grange: 
rd. Chapel-en-le-Frith, for labour only Ie 
painting and repairs relining at North End 
Clay Cross tunnel.—Leonard Fairclough, Ltd. 


Adlington, Lancs. for staff accommodation C | 


& W Building. Glazebrook Junction, Irlam— 
Leonard Fairclough. Ltd., Chapel-st., Adling: 
ton, Lancs, for pavings in area of capstan and 
crane gantry. Improved port facilities, impor 
and export sheds, Holvhead Harbour. J 


Cash & Co.. Ltd., Caxton-hse., Tothill-st, 
SWl. Heating and ventilation, outdoor 
machinery workshops, LL Goods. Somels 


Town.—Demolition & Construction Co., Ltd. 
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James’s-sq., SWI, for new drainage, 

‘ovision of low level awnings and work to 

‘sh level roof. Citadel station, Carlisle.—- 
Wm. Townson & Sons, Ltd., Higher Swan-la., 
Bolton, for improved storage accommodation 
for stores stocks, Horwich works.—T. & E. 
Warrington (Hyde), Ltd., Bennett-st., Hyde, nr. 
Manchester, for staff amenities and improved 
stores accommodation, wagon repair depot, 
Ordsall-la., Manchester.—Concrete Proofing 
Co., Ltd., 10, Royal-cres., Glasgow, C3, for 
repairs to concrete of coaling plant by gunite. 
Motive Power Depot, Accrington.—Demolition 
& Construction Co., Ltd., 3, St. James’s-sq., 
SWI, for extensions and reconstruction of plat- 
forms, etc., at Wilmslow, Styal, Heald Green, 
Gatley, East Didsbury, Burnage and Mauldeth- 
rd. stations main line electri cation.—Norwest 
Construction Co., Ltd., Litherland, Liverpool, 
41, for new forwarded sundries shed at Speke- 
jand-rd. goods depots, Liverpool. 

London (British Railways).—Contracts placed 
by Southern Region :—Hildenborough station : 
Renovations, C. & T. Painters, Ltd., NW10. 
—Malden Bridge: Reconstruction, Caffin & Co., 
Ltd, WC2.—Dover Priory station: Renova- 
tions, W. R. Payne & Sons, Shipley, Yorks.— 
Eastleigh carriage and wagon works: New 
boiler house installation of three steam boilers 
and heating scheme, Edwin Danks & Co. (Old- 
bury), Ltd., Oldbury, Birmingham.—Exeter dis- 
trict: Resurfacing and surface dressing of 
roads, footpaths and platforms, W. & J. 
Glossop, Ltd., Exeter.—Canterbury West—new 
staff accommodation: Installation of heating 
and hot water services, G. N. Haden & Sons, 
Ltd., Canterbury.—Gillingham (Kent)—carriage 
shed: Insulation of hot and cold water 
services, Apex Insulation Co., Ltd., E9,—Lanc- 
ing—new office accommodation: Installation 
of central heating and hot water services, 
Fredk. Hayden, (Ltd., Tunbridge Wells, 
Kent.—Sandwich station: Renovations, W. R. 
Payne & Sons, Shipley, Yorks.—Nine Elms: 
New switch chamber substations and cable 
routes, G. E. Wallis & Sons, Ltd., WC2.—New- 
haven Harbour station: Reconstruction of plat- 
form roofing, Harland & Wolff, Ltd., E16.— 
Dorking North station: Resurfacing of roads 
and construction of car-park, W. H. Gaze & 
Sons, Ltd., SW15.—Norwood Fork bridge: 
Metal spraying to superstructure, Metallisation, 


3, St. 


Ltd., Dudley, Worcs.—Shanklin _ station: 
enigma Maurice Hill, Ltd., Horndean, 
ants. 


_London CC.—Road works (including diver- 
sion of mains and construction of subways) 
for first stage of Elephant and Castle improve- 
ment—Walworth-rd./Newington Butts round- 
about and three pedestrian subways :— 


. 
Walter Smith (Public Works), Ltd. 151,884 
Ruddock & Meighan, Ltd., Harrow 147,431 
Gawood Wharton & Co., Ltd. .. 145,900 
Fitzpatrick & Son (Contractors), Ltd. 144,767 
John Mowlem & Co., Ltd. ..- 139,539 
William Old, Ltd. .. ans 137,759 
St. Mary’s (Contractors), Ltd. .. 129,079+ 
*J. Murphy & Sons, Ltd., Islington 126,893+ 
John Sugrue & Sons, Ltd. .. .- 119,086T 


tAfter arithmetical correction. 
Lowest tender withdrawn. Ch. Engr’s. com- 
parable estimate is £135,567. 

London CC.—Repairs and redecorations to 
Nunhead sec. sch. and Peckham Rye prim. sch. 
On basis A contract would allow for fluctua- 
tions in rates of wages and costs of materials, 
and on basis B for fluctuations in rates of wages 
only. 


Basis 

Kerridge (Cambridge), Ltd. 

Cambridge ap ie £29;112 
Heath Estates (Builders), 

Ltd., Bermondsey ie A £19,740 
Hotson Bros., Ltd., Camber- 

well - or .. AorB £18,967 
William Blood, Ltd., Lam- 

beth " ws es A £18,469 
A. H. Franklin & Sons, Ltd., 

Fulham... ae be A £17,570 
*J. & C. Bowyer, Ltd., Lam- 

beth £16,925 


oe comparable estimate on basis B is 


London CC.—New county sec. sch. at Rising- 


hill-st., NI. A: Architects’ Co-Partnershi 
ree ee rohitects’ Co-Partnership, 44, 
Patman & Fotheringham, Ltd. £543,456 
Thomas & Edge, Ltd... £532,325 
The Demolition and Construc- 

tion Co., Ltd. .. i wi £529,473 


Walter Lawrence & Son, Ltd. £520,000 
Tersons, Ltd., Finchley .. oa £516,753 
M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), 

Ltd. a a es Pf £511,340 
John Laing & Son, Ltd. £510,580 
F. & H. F. Higgs, Ltd. .. £508,368 
Leslie & Co., Ltd. Pe ee £506,350 
*J. M. Hill & Sons, Ltd, 

Wembley, Middlesex .. ‘ £498, 3507 


Architect’s comparable estimate is £506,425. 
tSubject to economies of £34,115. 

London CC.—New school equipment depot 
on site of Frank Briant school, Upper Kenning- 
ton-la., SE11. 


£ 
Gilbert-Ash, Ltd... as .. 285,924 
The Demolition & Construction Co., 
oe re es oe .. 284,385 
James Carmichael (Contractors), 
Lid... me ts fi . 280,581 
Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd. .. 268,968 
*Wilson, ‘Lovatt & Sons, Ltd., 
Westminster = ee -- 245,738t 
Architect’s comparable estimate is £273,565. 
(tSubject to a reduction of £2,000 in respect of 


works inadvertently duplicated in preparing 
bills of quantities.) 

London CC.—Improvements to central- 
heating and hot-water systems and alterations 
at Collingwood county sec. sch., Peckham. 
Tenders on basis A would allow for variations 
in costs of labour and materials, and on basis 
B for fluctuations in labour costs only. 


Courtney & Fairbairn, Ltd. 

Kerridge (Cambridge), Ltd. a 

William Mills (Builders and Con- 
tractors), Ltd. .. ee a 

Whyatt (Builders), Ltd. .. 

O. H. Groves & Co., Ltd. 

William Blood, Ltd. : 


Norman Wright (Builders), Ltd. {$ 
Nc & Son, Ltd., Camber- 
we : 


£ 
27,006 
26,962 


26,879 
26,582 
26,390 
25,880 
25,348 
25,492 


- era <a Sé 24,676 
Architect’s comparable estimate is £25,726. 

qLondon (MoW).—Contracts placed for week 
ending June 15:—Bedfordshire: Ministry of 
Works Storage Depot, Wilstead, internal paint- 


Pr>r> -> 











HEAD OFFICE: 
4 CARLTON GARDENS, 


LONDON, S.W.1. 
Telephone: TRAfalgar 5600 


Principal Branches and Stock Depots: 


BELFAST ‘a Belfast 58643 
BIRMINGHAM, 1 Midland 1042-3-4 
BOOTLE, 20 Liverpool, Bootle 2121 
BRIGHTON, 1... Brighton 23739 
BRISTOL, 8... Bristol 33889 
GLASGOW, C.2 Douglas 3281-2 
LEEDS, 11 - Leeds 24377 
MANCHESTER, 3 Blackfriars 3800 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 1 Newcastle-on-Tyne 21919 
SOUTHAMPTON Southampten 23648 


ESTABLISHED 1834 


47 


ing of five type ‘A’ hangars and five Robin 
hangars, W. T. Pickering & Sons, Ltd., 19, Wat- 
ford Heath, Watford, Herts; College of Aero- 
nautics, Cranfield, internal decorations to hangar 
No. 1, T. E. Cundy & Son, Ltd., 28, Belgrave- 
td., Leicester. Cardiganshire: Head Post Office, 
Aberystwyth, alterations and additions, Isaac 
Jones (Llanelly), Ltd., Temple Works, Lianelly, 
Carms. Cheshire: Wilmslow-rd., Cheadle, 
Stockport, erection of branch post office, P. 
Hamer, Ltd., Park-st., Swinton, Lancs. Devon- 
shire: Ilfracombe, erection of coast radio 
station, EBC & Sleeman, Ltd., Colleton Mews, 
Melbourne-st., Exeter. Leicestershire: Wharf- 
st., Leicester, erection of telephone repeater 
station and trunk control centre, William Moss 
& Sons, Ltd., Queens-rd., Loughborough. 
London: Romney-hse., Marsham-st., SW1, 
internal decorations, South London Decorators, 
Ltd., 9, Streatham High-rd., SW16. Bedford- 
shire: Ministry of Supply Storage Depot, 
Elstow, internal painting of 29 Romney huts 
and buildings 10A.9 and 10A.10, W. T. Picker- 
ing & Sons, Ltd., 19, Watford Heath, Watford, 
Herts. Cornwall: Coastguard Station, Trevose 
Head, improvements to houses, Lewis Brown, 
Treforest, Wadebridge. Devonshire: Crediton, 
erection of telephone exchange and telephone 
repeater station with garage and ancillary 
works, EBC & Sleeman, Ltd., Colleton Mews, 
Melbourne-st., Exeter. Glamorganshire: Tem- 
porary Office Building, Tyglas-rd., Llanishen, 
renewal of bitumen felt roofing, Western Trini- 


dad Lake Asphalte Co., Ltd., St. Mary-st., 
Cardiff. Gloucestershire: Brickfield Camp, 
Winterbourne, conversion to wayfarers hostel, 


R. Walton & Co., Ltd., Filton, Bristol. Hereford- 
shire: Home Office Stores, Madley Airfield, nr. 
Hereford, occupational services, etc., A. W. 
Gibbons & Son, 1, Oswin-gr., Wyken, Coventry. 
Kent: Sittingbourne-rd., Maidstone, erection of 
Crown building, R. Corben & Son, Ltd., West 
Borough, Maidstone. London: Mountview 
Telephone Exchange, Crouch Hill, N8, altera- 
tions to first and second floors, Goddard & 
Phillips, Ltd., 118a, Highgate-rd., N.W.5; 
Stamford Hill Telephone Exchange, N16, 
alterations and adaptations, G. Groves & Son, 
Ltd., 6, Bruce-gr., Tottenham, N17. 

GLondon (War Dept.).—Works contracts 
placed for week ended June 21 :—Cumberland: 
Waterproofing, N. S. Long, Ltd., Shrewsbury ; 
painting and decorating, Reid Bros., Carlisle. 
Dorset: Miscellaneous, Frank Wyatt & Son, 
Ltd., Poole. Essex: Painting, T. H. Kenyon & 
Sons, Ltd., London. Flintshire: Building, Ball 
& Robinson, Stoke-on-Trent. Hertfordshire: 
Building, Circle Construction Co., Lid., 
Wembley. Kent: Roofing, Roberts Adlard & 
Co., Ltd., Bromley. Norfolk: Waterproofing, 
W. T. Pickering & Sons, Ltd., Watford. North- 
amptonshire: Waterproofing, W. T. Pickering 
& Sons, Ltd., Watford; roadwork, Thomas 
Roberts (Westminster), Ltd., London. Notting- 
hamshire: Painting and decorating, Gallagher & 
O’Brien (Painters), Ltd., Loughboro. Pem- 
brokeshire: Re-cladding, Hussey Egan & Pick- 
mere, Ltd., Pembroke. Warwickshire: Miscel- 
laneous, Avon Building Company, Wellesbourne. 
Yorkshire: Painting, Donald Humberstone & 
Co., Ltd., Louth. 

Manchester.—New office block at Fountain- 
st. and York-st. tJ. Gerrard & Sons, Ltd., 
Swinton, nr. Manchester. Rebuilding and 
modernisation of furniture showrooms and 
offices at Market-st. for Times Furnishing Co., 
Ltd. *Bovis, Ltd., Stanhope Gate, W1. 

Manchester.—Works for City C:—14 dwell- 
ings at Greenwood-rd., Wythenshawe. *Direct 
labour.—18 dwellings at Burnage-la., Didsbury, 
and 12 at Brynton-rd., Anson estate. *E. V. 
Hughes & Ptnrs., Manchester.—36 dwellings at 
Seabrook-rd., Newton Heath. *Poole & Foster, 
Ltd., Manchester.—Eight aged persons’ bunga- 
lows at Spath-rd., Didsbury. *E. V. Hughes & 
P 


tnrs. (amended tender). (All subject to 
approval of MH&LG.) 
Middlesex.—Erection of Ickenham gram. 


sch., North-West Middlesex, for CC. *Prestige 
and Co., Ltd. £224,741.—Reinstatement of war 
damage at Kenyngton Manor prim. sch., South- 
West Middlesex, for CC. *Walker (Tooting), 
Ltd. £13,563. 

Newark.—40 houses, roads and sewers at 
Balderton for RDC. *E. Coleman, Ltd., East 
Kirby, Notts, £60,834; 10 houses at North 
Collingham. *Rudd & Sons, Ltd., Wharf-rd., 
Grantham, £14,643. 

Plymouth.—New pannier market between 
New George-st. and Cornwall-st. for City C. 


. A: Walls & Pearn (A/A), Prudential-bldgs., 
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Asante. #8Y. Plymouth. tA. N. Coles, Ltd., 
£269,548 

Riagwood and Fordingbridge—Works for 

DC. A: Frank Andrews (L), 58, Southamp- 
ton-rd., Ringwood, Hants. Eight dwellings at 
Townsend- la., Martin. *Sims Bros., Verw 
Dorset.—56 dwellings at Sandy Plot, Burton. 
*New Forest Construction Co., Ltd., Christ- 
church-rd., New ‘Milton, Hants.—Six dwellings 
at South ‘Gorley. *New Forest Construction 
Co., Ltd., Christchurch-rd., New Milton, Hants. 

Ruislip-Northwood.—First instalment (two- 
storey villa) of residential accommodation for 
students at Battle of Britain ‘House for Middle- 
sex OC. {W. S. Try, Ltd. £12,956. 

Runcorn. —14 bungalows at Westfield-cres., 
six at Russell-rd. and four at Birch-rd. for 
UDC. *W. E. Jones, Ltd., King-st., Middle- 
wich, £30,930. 

Sheffield.—Following for Regional Hospital 
Board :—Reorganisation of laundry at Middle- 
wood Hospital, *C. W. Hodgson & Sons, 
Sheffield, £6,976; adaptations at Dronfield 
Hospital, *Wm. Drabble & Sons, Mosborough, 
£13,533. 

South Bank-on-Tees.—New St. Peter’s prim. 
sch. for RC Authorities. A: T. A. Crawford 
(L), 80, Borough-rd., Middlesbrough. *J, 
McCreton, Ltd., 61, Kings- rd., North Ormesby, 
Middlesbrough. 

Sunderland.—Additional storeys to offices for 
J. L. Thompson & Sons, North Sands Ship- 
building Yard. A: C. S. Errington, 46, 
Grainger-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. *Randle & 
Co., Back Dunelm, Sunderland. 

Sutton and Cheam.—12 houses at three sites 
at Cheam for BC. Boro’ E&S: N. H. Michell, 
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AMICE. QS: Arthur J. Willis & Thompson, land EC. A: G. H. Gray & Ptnrs., 8, Pog 
F/FRICS. land-terr., _Newcastle-on-Tyne. *Hastie J 
Hoad & Son, Ltd. . e £30,896 Burton, Ltd., King-st., North Shields, £2058 
Sherman & Co. (Ealing), Ltd... £30,516 Wantage.—18 two-bedroomed houses and jf 
M. Howard (Mitcham), Ltd. i £29,140  three-bedroomed thouses at Brook -" irm ho 
W. J. Frewing, Ltd. £28,674 ing estate, Grove, for RDC. *J. P. Barret 
Baileys (Builders & Contractors), Sons, West Hanney. Average £i, 359 a dwelli 
Ltd. £28,443 Wolverhampton.—Following for TC:§ 
*H. G. Winteridge & ‘Co., Ltd., 24, dwellings at Wharf-st. and 12 at Dixon-st, *f 
The Crescent, Leatherhead. .. £28,140 Oaks Estates, Ltd., £20,468; 58 dwellings 


Taunton.—16 shops with 14 maisonettes and by ga North estate. *Direct laboug 


four flats over and 20 lock-up garages/stores 
at Priorswood Housing estate for IC, °C. 
Williams, Ltd., Taunton, £88,398 and £5,546. 


Thornaby-on-Tees.—124 houses at Manfield i 
— —_— for TC. Boro’ E: J. L. Watson. STEEL- CRETE 

irect labour. 

Tunbridge Wells.—Crematorium, _Benhall Garer Svensson 
Mill-rd., for BC. Boro’ S: Hugh P. Bishop, 
MICE. QS: D. R. Nolans & Co. *Perryman SUPER-HARD DUSTLESS SURFACES 


(Building Contractors), Ltd., 7, Castle-st., Ton- 
bridge, Kent, £44,435. HAVE BANISHED ALL TROUBLES 
Twickenham.—Extensions to Twickenham 


tech. college “for Middlesex CC. *Walter 
Lawrence & Son, ‘Ltd. £285,535. 
Wallasey.—81 houses, 36 flats and four 


bungalows at Leasowe. Boro’ A: W. P. Clay- Inspect one that has withstood 


ton (A). *W. H. Farrell, Ltd., 175, Borough- 

rd., Wallasey. HEAVY TRUCKING FOR 40 YEA 

Phe gg i ——s a of and consult RS 
50, levelopment scheme) for Jorth- 

Eastern Marine Susinectiag Co., Lid., constg. STEEL-CRETE LTD. 

engrs.: R. T. James & Ptnrs., Clavering-pl., Savoy Sones, st. Strand, London, W.C.2 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. *Demolition & Construc- : Temple Bar 5621 

tion Co., Ltd., Royal Exchange Buildings, 


Wallsend "See. tech, sch for Northumber- BROAD-ACHESO N 
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